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Mansfield Receives $500,000 Grant for Storrs Center

Governor Dannel P. Malloy
announced recently the
fourteen recipients of Main
Street Investment Fund
grants during a visit to
Berlin, CT. The Town of
Mansfield received a
$500,000 grant for use in
the enhancement of the
public spaces in Storrs
Center.

“Main Street Investment
grants play an important
role in strengthening eco-
nomic development initia-
tives on the local level,” said
Governor Malloy. “This pro-
gram is unique in that it
builds a working partner-
ship between state govern-
ment and the smaller
communities that are striv-
ing to strengthen their
commercial centers and
attract additional business. |
applaud the leadership in
Berlin, and in the other 13

towns, for their focus on
creating accessible and liva-
ble downtowns.”

The Main Street Investment
Fund provides financial
incentives to eligible
municipalities as well as
owners of commercial
private properties for
expenditures that directly
support enhance a
qualified project. Awards
are not more than $500,000
and can be used for
expenses such as building
improvements, signage,
lighting, and streetscape
improvements.

“We are very pleased to
receive this grant,”
commented Cynthia van
Zelm, Executive Director of
the Mansfield Downtown
Partnership. “The public
spaces are a critical part of
Storrs Center, and this fund-

ing will allow us to ensure
that the necessary elements
for the enhancement of the
public spaces are in place.”

Mansfield’s grant funding
will be used for decorative
street lights and street trees
on Dog Lane, Royce Circle,
and Wilbur Cross Way; side-
walk planters on Dog Lane,
tree planters for the Town
Square, decorative concrete
pavement in the Royce Cir-
cle and Wilbur Cross Way
bump-outs, and way-finding
signage for Phase 1A and
the Town Square. Storrs
Center Alliance plans to use
funds for facade
improvements on the build-
ings at 1 Dog Lane and 9
Dog Lane.

Mansfield Mayor Betsy Pat-
erson said, “We appreciate
the continued support of

Governor Malloy for Storrs

Center. The new downtown
has not only brought in over
twenty new businesses and
approximately 175 full and
part-time jobs in just the
first two phases, but it is
also serving to enhance the
feel of community in town
by creating public spaces,
like the Town Square, that
residents of all ages can
enjoy.” &

Festival on the Green: Deadlines Approaching
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Friday, August 16 is the deadline to apply for an activity booth or food booth at the
10th Annual Festival on the Green. Applications are available upon request from the
Partnership office (860.429.2740).

The 16th is also the deadline for submitting artwork for consideration for the Juried Art
Show. A Call to Artists, Prospectus, and Application are available on the Festival
website, or local artists who are interested in the show may contact the Partnership

office for more information.

Residents or groups interested in volunteering may sign up at any time to help out

during the event by contacting the Partnership office or using the online form on the

event website. ¢


http://www.downtownstorrsfestival.org/
http://www.downtownstorrsfestival.org/
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One Royce Circle (continued from page 1)
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fall calendar is quickly fill-
ing up with author talks
and other special events in
Storrs Center!

Sharing space with the
Co-op will be the world-
renowned Ballard Institute
and Museum of Puppetry.
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audiences to this new,
bright, and more easily
accessible location.

Hungry residents and
visitors will soon have an-
other restaurant to tempt
them in Storrs Center:
Haru Aki Café plans to

This unique gem will be
moving from UConn’s
Depot Campus to become
a main attraction in down-
town Mansfield. With
expanded exhibition space,
a large workshop, and
generous performance
space, the Ballard has
plans for expanded
programming. Dr. John Bell
and his students and staff
are excited to welcome
more visitors and

open in September. Ron
Liu, Jessica Chiep, and
Thomas Wang - all original-
ly from West Hartford and
all UConn alumni - have
big plans for their new eat-
ery which will serve
authentic Japanese street
fare in a modern style with
traditional elements. The
restaurant will serve tapas,
small, carefully prepared
dishes that are based on
Pan-Asian fusion inspira-
tions. Specialty items will

include hand crafted sashi-
mi salads, house-made
curry dumplings, gyu-don,
teppanyaki, and okonomi-
yaki dishes.

The energetic trio of own-
ers plans to host monthly
Saturday morning work-
shops featuring different
cultural experiences such
as sushi-rolling, fresh
mochi-tastings, various art
techniques, anime screen-
ings, and dumpling-
making. Haru Aki Café will
be open seven days a
week.

The UConn Health Center
is working on plans for its
new offices in One Royce
Circle, which will provide
multi-disciplinary health

Thomas Wang,

Jessica Chiep,

and Ron Liu are excited
to open

Haru Aki Café in

Storrs Center this fall!

(Max Sinton ’15 (CANR)/
UConn Photo)

care services, a world-class
staff of medical profession-
als, and 48 new jobs when
they open in December
2013. Services will include
urgent care, orthopedics,
cardiology, dermatology,
occupational medicine,
family medicine, OB/GYN,
and psychiatry services. In
addition, a radiology suite
and lab drawing station will
provide convenient services
for area residents, students,
and workers.

While these businesses are
gearing up for fall openings,
other businesses are in dis-
cussions to lease the four
remaining commercial spac-
es in One Royce Circle. Look
for announcements soon! ¢
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http://mansfieldct.gov/filestorage/1904/3389/7057/20120828_press_release_uconnhealthcenter.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/HaruAkiCafe
http://bimp.uconn.edu
http://bimp.uconn.edu
http://www.storrscenter.com
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UPCOMING DOWNTOWN EVENTS

Saturdays, May—November
Storrs Farmers Market, 3 - 6 PM, at Mansfield Town Hall, Open rain or shine

Friday, August 2
Friday Night Movie Series: Vicky Cristina Barcelona, 7.30 PM, Tickets $5, StoDoArts,
von der Mehden Recital Hall

Sunday, August 4
Sunday Music @ 2: Seldom Heard, StoDoArts, Storrs Center

Wednesday, August 7
Live Music Wednesdays: Tuesday Saints, 5 - 7 PM, Storrs Center

Friday, August 9
Friday Night Movie Series: Casablanca, 7.30 PM, Tickets $5, StoDoArts, von der Mehden Recital Hall

Saturday, August 10

Family Fun Night, 4.30 - 7.30 PM, Mansfield Community Center [ Find relns events on the \
Partnership’s Events Calendar!

[

Sunday, August 11
Sunday Music @ 2: Bob Bloom, Take A Drum Ride, StoDoArts,
Storrs Center

Wednesday, August 14
Live Music Wednesdays: Still Pickin’, 5 - 7 PM, Storrs Center \

Friday, August 16
Friday Night Movie Series: Kinky Boots, 7.30 PM, Tickets $5, StoDoArts, von der Mehden Recital Hall

Wednesday, August 21
Live Music Wednesdays: Shelly Died Laughing, 5 - 7 PM, Storrs Center

Saturday, August 24
Free Mansfield Day, 4.30 - 7.30 PM, Mansfield Community Center

Saturday, August 24
Family Fun Night, 4.30 - 7.30 PM, Mansfield Community Center

Wednesday, August 28
Live Music Wednesdays: The Long River Band, 5 - 7 PM, Storrs Center

» j

MANSFIELD WEEKEND |~

SAVE the DATES!
FRIDAY, SEPT. 20 through SUNDAY, SEPT. 22
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