
Town Manager’s Office 
Town of Mansfield 

 

Memo 
 
To: Town Council 
From: Matt Hart, Town Manager 
CC: Town Employees 
Date: April 25, 2011 
Re: Town Manager’s Report 
 

Below please find a report regarding various items of interest to the Town Council, staff and the community: 
 

Council Requests for Information/Council Business 
• Masonicare – Representatives from Masonicare are here this evening to discuss the independent/assisted 

living project. 
• UConn Water Supply Plan – Following the distribution of the Town Council’s April 25th meeting packet, the 

Conservation Commission has suggested further comments to the Draft UConn’s Water Supply Plan.  At 
your places tonight, you will find a revised copy of the draft letter to UConn, with the Conservation 
Commission’s comments incorporated. 

 
Departmental/Division News  
• Human Services - The Department of Human Services collaborated with Storrs Congregational Church 

and the Mansfield Big Y to provide Easter food baskets to 49 families in Mansfield.  As they have done for 
many years, Storrs Congregational Church delivered food to 20 families who were identified by the 
department.  In addition, employees of Big Y Supermarket worked with support from Big Y and funding 
from the Town’s Special Needs Fund to pack and deliver baskets for an additional 29 families.  I would like 
to thank all of the volunteers, donors and Town staff who contributed to this important effort. 

• Parks and Recreation - Thanks to all who donated bicycles on April 9th!  We were able to collect 110 bikes, 
16 helmets and 3 bike racks for the Little Angels program.  As a result we will be able to provide several 
Mansfield families with bikes.  If you missed out on the event, you can always drop bicycles off anytime of 
year at 309 Jackson Street in Willimantic.  Contact Ed at 423-4290 or freebicycles@littleangelsbicycle.com 

• Planning and Community Development - In anticipation of a 2011 Housing Rehabilitation Grant, the Town 
of Mansfield is now accepting applications from low to moderate income qualified residents for placement 
on the housing rehabilitation waiting list.  The purpose of this housing rehabilitation program is to provide 
low to moderate income households with a no interest loan in order to make energy efficient 
improvements/upgrades such as windows, siding, insulation, heating systems, roofing; handicap 
accessibility improvements; and septic and well replacement/repairs.  If you wish to find out if you are 
income eligible, to request a waiting list application or for more information about the program, please 
contact Jessie Shea in the Mansfield Planning and Community Development Office at 860-429-3330 or at 
our website at www.mansfieldct.gov.  

• Town Manager’s Office 
o CCM’s Day on the Hill - On April 13th I attended CCM’s Day on the Hill.  The program is part of a 

larger CCM effort to demonstrate the importance of state aid to cities and towns.  Approximately 
100 towns were represented at the event, and we had a constructive discussion with Lt Governor 
Wyman prior to the press conference. 

o Human Services Advisory Committee – Last Wednesday, April 20th, I attended the inaugural 
meeting of the Human Services Advisory Committee.  At the meeting, we reviewed the charge to 
the committee and Kevin Grunwald provided a short overview of the department.  The committee 
elected Ethel Mantzaris as chair, Frank Perotti as vice-chair and Joan Quarto as secretary and 
settled upon a regular meeting time of 3:00 PM on the third Wednesday of every month.  The 
committee plans to spend the next few meetings learning more about the programs and services 
provided by the department.  I also encouraged the committee to assist management in updating 
the mission and vision for the department, as well as the development of shared goals and 



  

objectives for the department as whole.  As part of this effort, I suggested that it would be helpful to 
assess the services and programs that we provide, to determine whether we are meeting the 
needs of the community with current resources.  The committee appeared to welcome these 
suggestions and I look forward to working with them. 

 
Major Projects and Initiatives 
• Storrs Center Update – The Mansfield Downtown Partnership will provide an update regarding the Storrs 

Center project tomorrow at 7:00PM .  The session will feature an update on the public infrastructure 
(Storrs Road, Phase 1A infrastructure (Dog Lane), Garage/Intermodal Center, Village Street) as well as a 
progress report on the Phases 1A and 1B Buildings.  As the Council Chamber was not available, the 
Partnership will hold this session at the Bishop Center.  Interested members of the public are encouraged 
to attend. 

