Southeast PTO Minutes

May 6, 2013

Members in Attendance: Cyndi Wells, Jana MacDonald, Jean Johnson, Erin Clark, Jennifer Mott,
Norma Fisher-Doiron, Jessica Higham, Gwen Schneider, Diane Hutton, Erin Christopher, Lena
Rossi, Dan Blanchard

Agenda:
Upcoming events:

The Southeast Tag Sale will be held on Saturday; May 18" from 8-3 (not 9-2 as posted
previously). We need volunteers on that day!"\We also need volunteersto'set up the night
before! Please contact Jess Higham if you can donate a few hours of your time.

Lena Rossi will be organizing a children’s,clothing consignment sale during the tag sale. Please
contact her if you are interested in participating.

Jean Johnson will be organizing a bake saleiduringtheitag sale.Please consider helping her by
donating your time at.the table that day and/or baking something for the sale.

Jana MacDonald will be holding a bottle drive at the tag sale. Please bring your clean, recyclable
bottles and cans. All proceeds will'benefit her short-term mission trip to Malawi with “Little
Dresses for Africa” this summer.

Special'person’s week isthis,week. Suzanne Kellyis organizing this event.

We will celebrate Staff Appreciation Day.on May 24" Erin Ballou and Esther Soffer Roberts will
be organizing a luncheon. Please consider making food for this event.

Grades K, 1 and 2 have been working on a Circus Performance with Ms. Carr. That will be the
evening of May 29"

The Scholastic book fair is June 4-7. It’s a PTO fund raiser organized by Sylvia Dorado. The Ice
Cream Social is on the 7" in the evening. Gwen Schneider & Erin Ballou are organizing that.

President’s Report (Cyndi Wells):

We need PTO officers and committee chair people for next year. Please consider taking on one
of these roles. Many hands make light work! We will vote on officers at the June PTO meeting.
So far, Amber Johnston is interested in running for President. Erin Christopher has signed up to



be the Event’s Coordinator and Mary Palmer has volunteered to run the auction. There are still
positions available. A sign-up sheet will go home Friday.

We discussed the budget for next year. Lots of our money goes toward enrichment. Next year,
we could have Sue Irvine come to a PTO meeting to explain how she is using the funds.

The family hike that wrapped up screen free week was very well attended. We had about 75
people! Sue and Tom Harrington lead the hike and included a nature game. Next year we might
try to organize two separate events: an actual family “hike” and.a “nature walk.”

The greenhouse is not currently being used. We have plan$ to use it next year. Mr W. wants a
complete list of plants & timetables for next year. Patti& Jean will work on that. Mr. W. is
responsible for the instructional piece of the Greensithumb’s Club. We should consider inviting
another staff person with knowledge of the greénhouse to help as well.

Update on PTA status: Cyndi did some research and learned that we do in fact have bylaws.

Apparently they are in a vault at the town hall and'were written more than 20 years ago. They
would be difficult to find, so we can usesMMS’s bylaws as a draft. We can continue the
conversation next year regarding whetherorinot we want to,obtain PTA / non-profit status.

Update on Principal search (from Fred Baruzzi):

"The Search Committee met on Monday, April 29, 2013 decided, in the best
interest of the school community, to repost the position. All prior applicants are
welcome to reapply and our two current finalists remain under consideration.

If you have further questions, please feel free to contact me.”

Vice President’s\Report (Jess Higham):

Jean Johnson & Jess Higham will be organizing the moving on ceremony. Please sign up to bake
something.

Jean Johnson, Patti Braithwaite & Esther Soffer Roberts will be working on the yearbook. If you
are providing them with material, please get it to them in a timely fashion. They have deadlines
to meet.

Secretary’s Report (Jana MacDonald):

Erin Christopher made a motion to accept the minutes with one change. Gwen Schneider
seconded it.



Treasurer’s Report (Gwen Schneider):

The Butter Braids fundraiser didn’t do so well this year. Perhaps we should do it in November?
More people might buy them for the holidays.

Lena Rossi made a motion to accept the April Treasurer’s Report. Erin Christopher seconded it.
The school beautification budget might need to increase due to fall and spring expenses.

Dan Blanchard made a motion to accept the May Treasurer’s Report. Cyndi Wells seconded it.
Principal’s Report (Norma Fisher-Doiron):

It looks like there will be (2) Kindergarten classes next year, as well.as (2) third grade classrooms
and (2) fourth grade classrooms. The numbers are just not high enough to warrant an extra
teacher.

Julie Brennan will not be returning next year. She*has,acceptedia position in'Glastonbury.
Mr. Bradley and Mrs. Zirakzadeh will be retiring at the end of this year.

Southeast Network (Diane Hutton): We seemto think that Southeast Network has served its
purpose. We might be readysto phase it out: We will stilhbhave activities such as the
International Dinner,4ut Diane does not need\to réport monthly anymore. We still want to put
together a student/parent directory.

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm.
Respectfully submitted by,

Jana MacDonald
Southeast PTQ Secretary



