
Town Manager’s Office 
Town of Mansfield 

 

Memo 
 
To: Town Council 
From: Matt Hart, Town Manager 
CC: Town Employees 
Date: February 11, 2013 
Re: Town Manager’s Report 
 
Below please find a report regarding various items of interest to the Town Council, staff and the community:  
 
Council Requests for Information/Council Business 
• Ad hoc Committee for Responsible Contracting – The Council’s Ad hoc Committee for Responsible 

Contracting will hold its next meeting at 8:30 AM on Friday, February 15, 2013.  The Committee will meet 
in the Council Chamber and Bruce Benway, the Town Manager of Killingly, Connecticut, will be the guest 
speaker.  Staff is also in the process of scheduling meetings with the CT Department of Labor and the 
Association of Builders and Contractors.  

• Governor’s Proposed FY 2013/14 Budget – Attached please find a summary of the Governor's proposed 
state aid for the Town of Mansfield for the biennial budget.  A couple of comments: 

1) Estimated total state aid remains flat for the next two fiscal years.  On its face, this news is positive 
and better than anticipated. 

2) However, the Governor has proposed some major reallocations between the different grants.  The 
most notable example is the movement of the entire $7M payment in lieu of taxes (PILOT) grant to 
the education cost sharing grant (ECS).  I don’t know what the policy reasons are behind this move 
and what the future ramifications are for both the ECS and PILOT formulas.  To compound the 
problem, the PILOT for private colleges and hospitals (e.g. New Haven) has not been reallocated 
under ECS and it is unclear why the administration recommends that the two PILOT grants be 
treated differently. 

3) The administration has also eliminated the school transportation grant and reallocated that funding 
to a competitive regionalization initiative.  While the Governor has proposed an increase to other 
municipal grants that would offset this loss to Mansfield, Region 19 would lose approximately 
$150,000 as a result of this proposal and this cost would be passed on to the members towns. 

4) Another concern is the Governor’s proposal to eliminate the property tax on motor vehicles valued 
at $28,000 or less, beginning in FY 2014/15, the second year of the proposed budget.  While I 
understand the desire to provide tax relief, this will result in a loss of approximately $1.7-$1.8M for 
Mansfield, based on the current grand list.  The administration is not proposing a means to make 
up this revenue loss, which could very well lead to an increased burden on homeowners. 

 
I was at the capitol for the Governor’s address and had the opportunity to convey my questions and 
concerns to Senator Williams and Representatives Haddad and Orange.  I know that they will be taking a 
close look at the proposed budget, and Mansfield is well-positioned with Senator Williams’ leadership role 
and Representative Haddad and Orange both on the Appropriations Committee.  Over the next few weeks 
the CT Conference of Municipalities (CCM) and others will be able to digest the budget and we should get 
more detail about the policy reasons and ramifications behind these changes to the major statutory 
grants.  At this point I am not convinced that the Governor’s proposal will survive intact.  We will follow the 
state budget closely, and keep you apprised. I also imagine that the Mayor and I will spend some time in 
Hartford over the next few months, meeting with our delegation and testifying at the Appropriations and 
other committees.  

 
Major Projects and Initiatives 
• Storrs Center Construction Update – The Mansfield Downtown Partnership and Storrs Center master 

developer LeylandAlliance, LLC are working with the commercial tenants of Storrs Center to produce a 



  

monthly calendar of events, specials, and more.  The first such calendar is now available at 
www.storrscenter.com and on the Partnership website (www.mansfieldct.org/mdp, then click on the Storrs 
Center tab).  Questions may be directed to the Mansfield Downtown Partnership 
(storrscenterinfo@mansfieldct.org or 860.429.2740).  The Partnership continues to maintain a construction 
website for updates at http://storrscenterconstruction.blogspot.com.  

 
Departmental Reports 
• Town Manager’s Office 

o Storm Recovery Operations – I would like to take a moment to thank everyone involved in helping 
the town to recover from Storm Charlotte.  I am sure that everyone is aware that the storm brought 
record snowfalls to CT, with 25-27” here in Mansfield.  We are very thankful to our residents who 
prepared, headed warnings, and refrained from travel during the storm. Your efforts to keep 
yourself and your family safe are greatly appreciated.  Our public works and facilities management 
crew have done a tremendous job clearing our roads and parking lots.  The fact that our roads 
were open by the end of the day on Saturday and parking lots clear on Sunday is quite an 
accomplishment.  I would also like to thank staff for their work to maintain communications with the 
community and our workforce during the storm.  This is a very useful and important service.  In 
addition, I appreciate the efforts of our public safety personnel who kept us safe and responded to 
calls for service over the weekend.  Last, but certainly not least, I would like to thank our staff in 
charge of running the emergency operations center (EOC) during this event.  Running an EOC 
takes considerable dedication, and our folks do it well.  Clean-up operations will continue for much 
of this week and we appreciate everyone’s patience.  Thanks again to everyone for doing a great 
job. 

 
Special Events and Activities 
• New England Hydro Project – The Willimantic River Alliance, Inc. and the Town of Mansfield are co-

hosting a public information session on a proposed hydroelectric facility at the Eagleville Dam.  
Representatives from New England Hydropower will be present to explain their proposal and answer 
questions.  The information session will be held at the Eagleville Firehouse on Wednesday, February 27, 
2013 at 5:00 PM.  A short field visit will take place at the Eagleville Dam at 4:30 PM.  For more information 
about this proposed project, visit the Town’s website at www.MansfieldCT.gov. 

