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AGENDA
Regular Meeting
Mansfield Conservation Commission
Wednesday, January 21, 2015
Audrey P. Beck Building
Council Chambers
7:30 p.m.

Call to Order
Roll Call
Opportunity for Public Comment

Minutes
a. December 17, 2014

New Business

Continuing Business

¢ Mansfield Tomorrow | Our Plan » OQur Future

e Kaufman Review of Monitoring Procedures for Town-Owned Easements

¢ UConn's Master Planning Effort

* Town of Coventry/ Mansfield grant proposal to CT DEEP for Control of Fanwort in Eagleville Lake
s Swan Lake Discharge Mirror Lake Dredging and other UConn Drainage Issues
¢ UConn Agronomy Farm Irrigation Project

¢ Eagleville Brook Impervious Surface TMDL Project

¢ UConn Hazardous Waste Transfer Station

¢ Ponde Place Student Housing Project

e CL&P "Interstate Reliability Project"

® Protecting Dark Skies in the Last Green Valley

e  Water Issues

e Other
Communications
¢  Minutes

e Open Space: 12/16/14
e PZC: 12/15/14,1/5/15
o |WA: 12/15/14, Field Trip 1/14/15
e (Other
s Department of Public Health - University of Connecticut Honors Residence Hall
¢ (T DEEP Notice of Tentative Determination to Approve an Application for Diversion of Water
Permit
e Connecticut Wildlife, CT DEEP Publication November/December 2014

Other

Future Agendas

10. Adjournment






Town of Mansfieid
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Meeting of 17 December 2014
Conference B, Audrey P. Beck Building
(draft) MINUTES

Members present: Neil Facchinetti, Quentin Kessel, Scott ILehmann, Grant Meitzler, John
Silander, Michael Soares. Members absent. Aline Booth (Alt.), Joan Buck (Alt.), Robert Dahn.
Others present. Joseph Boucher (Towne Engineering), Mary & Ross Harper, Jennifer Kaufman
(Wetlands Agent)

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:3ip by Kessel.

2. The draft minutes of the 19 November 2014 meeting were approved, after being amended to
mention, in item 2, Meitzler’s concern that the proposed 102 acre conservation easement in the
new Tech Park be written so as to permit a utility corridor for the proposed sewer main serving 4
Corners.

3. IWA referrals, ' .
a. W1545 (Niarhakos, 101 East Rd). The current owners of a 14.6 acre parcel on East Rd,

formerly owned by Frank Trainor, propose a 3-lot subdivision: the existing house at 101 East
Rd on lot 1, new houses on lots 2 and 3 downhill and to the east. Mary and Ross Harper of
129 East Rd are concerned about potential spillovers, particularly from lot 3, which abuts
their own property: i) lot 3’s septic leaching field is close to and uphill from their well, and ii)
development is likely to increase runoff onto their property. They testified that the whole
slope is quite wet from springs, probably fed by the wetland on the boundary of lots 2 and 3.
Though their house has a footing drain, dampness in the basement is a problem.

Unfortunately, the developer’s map does not delineate wetlands on the Harper property, so
the wetlands impact (if any) of developing lot 3 is not clear. Joseph Boucher from Towne
Engineering identified on the map old ditches dug to channel water away from developed
arcas. He also displayed photos of water running/seeping onto the Harper property from lot
3. After some discussion, the Commission agreed unanimously (motion: Kessel, Silander}to
comment to the IWA & PZC as follows:

1) The proposed development strikes the Commission as overuse of a very wet arca,
requiring engineered septic systems which may have a significant impact on wetlands and
on the Harpers® well. 2) Development is likely to impact the Harper property by
increasing runoff. 3) The Town should learn the location of wetlands on the Harper
property and assess surface water flow onto it. 4) On the developer’s map, wetland
appears to occupy more of the open space dedication than the 28% allowed.

The Harpers and Mr. Boucher left the meeting.

B. W1546 (Renwood Apts, 20 Dartmouth Rd). A septic system is proposed to serve a
laundry in Bldg. 20; it would be 66 ft from a wetland at its closest point. The system would
be located upslope from the wetland, and considerable re-contouring of the slope is called
for. After some discussion, the Commission agreed unanimously {motion: Kessel,
Lehmann) to comment to the [WA as follows:

1) The Commission does not have enough information to rule out a significant wetlands



impact from this project. The proposed septic system is 66 ft from, and upslope of, a
wetland. No information about the extent and functionality of this wetland is included in
the application, There may be a potential for significant nutrient loading: the proposed
system is much larger than one for a typical single-family home. Will it handle only gray
water, or will toilets be connected to it? 2) From the map, it appears that the system
could be moved farther away from the wetland; why isn’t it feasible to do so?

4. UConn Master Plan, Four Commission members — Buck, Kessel, Lehmann, & Soares —
attended a 16 December presentation on the draft of a new Master Plan for UConn, The Town
Manager is asking for comments on the draft Plan by 16 January 2015.

Kessel circulated a draft of such comments for the Commission’s consideration. 1) The Plan
needs a more explicit statement of commitment to preserving farm- and forest-land outside the
developed campus. The Board of Trustees’ 14 January 1977 statement to this effect should be
quoted. 2) Agricultural land controlled by UConn contributes significantly to the Town’s rural
character and should be protected for this reason and others. 3) Trees on campus (often
sacrificed in the past) also need protection. 4) Replacing student apartments across S. Eagleville
Rd from the Town Hall and Community Center with a 4,000-seat hockey rink is a bad idea. It
would be more efficient and less disruptive to site this facility in the athletic quarter of the
campus.

There was gencral agreement that these points should be made. Concerning 1), Lehmann
noted that the rationale for the Plan’s emphasis on containing future development within already
developed areas (by renovating old buildings and inbuilding new ones) would appear to be
something like the Trustecs’ 1977 statement. There was speculation that UConn’s
Administration might resist an explicit commitment to preservation as limiting its options (which
of course is the whole point).

Concerning 3), Silander reported that UConn now has an Arboretum Committee to guard
against loss of specimen trees. Lehmann observed that large trees are valuable campus
amenities, whether or not they are specimen trees, and that the draft Plan doesn’t scem to give
them much respect (e.g., it’s hard to see how Whitney Rd could be extended to Hillside Rd, as
the Plan proposes for 2020-25, without taking out some large trees.)

Kessel was authorized to refine his draft comments for submission to the Town Manager. e
will welcome suggestions on wording from Commission members before and after he does so.

5. Fanwort control in Eagleville Lake. The Town has received a grant to help finance fanwort
control in Eagleville Lake, but it needs to come up with $7K of its own money. Kessel thinks
getting $7K from the Open Space Fund is a bad idea: the Town should budget for fanwort
control, if it believes it’s worth doing, not divert money sub rosa from open space acquisition.
Kaufman would like some direction from the Commission about employing the herbicide
Clipper to control the aquatic weed. If there are concerns, they should be addressed before she
takes the proposal to the Council. Facchinetti distributed Massachusetts guidelines for using this
chemical, which limit treatments to once in four years.

6. Mansfield Tomorrow. The new Plan of Conservation and Development will be presented to
committees on 28 January 2015. Comments from the Commission are due by the end of
February.

7. Adjourned at 9:38p. Next meeting: 7:30p, Wednesday, 21 January 2015.

Scott Lehmann, Secretary, 21 December 2014,



Mansfield Open Space Preservation Committee
DRAFT Minutes of December 16, 2014 meeting

Members present: Jim Morrow (chair), Quentin Kessel, Ken Feathers, Roberta Coughlin, Vicky
Wetherell, Jennifer Kaufman (staff).

Others present: Laura Cruickshank, Bev Wood, Shawn Vasington (all UConn staff), Al Cyr,
Charlie Galgowski (both Agriculture Committee), Sue Harrington, Eric Apgar (both Parks
Advisory Committee), Bob Coughlin (Solid Waste Committee), Joan Buck, Scott Lehmann (both
Conservation Commission), Vera Ward (PZC).

1. Meeting was called to order at 7:30.
2. Vicky was appointed acting secretary.
3. Minutes of the November 18, 2014 meeting were approved.

Old Business

4, Discussion of UConn Master Plan

Bev Wood presented a summary of the process of developing this plan and an overview of the
vision and proposals in the plan. Comments and questions followed. Individual comments can
be submitted to UConn via a website, and committee/commission comments are due by January
16, 2015 to Town staff for incorporation into comments by the Town Council,

5. The mecting adjourned at 9:30.

6. Carstensen talk is tentatively planned for January 8 (snow date January 15) at EO Smith
High School. Quentin is to confirm with the speaker.