 
Upcoming Events 
• The State of Mansfield – The Chamber of Commerce, Windham Region will be hosting its annual The 

State of Mansfield on Tuesday, May 3, 2011, from 8:00AM -9:30AM at the Mansfield Community Center.  
The event is free and open to the public.  The State of Mansfield is an opportunity for residents and 
business owners to learn about programs, events and budgets that will affect the town of Mansfield in 
2011/12.  These issues include budget concerns, building and town improvement projects, taxes, 
economic development initiatives, and legislation both locally and at the state level.  Guests will have the 
opportunity to ask questions.  Guests for the State of Mansfield include State Representative, Greg 
Haddad, who will be discussing issues at the state capitol that will affect Mansfield, its budget and some of 
the agencies, non-profits and businesses in the community.  Town Manager, Matt Hart, will be discussing 
the town’s proposed budget and ongoing development projects throughout the town.  School 
Superintendent, Fred Baruzzi and District 19 Superintendent, Bruce Silva, will present an overview of the 
education system in town and where it is headed.  To register for the event please call the Chamber at 
860-423-6389 or register online at www.WindhamChamber.com. 

• Water Supply Forum – The Willimantic River Alliance will be hosting a Water Supply Forum on May 11th 
from 6:00PM to 9:00PM at the Storrs Community Church in Coventry.  This information meeting is being 
held to discuss current water supply issues in Tolland, Coventry, Willington and Mansfield.  For more 
information on this event, please see item number 12 in the Council packet. 

 
Upcoming Meetings* 
• Traffic Authority, April 26, 2011, 9:30AM, Conference Room B, Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building 
• Mansfield Advisory Committee on the Needs of Persons with Disabilities, April 26, 2011, 2:30PM, 

Conference Room B, Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building 
• Storrs Center Update, April 26, 2011, 7:00PM, Bishop Center, University of Connecticut 
• Regulatory Review, April 27, 2011, 1:15PM, Conference Room B, Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building 
• Sustainability Committee, April 27, 2011, 5:00PM, Conference Room B, Audrey P. Beck Municipal 

Building 
• Public Information Session on the Adopted Budget , April 28, 2011, 7:00PM, Council Chambers, 

Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building 
• Inland/Wetland Agency/Planning and Zoning Commission, May 2, 2011, 7:00PM, Council Chambers, 

Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building 
• Beautification Committee, May 2, 2011, 7:00PM, Conference Room C, Audrey P. Beck Municipal 

Building 
• Region #19 Budget Referendum , May 3, 2011, 6:00AM – 8:00PM, Council Chambers, Audrey P. Beck 

Municipal Building 
• Four Corners Sewer and Water Advisory Committee, May 3, 2011, 7:00PM, Conference Room B, Audrey 

P. Beck Municipal Building 
• Mansfield Advocates for Children, May 4, 2011, 5:00PM, Council Chambers, Audrey P. Beck Municipal 

Building 



  

• Mansfield Downtown Partnership Board of Directors, May 5, 2011, 4:00PM, Mansfield Downtown 
Partnership Office 

• Ethics Board, May 5, 2011, 4:30PM, Conference Room B, Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building 
• Community Quality of Life Committee, May 5, 2011, 7:00PM, Council Chambers, Audrey P. Beck 

Municipal Building 
• Housing Code Board of Appeals, May 9, 2011, 5:00PM, Conference Room C, Audrey P. Beck 

Municipal Building 
• Town Council, May 9, 2011, 7:30PM, Council Chambers, Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building 
• Annual Town Meeting , May 10, 2011, 7:00PM, Auditorium, Mansfield Middle School 
 

*Meeting dates/times are subject to change.  Please view the Town Calendar or contact the Town Clerk’s 
Office at 860-429-3302 for a complete and up-to-date listing of committee meetings. 
 
 
Attachments 
1) FY 2011/12 Budget Information 
2) CCM: Appropriations Committee Budget Impact on Mansfield 
3) A. Hilding re: Ponde Place Project 
4) D. Dagon re: Preliminary 2011 Spring Weekend Report 




































