Commission on Aging

Minutes of the February 13, 2012 Meeting

MEMBERS PRESENT: Will Bigl (2012), Sam Gordon (207??), April
Holinko (2014), Bev Korba (2014), Laurie McMorrow (2014), Joan Quarto
(2012), Joan Terry, (2014)

COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES: Jan Scottron (Glen Ridge)
STAFF: Cindy Dainton, Kevin Grunwald, Barbara Lavoie
REGRETS: Carol Pellegrine (2012), Emil Poirier

ABSENT: Don Nolan (2014)

Minutes: The minutes of the December meeting were approved and the
notes of January were acknowledged.

Correspondence — Chairman April Holinko read an invitation from the
League of Women Voters asking the Commission on Aging to present a
program at their April meeting to be held on the 12" or the 26". We agreed
that the 26™ would be the most appropriate date and April will contact the
League with our reply. Their interest is in the Commission’s actions
regarding the Mansfield Strategic Plan.

McSweeney Center - A recent report in the Willimantic Chronicle indicated
that the responsibility for the McSweeney Senior Center will be assumed by
the Town of Windham. McSweeney did not apply for funds from Mansfield
this year.

Budget Requests — Will Bigl will review the request from Community
Companions and Homemaking Services and Bev Korba will review the one
from Windham Region Transit District. Joan Terry had agreed to review
Meals on Wheels at the previous meeting.




Mansfield Strategic Plan — In reply to a question, K. Grunwald told the
group that the Plan has been used more as a source of suggestions than as a
list of commitments. A list of the seven action items is attached for the
review of the Commission members and it will be discussed at the March
meeting.

Barbara Lavoie — No local medical practices are currently accepting new
Medicare patients. Barbara is hoping to have Judith Stein, director of the
Medicare Advocacy Group, come to speak in the near future and she asked
that we help attract a large audience for the presentation. Barbara told us
that one of her goals is to develop and distribute improved information
regarding emergency preparation.

Triad — Will reported that Triad will be doing an identity theft program soon
at the First Baptist Church. His group is also working on an emergency
preparation pamphlet.

Assisted Living — Kevin reported that a new developer has expressed an
interest in building an assisted living facility in the area. He has arranged a
meeting for the developer with the Town Manager and Town Planner.

Glen Ridge — Jan Scottron mentioned that several units are for sale at Glen
Ridge.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:55 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Joan Terry, secretary



Mansfield 202 Strateqgic Plan

Senior Services Action Items

1. Encourage the Town Council to build a new Senior Center to meet
the need for additional meeting space and parking.

2. Establish a Board of Senior Citizens to oversee and coordinate
senior affairs, i.e. Assisted Living

3. Maintain a listing of agencies that provide home care and health
services to seniors who choose to remain in their homes

4, Improve local transportation system to benefit all levels of our
population.

5. Provide local tax relief for residents who are 70 years and older.

6. Encourage area businesses to provide part- or full-time
employment opportunities for seniors.

7. Explore possibility of hosting Senior Summer Olympics in
conjunction with UConn.

You will notice I have reworded the action items in an effort to make them
more easily understood. | you feel | have misinterpreted their original
intent, please let me know. Thanks, Joan Terry