7. Famwort removal project in Fagleville Lake The committee reviewed the proposed funding
for this project, which would be shared with Coventry along with a first-year grant from Ct.
DEEP. The committee agreed that the infestation needs to be addressed and supports partnering
with Coventry. The committee is concerned about using the Town’s open space fund to manage
DEEP property (the lake), especially in light of the need for continued management in future
years.

New Business
8. 2015 meeting dates The committee agreed to continue meeting on the third Tuesday of each

month in 2015.



9. Executive Session The committee voted to go into executive session at 8:19 and to come out
of executive session at 8:40.

10. The meeting adjourned at 8:45.



DRAFT MINUTES
MANSFIELD PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
Regular Meeting
Monday, December 15, 2014
Council Chamber, Audrey P, Beck Municipal Building

Members present:  Chairman Goodwin, 8. Chandy, R. Hall, K. Holt, G. Lewis, P. Plante, K. Rawn, B. Ryan
Members absent: B. Pociask
Alternates present: P. Aho, V. Ward, S. Westa
Staff present: Linda Painter, Director of Planning and Development
Curt Hirsch, Zoning Agent

Chairman Goodwin called the meeting to order at 7:12 p.m. and appointed Aho in place of Pociask.

Approval of Minutes:

a. December 1, 2014 Regular Meeting
Ryan MOVED, Chandy seconded, to approve the 12-1-14 regular meeting minutes as written. MOTION
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

b. December 10, 2014 Field Trip Meeting
Aho MOVED, Ryan seconded, to approve the 12-10-14 Field Trip minutes as written. MOTION PASSED
with Goodwin, Holt, Ryan, and Aho in favor and all others disqualified.

Zoning Agent’s Report: Noted.

Qld Business:

a. New Subdivision Application, 153 Moulton Road, Mason Brook, LLC, PZC File# 1328
Holt MOVED, Ryan seconded, to approve with conditions the subdivision application (File #1328) of Mason
Brook LLC owned by the applicant located at 153 Moulton Road in an RAR-90 zone, as submitted to the
Commission and shown on plans dated August 2014.

Pursuant to Sections 7.5 and 7.6 of the Subdivision Regulations, this approval accepts the applicants
proposed lot layout and hereby authorizes the reductions to setbacks as depicted through the proposed
Building Area Envelope. These reductions accommodate the existing structures on the property and
allows for new structures to be located further from the wetlands and brook.

This approval is granted because the application as hereby approved is considered to be in compliance
with the Mansfield Zoning and Subdivision Regulations and is granted with the following conditions:

1. Setback Reductions. The approved reductions to the front and south'side setbacks shali be specifically
noted on the plans and on the deeds of the affected and abutting lots. Unless the Commission
specifically authorizes revisions, the depicted building envelopes shall serve as the setback lines for all
future structures and site improvements, pursuant to Article Vill of the Zoning Regulations. This
condition shall be specifically noticed on the Land Records.

2. Plan Revisions. Final plans shall be revised to:
a. Eliminate the “Received for Recording” signature box from Sheet 1.
b. Add a signature box for the Inland Wetlands Agency.
c. Include signatures and seals of the responsible soil scientist in addition to surveyor and engineer
pursuant to Section 6.3.d of the Mansfield Subdivision Regulations.
d. Include the month, day and year of the original plan and revision.



e. Revise the Building Area Envelope to be at least 50 feet from wetlands where possible, Where
existing structures are within 50 feet of the wetlands such as the rear corner of the existing barn,
the BAE may be fess than 50 feet to accommodate the existing structure.

f. Increase the distance between the Development Area Envelope and the wetland where the DAE is
closest to the edge of wetlands. To accomplish this, the DAE may be reduced to the minimum
required 40,000 square feet provided that the width or depth of the DAE is at least 75 feet in all
locations.

g. Remove the standard setback lines from the final plan to eliminate confusion with the BAE/DAE
boundaries.

h. Clarify whether the front lot line represents existing conditions or a dedication to meet the
required centerline setback. If it represents a dedication, the area to be dedicated shall be clearly
identified and enclosed for the distance of the applicant’s property.

i. Add the following notes to the plan:

I.  Any new regulated activity in the upland review area or in the wetlands or watercourse will
require the owner to obtain an Inland Wetlands license as required by the Town of Mansfield’s
Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations.

II.  Open space dedication requirements for any future development of the remaining land
identified on the subdivision map shall be based on the combined total acreage of the property
{25 acres).

. The depicted BAE includes reductions to the front yard setback and side yard setback along the
south property line. The BAE shall serve as the setback lines for all future structures unless
modified in the future by the Planning and Zoning Commission.,

3. Quit Claim Deed and Certificate of Title. If a right-of-way dedication is required, the area to be
dedicated must be deeded to the Town and covered by a certificate of title indicating that there are no
encumbrances or stating what encumbrances there are and providing a partial release or
subordination agreement.

4. Extent of Approval. The Planning and Zoning Commission, for good cause, shall have the right to
declare this approval null and void if the following deadlines are not met (unless a ninety or one -
hundred and eighty-day filing extension has been granted):

a. All final maps, including submittal in digital format, right-of-way deeds for Moulton Road (if
required), and a Notice on the Land Records to address condition #1 {with any associated mortgage
releases) shall be submitted to the Planning Office no later than fifteen days after the appeal
period provided for in Section 8-8 of the State Statutes or, in the case of an appeal, no later than
fifteen days of any judgment in favor of the applicant;

b. All monumentation with Surveyor’s Certificate shall be completed pursuant to the Commission’s
approval action and Section 14 of the Subdivision Regulations no later than fifteen days after the
appeal period provided for in Section 8-8 of the State Statutes or, in the case of an appeal, no later
than fifteen days of any judgment in favor of the applicant. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOQUSLY,

Public Hearings:

a.

Re-subdivision Application, Lot 19 Monticello Lane, K. and A. Lessenger, PZC File #223-2

Chairman Goodwin opened the Public Hearing at 7:19 p.m. Members present were Goodwin, Chandy, Hall, Holt,
Lewis, Plante, Rawn, Ryan and alternates Aho, Ward and Westa. Aho was seated. Painter read the legal
notice as it appeared in The Chronicle on 12/2/14 and 12/10/14 and noted the following communications
received and distributed to members: a 12/11/14 memo from Linda Painter, Director of Planning and
Development; and a 12/4/14 memo from lJeff Polhemus, Chief Sanitarian from Eastern Highlands Health
District.



b.

Ed Pelietter of Datum Engineering and Surveying represented the applicant and explained the proposal.
He stated that the applicant is agreeable to the revisions requested by staff; namely the installation of
underground utilities and saving the 15” poplar tree by shifting the driveway to the west.

Noting no further comments or questions from the Commission or the public, Rawn MOVED, Ryan
seconded to close the Public Hearing at 7:27 p.m. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Special Permit, Efficiency Unit, 51 Candide Lane, M. Bedore, PZC File #1330

Chairman Goodwin opened the Public Hearing at 7:28 p.m. Members present were Goodwin, Chandy, Hall, Holt,

Lewls, Plante, Rawn, Ryan and alternates Aho, Ward and Westa. Aho was seated. Painter read the legal

notice as it appeared in The Chronicle on 12/2/14 and 12/10/14 and noted the following communications

received and distributed to members: a 12/11/14 memo from Linda Painter, Director of Planning and

Development; a 12/11/14 memo from Curt Hirsch, Zoning Agent; and a 12/10/14 memo from .leff
Polhemus, Chief Sanitarian from Eastern Highlands Health District.

Melissa Bedore, applicant and owner of 51 Candide Lane, was present. She stated her parents intend to
move into the efficiency unit which will be located in an existing space in the basement of the house.

Hirsch noted that the driveway apron needed to be paved as stated in his memo, and Painter and Holt
noted the need for a walkway between the driveway and the exterior entrance. With no further
comments or questions from the Commission or the public, Holt MOVED, Ryan seconded, to close the
Public Hearing at 7:34 p.m. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY,

Qld Business:
b.

Proposed Tenant Signage, 1659 Storrs Rd, OMS Development LLC., PZC File #1319
No new information.

Re-subdivision Application, Lot 19 Monticello Lane, K. and A. Lessenger, PZC File #223-2

Rawn.MOVED, Hall seconded, to approve with conditions the re-subdivision application (File #223-2) of Kurt
and Anne Lessenger on property owned by the applicant located on Monticello Lane in an RAR-90 zone
(Parcels 5, 6, 7 of the Davis Manor Subdivision), as submitted to the Commission and shown on plans
dated October 6, 2014 and revised through December 15, 2014 and as presented at a public hearing on
December 15, 2014,

This approval is granted because the application as hereby approved is considered to be in compliance
with the Mansfield Zoning and Subdivision Regulations and is granted with the following conditions:

1. Plan Revisions. Final plans shall be revised to:

a. Revise each sheet to include an official subdivision name.

b. Revise the western boundary of the Building Area Envelope to be at least 25 feet from the wetland
at its closest point.

