
 
 
 
 
 

Mansfield Advocates for Children Retreat 
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Mansfield Public Library-Buchanan Center 
Paul Vivian-Retreat Leader (Graustein Foundation Liaison) 

TIMELINE 
 

• 1997-98 CT Legislation bring into law the State Department of Ed. School 
Readiness Grant to provide families with subsidies in NAEYC Accredited 
early care and education centers in qualifying towns and centers.  

 
• 1998-99 Mansfield School Readiness Council is born. Becky Lehmann as 

Chair of Mansfield School Readiness Council played an important role in 
preparation and guidance of the School Readiness Grant.  Mansfield qualifies 
for the CT School Readiness Grant and receives $100,000. 
 

 
• 1999-2000  Mansfield School Readiness Council establishes a 5 Year Task 

Force Committee to develop local policies.  CAN, Connections, and 
Transition Teams are created.  Task Force committee meets 6 times/yr. 
Council meets 5/yr. 

 
• 2000-2001  Mansfield receives School Readiness Grant of $100,000.   

 
• 2001-2002 Mansfield receives School Readiness Grant of  $100,000. January,   

                  2002 Mansfield receives first Discovery Grant $25,000. 
 

• 2002-2003 Jamie Pociask is hired to coordinate the Discovery Grant.. 
February, 2002 Joan Buck addresses the Mansfield Rotary Club about 
Mansfield School Readiness Grant and the Discovery Grant describing the 
mission of MSRC.  Mansfield receives School Readiness Grant of $100,000. 
September, 2002, Sandy was hired as School Readiness Co-coordinator. 
December, 2002, Kevin was hired as Director of Social Services.  School 
Readiness grant funds were cut short in January, 2003 creating a deficit of  
$1700.  School Readiness council sponsors a fundraising effort. February, 
2003, State informs us we are no longer eligible for S.R.Grant after June, 
2003.  Bill Kennedy retires his post in May, 2002.  

 
• 2003-2004 October,2004 Mansfield receives School Readiness Grant of 

$71,901.  KG and SB have radio debut on the local Wayne Norman morning 
radio show to promote the first Community Conversation.  November, 2003. 
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MAC sponsors first Community Conversation.  January, 2004 MAC sponsors 
2nd Community Conversation.  April 27,2004 MAC does town-wide random 
survey of local attitudes about Full Day Kindergarten.  Survey went to 1400 
households.  38% return rate, 52% favor idea of FDK.  
MAC took a leadership role in NLC's "City Challenge" to broaden the scope 
of services to young children.  Mansfield. Participated in NLC Freddie Mac 
initiative on early care and education.  MAC took part in CT.Council of 
Municipalities task force on Young Children. 

 
• 2004-2005.  Mansfield does not participate in the School Readiness grant. Some 

discussion of eligibility because of public school redistricting.  Mansfield is 
‘grandfathered in’ to the S.R. Grant for the next year. Graustein Discovery grant 
awarded to Mansfield for four-year period of 2004-2007 for $100,000.   KG and 
SB have local cable TV debut with taping of segment of "Education Matters" to 
promote MAC goals. July 2004, MAC works with Discovery Liaison Jeff Daniels 
on governance restructuring. June 17,2005, Mansfield School Readiness Council 
changes name to Mansfield Advocates for Children. Mansfield Advocates for 
Children.  MAC web page created with links on the Mansfield Town website.. 

 
• 2005-2006 Mansfield receives School Readiness grant for $107,000. "Going to 

the Big School Book" is updated with new staff at all three elementary schools.  
Fall of 2005 MAC rolls out results of FDK survey to Town Council and BOE.  
MAC is featured in NLC's  issue of "Nations Cities Weekly". MAC has first 
meeting with the UCONN Provost's Council.  

 
• 2006-2007 Mansfield receives a School Readiness Grant for $107,000 and later 

that year (Oct.) receives additional funding for 3 more spaces.  MAC Council 
meets with UCONN Provost's Council's Committee on Childcare and told that in 
the next year UCONN will hire a Work/Life Chair to deal with issues of childcare 
for the UCONN Community.  Centers receive a one-time subsidy as a result of 
these discussions.  April 2006, first local recognition of  “Week of the Young 
Child.” Coordinator participated in Discovery workgroup to design State-wide 
survey of likely voters' attitudes on early care and education.  MAC co-sponsors 
with Coventry two series of 7 parenting classes called "ABC's of Parenting” to 
parents using a grant offered by "Generations for Health" in Windham. MAC 
Presented MAC accomplishments and future goals to BOE.  Sponsored two 
Public Information Forums with two of the three gubernatorial candidates (Malloy 
and DeStefano). Began outreach efforts at the UCONN graduate family housing 
complex Northwood Apartments.  Posted SR flyer in four different languages on 
the Town Website.  MAC Coordinator makes Public T.V. debut at CPTV in Town 
Meeting after Discovery Documentary, “Closing the Gap”.  September, 2006 
Mansfield Education Department implements Full Day Kindergarten in all of the 
Elementary Schools.  April, 2007, MAC has first MAC retreat. 
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