• John Jackman Retirement Reception – A reception in honor of retiring Fire Marshal John Jackman will be 
held on Monday, March 18, 2013 from 4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. at the UConn Alumni Center.  There will be 
speakers and presentations and appetizers, desserts, and refreshments will be served.  Tickets are $25 
per person.  Please RSVP to Jennifer in the Fire Marshal’s Office at 860-429-3328 by March 8, 2013.  

• Winter Fun Week – The Mansfield Downtown Partnership, the Town of Mansfield Parks and Recreation 
Department, and Storrs Center presented the first-ever Winter Fun Week from February 1 through 
February 10.  This week highlighted 49 events, many and varied on-going activities (such as art exhibits 
and ice-skating), and special offers from businesses in the downtown district.  The storm did affect the 
schedule, and almost all of the events from Friday, Feb 8 through Sunday, Feb 10 were postponed, 
rescheduled, or cancelled (new dates/times for these events are posted on the Partnership’s 
website).  Despite the impact of the storm, the Partnership, Parks & Rec, and Storrs Center were pleased 
with the program overall and look forward to working with more businesses and organizations for 2014! 

 
Future Agendas 
• Future agenda items include an update on school security plans, an update concerning future phases for 

Storrs Center and a review of the charge to the Mansfield Downtown Partnership. 
 
  

http://www.storrscenter.com/
http://www.mansfieldct.org/mdp
mailto:StorrsCenterInfo@mansfieldct.org
http://storrscenterconstruction.blogspot.com/
http://www.mansfieldct.gov/
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Upcoming Meetings* 
• Youth Service Bureau Advisory Board, Tuesday, February 12, 2013, 11:45 AM, Conference Room B, 

Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building 
• Town-University Relations Committee, Tuesday, February, 12, 2013, 4:00 PM, Council Chamber, Audrey 

P. Beck Municipal Building 
• Parking Steering Committee, Tuesday, February 12, 2013, 5:30 PM, Conference Room C, Audrey P. Beck 

Municipal Building 
• Historic District Commission, Tuesday, February 12, 2013, 7:00 PM, Conference Room B, Audrey P. Beck 

Municipal Building 
• Mansfield Advocates for Children Executive Council, Wednesday, February 13, 2013, 2:00 PM, 

Conference Room B, Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building 
• Committee on Committees, Friday, February 15, 2013, 8:00 AM, Conference Room B, Audrey P. Beck 

Municipal Building 
• Ad-Hoc Committee for Responsible Contracting, Friday, February 15, 2013, 8:30 AM, Council Chamber, 

Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building 
• Planning & Zoning Commission Special Meeting, Tuesday, February 19, 2013, 5:00 PM, Council 

Chamber, Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building 
• Planning & Zoning Commission, Tuesday, February 19, 2013, 7:00 PM, Council Chamber, Audrey P. 

Beck Municipal Building 
• Conservation Commission, Wednesday, February 20, 2013, 7:30 PM, Conference Room B, Audrey P. 

Beck Municipal Building 
• Mansfield Community Campus Partnership, Thursday, February 21, 2013, 4:00 PM, Council Chamber, 

Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building 
• Ad-Hoc Committee for Responsible Contracting, Monday, February 25, 2013, 9:00 AM, Council Chamber, 

Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building 
• Personnel Committee, Monday, February 25, 2013, 6:00 PM, Conference Room B, Audrey P. Beck 

Municipal Building 
• Town Council, Monday, February 25, 2013, 7:30 PM, Council Chamber, Audrey P. Beck Municipal 

Building 
 
*Meeting dates/times are subject to change.  Please view the Town Calendar or contact the Town Clerk’s 
Office at 860-429-3302 for a complete and up-to-date listing of committee meetings. 
 

http://www.mansfieldct.org/other/calendars.html




Meeting co-sponsored by:  

Public 

Informational 

Meeting 

 

Proposed Hydroelectric Facility 

at Eagleville Dam 

WHEN: Wednesday, February 27, 2013 at 5:00PM 

WHERE: Eagleville Firehouse (879 Stafford Road, Mansfield) 

  (intersection of RT 32 (Stafford Rd) and  

  RT 275 (South Eagleville Rd) 

WHAT: Representatives from New England Hydropower 

  will explain their proposal and answer questions 

 

 

*Please note that Google and other mapping sites may not give the correct di-

rections to the Eagleville Firehouse.  Please be sure your directions bring you 

to Rt. 32. 

Willimantic River Alliance, Inc. Town of Mansfield 



**  March 18, 2013  **   

**  4:30—6:00 pm  **   

UConn Alumni Center 

2384 Alumni Drive, Storrs, Connecticut 
 

 

Speakers and Presentations 
 

Appetizers, desserts and refreshments will be served.  
(cash bar) 

Please join us for this special event.   

 

$25.00 per person,  cash/check made payable to Town of Mansfield.  

RSVP required by March 8th to Jennifer at the Fire Marshal office,  

4 South Eagleville Road, Mansfield CT 06268 or contact 860-429-3328 

or thompsonjj@mansfieldct.org.  

Celebrating Many Years of Dedicated Service 

  Retirement Reception  

in Honor of 

 JOHN JACKMAN 

TOWN OF MANSFIELD  

cordially invites  

you to attend 



Town of Mansfield 
Name:  

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

 

Persons attending # _______ 

Amount enclosed $ _______ 

 

 

4 South Eagleville Road 

Mansfield, CT  06268 

 

ATTN: Office of Fire Marshal 

Retirement 

Reception for 

John Jackman 

RSVP by 3-8-2013 

$25.00 per person 
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