¢. Include a note allowing for sheds and accessory structures to be located outside the designated
Building Area Envelope pursuant to the sethack allowances for such structures in Article Vill of the
Mansfield Zoning Regulations. :

d. Include a note specifying that Inland Wetlands Agency approval shall be required for all future
improvements within 150 feet of the wetland that are regulated activities pursuant to the
Mansfield Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations.

e. The driveway shall be adjusted to the west to preserve the poplar tree along Monticello Lane.



2. Extent of Approval. The Planning and Zoning Commission, for good cause, shall have the right to
declare this approval null and void if the following deadlines are not met {unless a ninety or one
hundred and eighty-day filing extension has been granted):

a. All final maps shall be submitted to the Planning Office no later than fifteen days after the appeal
period provided for in Section 8-8 of the State Statutes or, in the case of an appeal, no later than
fifteen days of any judgment in favor of the applicant;

b. All monumentation with Surveyor’s Certificate shall be completed pursuant to the Commission’s
approval action and Section 14 of the Subdivision Regulations no later than fifteen days after the
appeal period provided for in Section 8-8 of the State Statutes or, in the case of an appeal, no later
than fifteen days of any judgment in favor of the applicant.

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY,

d. Special Permit, Efficiency Unit, 51 Candide Lane, M. Bedore, PZC File #1330
Hall MOVED, Chandy seconded, to approve the November 20, 2014 application of Melissa Bedore to allow
an efficiency dwelling unit at 51 Candide Lane in an RAR-90 zone, as shown on submitted plans and
described in other application submissions and as presented at Public Hearing on December 5, 2014.

Pursuant to Article V, Section B.4 of the Mansfield Zoning Regulations, the site plan requirements
contained in Section B.3.d are hereby waived as there is no proposed expansion of the building and the
information is not needed to determine compliance with the zoning regulations.

This approval is granted because the application is not expected to result in any detrimental neighborhood
impacts and is considered to be in compliance with Article X, Section L; Article V, Section B; and other
provisions of the Mansfield Zoning Regulations, and is granted with the following conditions:

1. This approval has been granted for a one-bedroom efficiency in association with a single-family home
having up to four additional bedrooms. Any increase in the number of bedrooms on this property shall
necessitate subsequent review and approval from the Eastern Highlands Health District and the
Planning and Zoning Commission.

2. This approval is conditioned upon continued compliance with Mansfield’s Zoning Regulations for
efficiency units, which include owner-occupancy requirements, limitations on the number of residents
in an efficiency unit and limitations on the number of unrelated individuals that may live in a dwelling
unit pursuant to the definition of Family contained in the Zoning Regulations. These limitations apply
regardless of the number of bedrooms present in the home. Pursuant to Article X, Section L.2, the
applicant shall submit a notarized affidavit certifying owner occupancy and a written statement
regarding compliance with efficiency unit regulations every two years, starting on January 1, 2016.

3. The applicant shall install a walkway from the parking area to the exterior door of the efficiency unit.
The owner shall use pavers or other materials so as not to require any excavation if located within 150
feet of a wetland. Such design shall be coordinated with the Inland Wetlands Agent to determine if a
license is needed.

4. The applicant shall pave the apron of the driveway to bring it into conformance with current standards.
A driveway permit from the Department of Public Works shall be required.

5. Applicant shall sign the Statement of Use in the presence of a notary public and submit it to the
Planning Office.

6. This special permit shall not become valid until filed upon the Land Records by the applicant.

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.



New Subdivision Application, 140 Codfish Falls Road, S. Guyette, PZC File #1329
Tabled pending a 1/20/15 Public Hearing for Scenic Road Ordinance.

Re-Subdivision Application, 101 East Road, C. & L. Niarhakos, PZC File #293-2
Tabled pending a 1/20/15 Public Hearing.

New Business:

.

Modification Request, 7 Storrs Road, PZC File #916

Curt Hirsch, Zoning Agent, summarized his memo of 12/11/14. After discussion about site changes,
upgrades and traffic control, Aho MOVED, Chandy seconded, that the Commission approve the 12/7/14
Modification Request of Mohammad Khan to re-establish the retail sale of gasoline and add a convenience
store use at 7 Storrs Road. This approval is conditioned upon the following requirements being met:

1. The accessible parking space shall bhe marked according to current State Statute requirements,
including dimensions, pavement markings and above-grade signs;

2. Details of the dumpster enclosure shall be reviewed and approved by staff prior to installation;

3. Adetailed landscape plan including the type and size of plant material, shall be submitted for
review and approval by the PZC Chairman with staff assistance prior to planting;

4, All missing and deteriorating asphalt paving shall be replaced and/or resurfaced to the
satisfaction of the Zoning Agent.

5. Any proposed signage shall be submitted to the Zoning Agent for review and approval through
the zoning permit process prior to being fabricated.

6. The driveway shall be striped in accordance with the recommendation of the Engineering
Department.

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Referral from Public Works Re: Four Corners Sewer Project Consistency with State POCD

Rawn MOVED, Holt seconded, to authorize the Chair to submit a letter to the Connecticut Department of
Energy and Environmental Protection stating that the Mansfield Planning and Zoning Commission has
reviewed the proposed Four Corners Sanitary Sewer Service area and in its opinion found it to be
consistent with the six growth management principles of the 2013-2018 Conservation and Development
Policies: A Plan for Connecticut. Such letter shall also note that areas designated as Conservation on the
Locational Guide Map are designated as Flood Hazard Zones in Mansfield’s 2006 Plan of Conservation and
Development and current Zoning Regulations; therefore, no development is proposed in these areas.
MOTION PASSED with all in favor except Lewis and Goodwin who were opposed, and Hall abstaining,

New UConn Honors Residence Hall _

Holt MOVED, Ryan seconded, to authorize the Chair to endorse a letter to UConn expressing the same concerns as
was written in a February 21, 2014 letter to Mr. Paul Ferri UConn Office of Environmental Policy. MOTION PASSED
UNANIMOUSLY.

Approval Request: Revised Plans for Paideia Greek Theater Project Exhibit Building, 28 Dog Lane (File
#1049-7)
No new information.

Consideration of Citizen Request to Televise IWA/PZC Meetings

In response to a citizen request that PZC meetings be televised, the Commission engaged in an extensive
discussion of the pros and cons of televising meetings. A “straw vote” was taken about televising the
IWA/PZC Meetings. The vote FAILED with Ryan, Lewis and Rawn in favor of televising, and Plante, Hall,
Goodwin, and Holt against, and Aho and Chandy abstaining.



Mansfield Tomorrow | Our Plan » Our Future:

Holt MOVED, Ryan seconded, to submit copies of the December 2014 public hearing draft of the Mansfield
Tomorrow Plan of Conservation and Development to the Mansfield Town Council and the Capitol Region
Council of Governments Regional Planning Commission for review and comment In accordance with provisions
of C.G.S. Sec. 8-23(g). A public hearing will be scheduled for March 2, 2015 at 7:00 PM. Comments will be
taken that evening. Unless concluded earlier, the Commission shall adjourn the hearing for the evening at 11
PM and continue it to another date for additional comment, If testimony is completed and the Commission
determines there is no cause to keep the hearing open, the hearing may be closed at any time.

Copies of the draft ptan shall also be transmitted to the Town Attorney and the following nearby communities:
Ashford, Chaplin, Coventry, Tolland, Willington and Windham. The following Town boards, committees and
commissions shall be provided with an electronic copy of the document for their review and comment;
Agriculture Committee, Committee on the Needs of Persons with Disabilities, Commission on Aging,
Conservation Commission, Economic Development Commission, Four Corners Sewer and Water Advisory
Committee, Historic District Commission, Human Services Advisory Committee, Mansfield Tomorrow Advisory
Group, Mansfield Board of Education, Open Space Preservation Committee, Parks Advisory Committee,
Recreation Advisory Committee, Region 19 Board of Education, Sustainability Committee, Town University
Relations Advisory Committee, Transportation Advisory Committee, and other relevant advisory committees.
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY, '

Reports from Officers and Committees:
It was noted that the regular IWA and PZC meetings for January 5, 2015 have been cancelled. A Special
Meeting of the PZC will be held on January 5, 2015 to discuss the UConn Master Plan.

Communications and Bills: Noted.

Adjournment: Chairman Goodwin adjourned the meeting at 8:51 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Katherine Holt, Secretary



DRAFT MINUTES
MANSFIELD PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
Regular Meeting
Monday, January 5, 2015
Council Chamber, Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building

Members present:  Chairman Goodwin, R. Hail, K. Holt, G. Lewis, P. Plante, B. Pociask, K. Rawn, B. Ryan
Members absent: B. Chandy

Alternates present: P, Aho, 5, Westa

Alternates absent: V. Ward

Staff present: Linda Painter, Director of Planning and Development

Chairman Goodwin called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and appointed Westa and Aho in place of Chandy
and Lewis. Lewis arrived at 7:04 and Aho-was no longer seated.

UConn Draft Master Plan Review and Discussion ‘
Painter distributed a summary of her preliminary review comments on the master plan and highlighted
various positive master pian elements and concerns. Members discussed various elements and asked
questions of Beverly Wood, UCONN Director of Planning, Key themes included:

Skepticism that the proposed enrollment growth was needed.

Commendations for positive changes in the planning approach, including the strong focus on
sustainability, building within existing footprints instead of growing out, introduction of east/west
woodland corridors and the multi-modal approach to addressing congestion on-campus.

Concern that the plan did not seem to address all of the potential impacts of anticipated growth,
Concern that the plan did not do enough to address trave! to and from campus; efforts to mitigate off-
campus traffic impacts and the need to expand regional multi-modal transportation partnerships.
Need for UConn to identify and construct off-campus bicycle and pedestrian connections to areas with
high concentrations of student housing and commercial services.

Opposition to the siting of a multi-purpose arena at the intersection of Routes 195 and 275; alternative
sites suggested: the Depot Campus and south campus along Bolton Road, to the rear of Fine Arts.
Need for UConn to consider alternative mechanisms for reducing congestion on the main campus such
as relocating administrative services to the Depot Campus.

Desire for UConn to provide incentives to staff, faculty and students to use regional transportation
services and outlying park and ride lots,

Support for campus growth contingent upon UConn and the State of Connecticut resolving
transportation impacts to the satisfaction of both the University and the Town.

Painter will prepare a draft letter including comments from other advisory committees for consideration at
the January 20, 2015 meeting,.

Adjournment: Chairman Goodwin adjourned the meeting at 8:57 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Katherine Holt, Secretary






DRAFT MINUTES
MANSFIELD INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY
Regular Meeting
Monday, December 15, 2014
Council Chambers, Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building

Members present:  Chairman Goodwin, B. Chandy, R. Hall, K. Holt, G. Lewis, P. Plante, K. Rawn, B. Ryan
Members absent: B. Pociask

Alternates present:  P. Aho, V. Ward, S. Westa (7:04)

Staff present: Jennifer Kaufman, Inland Wetlands Agent

Chairman Goodwin called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and appointed Aho to act in Pociask’s absence.

Review of Minutes:

a. 12-01-14 - Regular Meeting- Hall MOVED, Ryan seconded, to approve the 12-01-14 minutes as written.
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.
b. 12-10-2014 - Field Trip - Ryan MOVED, Aho seconded, to approve the 12-10-14 field trip minutes as
written. MOTION PASSED with Goodwin, Holt, Ryan and Aho in favor; all others disqualified.
Old Business:
a. W1541- Mason Brook, LLC, 153 Moulton Road, 2- Lot Subdivision
Holt MOVED, Chandy seconded, to recommend to the Planning and Zoning Commission that for the one
lot subdivision request owned by Mason Brook, LLC and located at 153 Moulton Road as shown on a map
dated 8/2014, that:
* The BAE be adjusted to be as far as possible from wetlands;
» The DAE be reduced to the minimum required 40,000 square feet and the boundary moved further
from wetlands; and
* Anote be placed on the subdivision plan indicating that any new regulated activity in the upland
review area or in the wetlands or watercourse will require the owner to submit an inland wetlands
application as required by the Town of Mansfield’s Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations.
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.,
b. W1542-Guyette, 140 Codfish Falls, 3 Lot Subdivision
ltem tabled pending a 1/20/15 Public Hearing
¢, W1543-Stearns, 40-100 Stearns Road, Gravel Removal Request

Goodwin recused herself and Vice Chair Ryan took the seat and appointed Westa to act in her place.

Holt MOVED, Hall seconded, to grant an Inland Wetlands License pursuant to the Wetlands and Watercourses
Regulations of the Town of Mansfield to Willard J. Stearns and Sons, Inc. {File #W1543) for Gravel Removal on
property owned by the applicants and located at 40 -100 Stearns Road as shown on plans dated 10/28/2014
and as described in application submissions. This action is based on a finding of no anticipated significant
impact on the wetlands, and is conditioned on the following provisions being met:

1. Appropriate erosion and sedimentation controls shall be in place, maintained during gravel removal, and
removed when disturbed areas are completely stabilized;

The site shall be stabilized adequately until permanent seeding can take place;

. All tires on site shall be stored not less than 25 feet from the edge of wetlands; and
4, Note #7, last sentence shall be corrected to read “...with the Town-MANSFIELD”

This approval is valid for five years (until December 15, 2019} unless additional time is requested by the
applicant and granted by the Inland Wetlands Agency. The applicant shall notify the Wetlands Agent before any




work begins and all work shall be completed within one year. Any extension of the activity period shall come
before this Agency for further review and comment.
MOTION PASSED with all in favor except Goodwin who recused herself
d. W1545-Niarhakos, 101 East Road, 3-Lot Re-Subdivision
Item tabled pending a 1/20/15 Public Hearing

New Business:

a. W1546 — Renwood Apartments, 20 Dartmouth Road — New Septic System for Building #20
Ryan MOVED, Holt seconded, to receive the application submitted by Renwood Apartments, LLC (IWA File
#W1546) under the Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations of the Town of Mansfield for the construction
of a new septic system on property located at 20 Dartmouth Road as shown on a map dated 10/27/2014
and as described in application submissions, and to refer said application to staff and the Conservation
Commission for review and comments, MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Other Communications and Bills:
Noted.

Adjournment:
The Chairman adjourned the meeting at 7:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, -

Katherine Hoit, Secretary



AGENDA
MANSFIELD INLAND WETLAND AGENCY

CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Special Joint Meeting — Field Trip
WEDNESDAY, January 14, 2015
3:00 pm

FIELD TRIP MINUTES

Members present: K. Holt, B. Ryan, P. Aho, V. Stearns,
Staff present: J. Kaufman, Inland Wetlands Agent

The field trip began at 3:00 p.m.

IWA File #W1546- Septic System- Renwood Apartments, LLC 20 Dartmouth Road

Members were met on site by Eric Peterson of Gardner and Peterson representing the applicant. No
decisions were made.

The field trip adjourned at approximately 2:20 pm

Katherine Holt, Secretary

Binu Chandy * JoAnn Goodwin = Roswell Hal! 1il » Katherine Holt = Gregory Lewis * Peter Plante
Barry Pociask * Kenneth Rawn = Bonnie Ryan * Pau! Aho {A) = Vera Stearns Ward (A) » Susan Westa (A)






STATE OF CONNECTICUT

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Dannel P. Malloy
Governor
Naney Wyman
Lt. Governor

Jewel Mullen, M.D., M.P.H.,, M,P.A.
Commissioner

December 18, 2014

Paul Fern

UCONN—Office of Environmental Policy
31 LeDoyt Road, U-3055

Storrs, CT 06269

Re: Notice of Scoping for the University of Connecticut (UCONN) Honors Residence Hall

Dear Mr. Ferri:

The Department of Public Health (DPH) Drinking Water Section (DWS) has reviewed the above
Notice of Scoping for the proposed construction of a new Honors Program residence hall and
dining facility on South Campus, at the corner of Gilbert Road and Mansfield Drive.

The Source Assessment and Protection Unit reviewed the information provided in the Notice of
Scoping, the presentation. prepared for the December 2, 2014 Public Scoping Meeting and the
response to DPH comments i3 the Records of Decision (RODs) for the STEM Residence Hall
* and the-New Engineering and Science Building. Based upon this review, the DWS has prepared
the following comments for your consideration when developing the Environmental Impact ... -
Evaluation for the proposed project: *~ ~ o

o The proposed location of the Honors Residence Hall is within the public water supply ™
watershed of Mansfield Hollow Reservoir, a source of public drinking water for the'
customers of the Windham Water Works. In order to protect this source of public
drinking water from adverse impacts due to construction, the attached Construction Best
Management Practices should be adhered to.

e Low impact development practices for storm water management should be employed
where feasible.

« The timing of activation of the interconnection with the Connecticut Water Company
(CWC) is critical to ensure an adequate supply of drinking water with a margin of safety
during peak use periods. UCONN is encouraged to continue to coordinate with CWC on
scheduling of the implementation of this interconnection.

e Inresponse fo DPH comments on the STEM Residence Hall and the New Engineering
and Science Building regarding mitigation in the event that the CWC interconnection is
not available at the time of building ocoupancy, the RODs indicate that UCONN
anticipated providing the details of ifs plan for intermittent use of Fenton Well D during

Phone: (860) 509-7333 « Fax: (860) 509-7359 « VP: (860) 899-1611
410 Capitol Avenue, MS#5IWAT, P.0. Box 340308
Hartford, Connecticut 06134-0308
s o www.ct.gov/dph
ot i Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer







Connecticut Department of

ENERGY &
ENVIRONMENTAL

Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer

79 Elm Street » Hartford, CT 06106-5127 www.ct.gov/deep

Notice of Tentative Determination to Approve an Application for
Diversion of Water Permit
And Intent to Waive Public Hearing
Applicant(s): The Connecticut Water Company, The University of Connecticut
Application No.: DIV- 201404187
City/Town: Ellington, Vernon, Tolland, Coventry, Mansfield

The Commissioner of the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (“DEEP”) hereby
gives notice that a tentative determination has been reached to approve the following application
fora permit to divert the waters of the state. The Commissioner also intends to waive the
requirement for public hearing pursuant to Section 22a-371 provided that a hearing may be held
if the Commissioner determines that the public interest will best be served thereby, or shall hold
a hearing upon receipt of a petition as more thoroughly described below.

Application Number: DIV-201404187

Applicant’s Name and Address: The Connecticut Water Company
93 West Main Street, Cheshire, CT 06413-0562

Contact Name and Phone No.: David Radka
860-669-8630

Applicant’s Name and Address: The University of Connecticut
31 LeDoyt Road, Unit 3055, Storrs, CT 06269-3055

Contact Name and Phone No.: Jason Coite
860-486-9305

Type of Permit: Diversion of Water
Relevant statute(s)y/Regulation: Section 22a-365 through 22a-378
Project Description: Interconnection and transfer of a maximum of 1.85 million

gallons per day of water from Connecticut Water Company
public water system in Tolland to the University of
Connecticut and Town of Mansfield

Project Location: Along Route 195 from intersection with Anthony
Road/Baxter Street in Tolland through Mansfield Four
Corners to its intersection with Towers Point Road in
Mansfield



Water(s): Shenipsit Reservoir, Hockanum River, Willimantic River

COMMISSIONER’S FINDINGS/REGULATORY CONDITIONS

The proposed activity includes the following: 1) transfer a maximum of 1.85 million gallons of
water per day from The Connecticut Water Company’s Northern Operations Western System to
the University of Connecticut’s public water system via 4 proposed regional 5.3 mile pipeline
along Route 195, and 2) installation of a 0.5 mile potable water distribution main emanating
fiom the aforementioned regional pipeline westerly along Route 44 from Mansfield Corners to
the vicinity of the Jensen’s Mobile Home Park. The proposed activity will affect the Shenipsit
Reservoir, Hockanum River, and Willimantic River,

Pursuant to Section 22a-371 of the CGS, the Department has found that the application i3
complete and has determined that the proposed diversion 1) is necessary, 2} will not significantly
affect long-range water resources management, and 3) will not impair proper management and
use of the water resources of the State. Accordingly, the Commissioner hereby publishes notice
of intent to waive the requirement for a public hearing, provided if the Commissioner receives a
petition requesting a hearing signed by 25 persons on or before the deadline for receipt of written
comments specified at the end of this notice, a hearing will be held. Notice of any hearing will be
published in a newspaper having genesal circulation in the arca where the proposed diversion

will take place or have effect.

INFORMATION REQUESTS/PUBLIC COMMENT

This application has been assigned No. DIV-201404187; please use this number when
corresponding with DEEP regarding this application. Interested persons may obtain a copy of the
application from the applicant’s contact noted above. The application and supporting
documentation are available for inspection at DEEP, Bureau of Water Protection and Land
Reuse, 79 Elm Street, Hartford, CT from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm Monday through Friday by
contacting Carol Ladue of the Inland Water Resources Division at (860) 424-3828, Questions
may be directed to Doug Hoskins, of the Inland Water Resources Division at (860) 424-4192.

Before making a final decision on this application, the Commissioner shall consider written
comments on the application from interested persons. Written comments on the application
should be directed to Doug IHoskins, Bureau of Water Protection & Land Reuse, Inland Water
Resources Division, Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, 79 Elm Street,
Hartford, CT 06106-5127, or may be submitted via electronic mail to: Douglas.Hoskins@ct.gov
no later than thirty (30) days from the publication date of this notice.

PETITIONS FOR HEARING
Petitions shall be signed by at least twenty five persons and should include the application

number noted above and also identify a contact person to receive notifications. Petitions may
also identify a person who is authorized to engage in discussions regarding the application and, if
resolution is reached, withdraw the petition. Original signed petitions may be scanned and sent
electronically to deep.adjudications@ct.gov or may be mailed or delivered to: DEEP Office of
Adjudications, 79 Elm Street, 3% floor, Hartford, CT 06106-5127. All petitions must be received
within the comment period noted above. If submitted electronically, original signed petitions
must also be mailed or delivered to the address above within ten days of electronic submittal. If a

TWRD Rev. 11/07/2013



hearing is held, timely notice of such hearing will be published in a newspaper of general
circulation.

, 2014 ﬂ?éé{ %‘*’

Publication Date Cheryl A, Chase, Director
Inland Water Resources Division
Bureau of Water Protection and Land Reuse

The Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection is an Affirmative Action
and Equal Opportunity Employer that is comumitted to complying with the Americans with
Disabilities Act. To request an accommodation contact us at (§60) 418-5910 or

deep.accommodations@ect.gov

IWRD Rev. 11/07/2013
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From the
Directot’s

Desk

We celebrated a remarkable person recently - Frank Was ylink, a volunteer
Senior Iustructor for Connecticut’s Conservation Education/Firearms
Safety (CE/RS) Program, Frank is wunique in many wonderfl ways. Mosi
especially, he has a deep passlon for witdlife and young people, Though
the CE/FS Program, Frank has lived those passions fo thelr fullest for over
20 years,

Of a cadre of more than 300 volunteers, Frank stands apart, He prondly
volunieers to provide instriictlon in firearms safely, lrapping, and archery,
as well as sharlng what it means to be an outstanding member of the
hunting and trapping community. Certified as a CE/FS instructor in 1993
dnd then as a Senior Fnstrictor in 1998, Frank serves as a meition; not only
o his students, but also to other Instructors wishing to share thelr talents
with asplring trappers and hnnters, And, what a mentor he Is.

In September 2014, frank, with the help of Ws teaching team, presented his
2915t coutrse. Among the gradnates of that course wus Li-year-old Andrew
Peflerin, Noi onfy was Andvew a wonderful student, he also was recognized
s the 10,000t stident 1o have graduated from a Frank Wasylhuk hunter/
Irapper education class, This was a milestone for both Andres and Frank -
Jor Andrew as entering a long and honored hunting tradition and for Fraik
as the first and only CE/FS instructor to reach the 10,800 student mark,

Adear friend and fellow insirucior said of Frank, “He Is the most
dedicated guy I have ever met.” No belter praise than ihai can cone From
your peers and those you mentor,

One cannot help bul marvel ai the Juxtaposition of the young, excited, and
energized Andvew and the older; excited, and energized Frank, Togethes,
they represent all thal Is gaod about our past and enr future, How migh
each of us build on their excitement and energy?

Congrainlations, Franki We applaud you for all you have done and
continue lo do, And, thank you to his wife Sue and children, Chrissy,
Aintee, Jenn, aud Frank, Jr,, for supporting Frank in this speclal endeavor,

Rick Jacobson, Director

Thanks are aiso extended to the members of the New Haven Raccoon Club,
as well as to all of the fish and gante elubs throughout Comection, jor
their continued support of the Conservation Education/Firearms Jafety
Program, Through your support, the followlng principles are conyeyed; 1}
ethical hunting; 2) the role of the hunter/trapper in wildlife managenient;
and 3) firearms and archery safety, .

Cover:

This wintey; the Cantada goose season i eastem Connecticut (NAP-H Unlt)
has been increased to 70 days with a flvee-biid datly bag limif Hhrongh
January 24, 2015. Se¢ the current Migratory Bird Hunting Guide for mmore
information,

Photo cotirvesy of Pari J. Fusco
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CE/FS Instructor Recognized for Milestone Accomplishment
Written by Tom Donlon, DEEP Wildlife Division

Each year, more than 5,000 students
are cerified in Connecticut’s
Conservation Education/Firearms Safety
(CE/ES) Program, The progrun teaches
safety in three disciplines: firearms
hunting, bow hunfing, and trapping.
Classes ars taught by a dedicated coro
of volunteer Insteuctors. More than 300
experienced hunters and trappers donate
thelr time and expentise to inlcoduce
students to the hunting and trapping
tradition, focusing on tha safety aspecls
associnted with each discipline,

This past September, DEEP Com-
missioner Rob Klee visited ¢ CH/ES
firearms saféty class at the New Haven
Raccoon Club in Durham to recognize
an unprecedented event for the program.
Sentor Instructor Frank Wasylink was
introduced by the Commissioner lo young
Andrew Pellerin, a student in his class,
as his 10,000th student, Frauk, joined by
his wife and four children, was presented
an awared fo recognize this significant
milestone.

Tank Wasylink was certified as a CH/
ES instructor in 1993 and appolnted a
Senior Instructor in 1998, Throughout his
involvement in the program, Frank has
faught 292 classes as a volunieer, When

Frank [s a well-known and respected
membaer of the New Havan Raceoon Club,
which has hosted ore than 69 CE/FS
classos In he laat five yesrs,

|

Frank Wasylink, a velunteor Conseyvatlon Education/Flrearms Safely [nstructor since 1893
{end a Sanlor Instructor since 1988}, has received numarous awards and regognitlons over the

yeara {oy his contribullons. Here, he displays a plaque he racelved recantly. Another recent
hionor was marking the 10,0001h atudent he has taught In hls numerous classes.

asked if he had any idea of how many
students he had taught, Frank replied I
kuew It was a lot, but L never took the
time to count, 1 had 1o get ready for the
next class)” Frank is the only instructor In
Connecilcut 10 achieve the milestone of
teaching (0,000 students,

As a Senior Insteuctor, Frank's respon-
sibilities go beyond just teaching classes.
He also is charged with helping new
instructors become ceriified and building
instruetor teams to teach the program.
Feank has assisted dozens of new Insteuc-
tors to learn the ropes and has budlt a
strong leam at the Raccoon Club.

When receiving his award, Frank
sald “The ¢redit doesn’t just go to me,
We have a greaf team here and none of
our classes would be gossible without
the leam." Frank cited David Poulus, Ray
Volikas, Alexandra Kelleher, Craig Ver-
rilll, and Yool Cramer (the Instrucfor team
present for the ¢lass), He also recagnized
the other instructors, including (he ones he
has taught wilh, as the reason the program
is successful,

Frank noted that the CE/FS Program
works because of the support il receives
from spontsinen’s ¢lubs around the state,
The New Haven Raccoon Club js an
outstanding example of ¢lub suppot,
having hosted more than 50 classes in the

last five years, DEBP Commissioner Klee
presented club president Tommy Hinmun
with a certificate recognizing the New
Haven Raceoon Club’s support of the CB/
ES Program,

“Prank embaodies 1he volunteer spiril
thot alf of our volunteers share,” sald Tom
Donlon, a CE/PS Progeam Coordinufor,
*The instructors bring lo the classes their
passion for hunting and their desire fo in-
troduce new hunters te the tradition, Con-
necticut’s dedicated corps of volunteers
ave the backbone of the CE/FS Program
and the reason safe, ethicat, and respon-
sibls hunters are brought into the sport.”

Frank, like so many of Conmecticut’s
inslnctors, sees volunteering to teach
hunter safety classes as a way to “give
back to the teadition of hunting that he has
enjoyed for so many yenrs.” Af each class,
he invites students to get involved and
share what they leatn with others, “T¢s the
only way we can continue the radition of
hunting as n safe and enjoyable activity,”
added Prank.

Cougratulations to Frank Wasylink
for reaching this Impressive milestone!
The DEEP Wildlife Division appreciates
Brank’s counfless hours of service as he
continues to share his knowledge and
fove of hunting with 10,000 students and
beyond.

November/Dacember 2014
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Another Long-time Wildlife Division Staff Member Retires

On September 1, 2014, Program Specialist
Mark Clavette retired after nearly 34 years
with the DEEP Wildlife Division, Mark iakes
with him a vast amount of knowledge and
experience that will be impossible to replace,
and his accomplishments and contributlons

have been many. This is Mark’s oppotiunity to
pul some of his legacy in his own words, The
Wildlife Divislon staff thanks Mark for his years
of dedicated servico and we wish him all the best
while he enjoys his retirement,

When did you begin working for the Widlife
Diyistor and what different positions did you
hold? :

Lstarted working with the Wildlife Division
in November 1980 following a temporaty ranger
asslgnment with the U.S, Forest Service In Wyo-
niing, My fivst job was as a seasonal deer check
station operator, and then I was hired as a season-
al employee three more times to assist furbearer
biologlst, Joe Risigo. I was hired permanenily as
a Wildlife Biologist in May 1982, working under
Assistant Dlrector Peter Bogue, I was promoted
to a Biologist 2 In 1985 and Program Specialist | in 1991,

Briefly describe sonte of your job responsibilities during your
FHime with the Widlife Division.

My job has left me with a variety of experiences and respon-
sibifides. Initially, as a field biologist, thoss tasks were with fand
tartagement, fur resource data collection, beaver trapplng, and
responding to nulsance wildlife assistance requests. My Hartford
office tenure began as coordinator of the state’s Pheasant Pro-
gram aad providing technical assistance to the public regarding
hunting access programs, wildlife damage issues, land manage-
ment projects, public access initiatives, and coordinating coop-

AN K

Mark has a vast knowledge base of public hupting areas through his Invelvement with tha

WildiHfe Divislon's pheasanl program,

(L3 ST 2l

Mark Clavetts reédlly shared hls knowledgo of wildiife and hunting with
Gonnecticut residents In manz venuas, {ncluding the Environmenial Gonservalion
Palloe Divislon's Tum In Poas

ora {TiP) (raller.

erative access programs with a multitade of private sportsmen’s
organizations. Over the years, the position grew (o include nany
administrative functlons, including land acquisition, recruitment
of personnel, development of agency regulations and legislation,
and supervision of spectal permilling programs such as Nulsance
Wildtife Control Operators, Wildlife Rehabilitation, and wildiife
possesston/imporation, Por the past 10 years, I also superyised
the Conservation Education/Pirearms Safety Program, Connecti-
cut’s equivalent of hanter/trapper education,

What were some of your mafor accomplislments?

Isaw my Job as an advocate for licensed hunfers and trap-
pers and g lof of my efforts were made to
ensure that opportundties to enjoy thele
outdoor activities continued, Some of
iy most rewarding accomplishments
included a snceessful defense of the
Pheasant Program, resisting efforis to
close araas fo hunting, and opening up

to public huating thousands of acres of
newly acquired lands and existing DEEP
lands. I would also add my involvement
In a variety of regulatory and legislative
changes to benefit wildlife management
and hunters, This lneluded a recent com-
prehensive package of favorable changes
adding the use of crossbow equipment
for all bowhunters. Mors recently, a new
fedesal ald project to purchose additlonat
acreage for expanding existing Wildlifo
Management Areas has come to faui-

tion and will ensure that wildlife-related
recreation, lncloding hunting, will be
maintained as primary public uses, These
acconiplishuments were the result of fa-
vorable velationships with our constituen-
cies, Weluding other DBRP Divisions.

4 Connecticut Wildlife
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What was your favorite antinal to
work with?

Peoplo ~ especially hunters and
{roppers. 1 never thought I would come
into this career and not work with
individual wildlife specles, It took
me some lime (o realize that how you
deal with people is the most impoitant
quality you caa bring to a wildlife job,
1 have always enjoyed helping others
truly appreciate alf that Connecticut
has o offer in the ouldoors,

What part of your job will you iniss
the most?

[ will miss the working relation-
ships and friendships I have developed
with DEEP staff. They often looked to
me for guidance and I'd Jike to think
that the historical knowledge and
insight 1 provided was imore than just
part of the job.

What will your not nilss?

I will not miss being a supervisor, This was the ouly pt of
my job that truly caused me the most shress, Although I feel that
I was a good and capable supervisor, it wasn’t somefhing I re-
ally wanted to do, Being a person in leadership often forces you
to do things that make people unhappy,

What do you think are the three major Issues eurrently facing
the Wildiife Dlvision?

1. As is probably true with any state ageney, the kack of
financial and labor resources while attempiing to meel changing
public demand and expeciation for services is challenging. Posi-
tion vacancies in both the Wiidlife Divislon and Envivonmentat
Conseryation Police Division should be filled,

2, There is 100 much reliance on federal funding and user
fees genevated by Yicensed hunters and trappers to suppoit the
vast majority of wildlife programs and projects, all of which
benefit the general public at Jarge, There needs to be a cantinu-
Ing increase in general funded support and 4 mechanism by
which atl members of the public pay into professional wildiife
management,

3, An incrensed reliance on justification for public hunting
based solely on the nced to manage wildlife, This is really trou-
blesome and boxes huntess and teappers into a tight carner. I ask
myself, “what happens when hunters are no longer needed for
managing overabundant species?" § don't enjoy hunting because
Tam providing a management service. [ hunt because it is part
of my heritage and because T enjoy pufting food on the table,

What mafor differencesichanges have you seen sitice yon first
Jotned the Wildl{fe Division?

When I started, we were essentially a “Game Divislon,”
supporting projecis and programs that enbanced wise use of
harvestable species. A lot has changed since then and the Wild-
life Division, as with every other agency notionwide, increased
ils responsibilities over a broader amay of specles and brought
on staff to focus on *nongame” wildlife. Ouiside of the Wildlife
Division, our co-workers in Bnvironmental Conservation Police
Diviston no longer focus entirely on game law enforcement and
have taken on the greatest change in responsibilities as the sole

Caordinallng publle access and cooperalive sportamen’s programs required Mark to have a
great deal of Interaation with a varlety of consllluents. ’

pencekeepers on all DEEP lands, Working with Conservation
Offtcers, as they were once called, on n yarlety of fronls were
some of the best days a biclogist could ever have.

Has anytldng vemained the same?

The only thing that hasn’t changed is the passion that many
of our staff has for the job they do, even under difficult imes,
Hunters and trappers should be proud to know that many of the
professional staff share their same passion for the future.

What is the most mentorable event that happened during your
e with the Wildfife Division?

1 would have to say the fatal shooting of Conservation Of-
ficer Jim Spignesi while he was searching for an illegal hunter
in December 1998 iu Scotland, As many of the public may
not be awace, Jim was a respected and deeply admired deer
bialogist in the Wildlife Division for many yeacs before he
switched roles, He was my first supervisor, as well, That event
will forever be Ingrained in alf of us, I take some solace in hay-
ing a part in the effort to purchase the land wpon which he was
killed, as au addition to the Pudding Hill Wild{lfe Management
Area, apily renamed the James V. Spignesi WMA in his honor.

Whai advice do you have for your colleagites?

Be hue to the renl reason you decided to enter this field,
Never forget that hunters and trappers are deperding on you.
Be sound scieniific stewards, but remember the role thal com-
mon sense shoutd play in making fmportant wildtife decisions!

What are your plans after reflrement? .

I was out In the woods for the opening of the fall archery
deer/turkey season on September 15 and will bunt oceasion-
ally untit December 31, ON MY OWN TIME! I also will be
switclhing roles somewhat with iy wife, Donna, as she picks
up more work hours and I take care of some family needs
at home, I plan to enjoy outdoors time with some previous
retirees and help out more with huater education classes as a
newly-certified volunteer Instructor.

November/December 2014
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Connecticut State Parks —~ The Next 42 Years
Written by Alan Levers, DEEP Slale Farks Diviston; pholos from DEEP Slate Park archives

Tha Connecticut Depariment of Buvi-
ronmental Protection (DEP) began
its existence on October 1, 1971, On that
day, Connecticu’s Park and Forest Com-
mission, established in 1913, censed to
exist and the State Park Division within
DEPR was born, The change brought an
emerging cullure of environmental re-
sponsibility where individual parks were
understood to be part of, and conleibuiors
to, thelr surrcunding ecosystems, Though
the changes would be stow, the wheels
were set in motfon,

Continued Park System Growth

As if in deference to the earllest
park vislonarles, the first park properties
acquired under the new DBP were based
around water.

The 1973 gift of 40 neres In New
MHford became the first park in the new
DEP fold, This rocky real estate, which
abutted and overlooked the north shore of
the 1,300-acre Lake Lillinonah, caine lo
be known as Lovers Leap State Park.

As with so many parks, the initinl
Tand is the seed that genminates, sore-
times over decades, Into the extensive
park aerenge the public comes to enjoy.
That was the case at Lovers Leap, which
expanded irom ils original gift to 160
acres, and similarly in two soon-to-follow

Sy
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locations - the many-segmented, multi-
town Scantfe River State Park and the
20-mile, six town, Hop River State Park
Trail, which were both added in 1979,

No ¢ne, however, could foresee that
as the 1970s concluded, there would be
little expansion of the park system untfl
the swmmer of 1992, It would be the lean-
est time of slate park acquisition in Stale
Park’s first 100 years. Nonetheless, the
park system could boast nine new parks
embracing over 1,000 acres at the close
of the 1970s,

While purchases may have been lean
for those 13 years, Park staff was unusy-
ally busy accommodating the explosive
growth in visitor attendance, Indeed, from
1579 to 1992, npproximately 100 million
visitors, or one fifth of all attendaace ever
talied in the first century of Connecticut
State Parks, came through the gates.

State Parks sfowly gol their aequisi-
tion Jegs back vnder them, heginning in
1892 with the transfer from the Depart-
mend of Transportation of the Air Line
Trail raitroad bed. From there, State Packs
embarked on a path of new additions that
wonld total 13 in the next two decndes
and bring the fotal to 107 state parks at
the time of the Park Centennial in 2013,

New park properties in the 19%0s
included the 225-ncre Stillwater Pond

e i

State Park In
Torrtngton, the
218-acre Mono
Pond State Park
in Columbia, and
the 300-acre Trout
Brook Valley in
Easton, And though Connecticut River
propeities had always been sought after
for State Parks, the river’s ulbuinries,
major coves, and lidal wettands have also
been desired,

Somepluce Special Along the
Salmon River

The oppottunity to profect one such
important cove along the Jower Con-
necticut River Valley finally arsived in
Iate 1998 when the 300-ncre Echo Parm
in Bast Haddam was becoming available.
The faim: featured 6,000 feet of frontnge
on the Salmon River and scenle vistas
from its highest vantage points, Echo
Farm was o premium parcel and, amid ro-
mors of dense residential and/or commer-
clal development, the State of Connecti-
cut acquired the parcel, Today, the pascel
is kmown as Machimoadus State Patk, a
designation {he pre-Ruropean locals had
bestowed upon 1t for the occasional, and
still present, beoming neises that emanate
from the vieinity. _

Ten years later, in 2008, upstream
of and conliguous fo Machimoodus, the
slte of the former Sunrlse Resort became
avallable. Generations had known this
classic walerside vacation focation as one
of the best of several In the East Haddam
arca. But, as with so many of the toeal
resorts, changes in sunmer recreation
pattexns slowly closed the window on a
way of life that had existed on the site
since 1916, ‘The acquisition of the Sunrise

" Resost property in December 2008 added

143 acres to the neighboring 300 acres at
Machimoodus State Park and an addi-
tional nine tenths of a mile of tiverfront
protection aloag the Salmon River,

In addition to State Pak's ongoing
objectives of protecting and providing
access to Cennecticut’s waters and land-
seapes, another priority — historic pres~
ervalion — rose {o the forefront whenever
the opporlunity was presented.

Enter Fort Trumbull State Park

Hidden along New London’s Thames
River walerfront, the snug coastal site

Dlscusslons about the acqulslifon of Lovers Leap bagan In 1944, but monsy was never
sol aslde for purchase, The goneroslly of Catherlne Hurd, prior te her passing, proved to
be a boon to the clilzens of the state as she left her racky hiltop estate to the poople of
Conneclicut for use as a state park. ‘
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of Forl Trumbull
was llitle known
even (o most of
its neighbors.
For years, the
fort was home to
sensitivo milifary
research, which
did riot atlow for
public visitation,
That changed in
1992 when the
Naval Undersea
Warfare Center
moved from the
fort 1o Newport,
Rhode Istand, and
opened the way
for a state-spon-
sored Initiative to
obfain, cleanup,
and open the site,
After years of
restorations and
enhancements,
the renovated fort and its grounds opened
to the public in 2000, Its addition to the
park system added 15 scenic and historic
acres and round-the-clock coastal aceess
for saltwater fishing.

=y

An Equestrian Experiment

Drecades after the first State Park Po-
Hee patrolled the beaches of Hamronas-
set on horseback in the 1920s, the idea
of a horse pairol, which had slipped into
history by the 1930s, was rekindled and
reestablished in the enrly 1980s.

It was, however, only through sheer
determination that Conservation Of-
ficers along the shore were able to bring
the plan to freition, Though adding
horses was approved by the Park offices,
no funds were provided, Nonetheless,
excitement spread In the community and
when horses, their tack, bedding, and
even a lraller were generously donated by
the publig, the program become a reality
at Rocky Meck State Park and Jater at
Hammmonasset Beach State Park.

‘Three horses constituted the ranks of
the early mouated pairol, Ralph, a quarter
horse, whose ardval In late 1982 got the
1983 program underwvay, was later joined
by Sam, another guarler horse, Fred the
Morgan horse rounded out the o,

‘The elevaled point of view-from
horseback boosted the officer’s abilily to
sec over crowds and improve parking lat
survefilance, During the yeas that the
horse patrol was active, both parks were
able to document a sharp decrease in

The sole new state park acquired In the 19805 brought 692 acres
In Lebanon Into the park system. Known as Red Cedar Lake State
Park at the onsst, the name was changed In 2000 to Moowaen
State Park In deference to Camp Moovieon, which had heen a
heloved summoer relreat from 1921 to 1860, The old road 1o the
tormer camp 18 now a well-deilned foresied path that leads visltors
Inta the deplha of this park,

help the public uaderstand the signifi-
cance of n location has long been a natu-
tal paet of state park historio properties.
Telling the story of Gilfefte Castle and
Dinosaur State Parks has been integral
practically from the start, However, the
onvironments! education which we take
for granted today was difficult to inittate,
Inklings of environmental interpre-
tive programs began in the 1960s, but
only to keep youthful summer canipers
at Hammonasset Beach Stale Park oc-
cupied over tho course of their long stay.
Those well-received programs caught
on and, enhanced by the environmental
awareness of the DIP e, their suc-
cess insplred other shore front parks lo
do the same, Slowly, interpretive efforts
grew to encompass trailside education,
school group programs, and summer
camps, Melgs Point Nature Center, now a
teadition at Hammonasset Beach, started
coastal environmental education; the na-
fure center at Rocky Neck followed, and

.
-

e e

Four-tagged Ralph and Ofticer John Johnston altract an admirer at Rocky Neck State

Park. Locatlng lost children, deoreasing parking loi vandallsm, and hoosting tha offlger's
pubile ralallons ware the hallmarks of the 1980 Mounied Horge Patrol.

“vehicular vandalism.”

As the 1990s approached aud the
horses aged into retivement, so did (he
program, But, for the greates part of the
decade it brought smiles to the faces of
parents and delight to the world of many
children.

Interpreting the Park
Environment
Having park intezpreters on site to

Sherwood Island joined in the 19905 a3
tulldfogs and staff became available,

Wildlife in the Parks

Dating from £971, when State Parks
became pait of DEF, the increased envi-
ronmental well-being across the state and
within State Parks has led to a growth in
both the range and the diversity of Con-
necticut’s wildlife. Today, in a state where
human and wiidlife pepulation densities
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A trall noar the border of the abutiing Mashlmoodus and Sunrise Slale Parks lyplfles the

look and fesl of the area which, In many places, Is relurning lo i1s naturat habltat unseen

at the location for over 80 years,

Constructed from 1839 to 1852, Fort
Teumbull is unlque In the “Third Systeny”
forls for the Egypllan Revival featuras
Incorporated Into s design, (Two earlier
fort systems had baen outdated.) The Port
never saw actlon in batile and by the end
of the Civil War advances In fire power had
ventterad all Third System foria vulnarable,
This 2000 pholo showa the fort cleaned

of lts Cold War era ofilee complaxes and
research buildings.

continue to increase, wildlife sighfings
in state parks ate increasingly common,
Howeven, state parks were vot always
quite so healthy.

In 1954, when trees in parks and
foresls were being devastated by pypsy
moths, it was a simple decision for
the head of State Parks to combat the
defolintion by seriaf spraylng of DDT.
Fortunately, ihe long-term impacts of
such actions have been realized and the
recovery i the quality of air, land, and
waler following protective environmental
taws has benefited more than just the
people of the slate.

At off-peak hours in (eday’s state
paiks, {t s not uncomimon {0 experience

large and small mamials, aquatic life,
and bird populations so diverse that visi-
tors come from hundreds of miles away
to glimpse, hear, and photograph the
multitude of specles.

Friends of State Parks

The 100-yene conunfiment to recreat-
Ing in and preserving today’s parks and
forests bas been made eqsier becanse of
our “Friends.” By any measure, Stale
Pasks' oldest fitend and ally in this com-
mitment bas been the Connecticut Forest
and Park Association (CFPA), Already 18
years old when the Park Commission be-
ganin 1913, CEPA remains the standard
by which other Friends organizations are
measured,

Sustaining a state park system has
proven to be a heavy workload, Fortu-
nately, as the yenss have passed, more
Eriends have helped parks flourish along
the way. After the Sieeping Giaat State
Park Assoclalion initiated the concept of
befriending a specific park location in
1924, six additionnl groups formed over
the next 70 years to support their Iocal
state park lands, In 1994, those original
seven organizations provided the foun-
dation for the successful formation of a

This logo represents (WYY,

the statewide § 4}:",3,
Friends of S 2
Conneotlout State R

Parks, which
continues 16 enhance
our Parks through a
combination of visitor
aediroation and politleal
advocacy across the alate.

Gpened In 2000, Fort Trumbull Stalo Park
todny features the returbished pre-Civil
War granlte-hlook fort, & world class,
gtate-of-the-arl visitor and Interprotive
ganler, and publle-access saltwaler
{ishing plars.

s I R S e i
The Salmon River laday remalns quletly attractive for outdoor recreatlon ae It has basn

{or nearly a eenlury. Thls Image was caplured during jate épring State Park Dlvislon No
Chitd Left Inslde® pragram.
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of eight million such
visitors every year, And
despile the challenges
that Mother Nature

and millons of visitors
sometimes impose, it is
only tbrough the hard
work and perseverance
of partk supervisors,
maintainers, and other
DEEP siaif that the state
parks remain pleasing
destinations 10 enjoy
year tound.

December 22, 2014,
marks 160 years since
the orlglaal purchase of
the five-acre, bankrupt
beachfront property
In Westpard, the park
systern’s first, With the
vision of an expansive
statewvide park system,

s Y AU

AlberlTurner Is seen later In his ¢aresr, with his ever present
plpo In hand and Intmitabile knlckers, proposing tha location
of ths noxt atate park,

NS Tl

statewide group ~ the Friends of Conuect-
fcut State Parks, By the time 2013 and
the Connecticut Stale Park Centennial
tolled avound, our state could count 23
Frfends groups that, in their own special
way, bave helped thelr respeetive parks,
and the park system In general, be better,
richer places for the public to enjoy.

100 Years

Phenomenal accomplishraents of
acquisition and malntenance have been
achieved by the end of the State Parks’
first 100 years, The earfy Park Commls-
slon's vislon of making speeial lands
available for public use Is continually
being fulfilled. At the end of its flvst
century, Contiecticut Stafe Parks can
boast 107 locations enconpassing 32,500
acres. It s said that everyone in the slate’s
population of nearly 3.6 million people
is withln a I5-mminute drive of a state
park. This must be s0, because In recent
yenrs altendance figures show an average

Conneclicut’s State Parks have grown to
include a remarkably diverse assemblage
of woodlonds, waterfalls, meadows, and
histeric grounds that today are enjoyed in
ways as diverse as the visilors who make
use of them,

A Close Look

A close look by today’s park visitors
will yield the spirit of Albert Tumer, the
first State Park employee, the park system
visionary, and the nationally respected

Feoe e L e,

The late 2000s brought wintering hathor
seals to stato park shores. This Individus)
wes saen basking In tha sunshine at
Hammienassel Beach In Madison.

archilect of the Conngeticut State Park
System. In early 1914, as he sat with the
burden of constructing a park system to
last the ages Turner wiote:

“f tried to imagine the chunges of the
next thirty yeavs, emd still future thirties
voo fand]  have formed the personal opin-
ion that tomorrow will see State Parks
in Conngctiont as necessary as Stale
Higlwyays are today.”

Tumer’s vislon of a park system
reftected the open Connecticut landscape
of the 1870s and 1880s, Today, those who
walk the heaches of Hammonnasgel nt
sunrise can shate the view of open space
Turuer knew In the days of his youth; the
view ho defined early in 1914 nnd which
he spent the rest of his life helping Con-
neclicut’s State Park System achieve.

Tomer's vision and Its growth have
chanrged little in the 70 years slnee his
death. But, for rearly 30 years his dedi-
caled work sef the tone for a park system

{n 2009, the Frlends of Sherwaod leland State Park and the Slale Park Divialon celebrated
ll}a ﬁpenlng ot a new nature canter which Interprats the park’s natural history for visltora
of all agos.

that has weathered 100 years, brought
recreational delight to more than 450
million visitors, and ereated e standard
by which Conneotlcut State Parks moves
into its second century.

Thia Is the final lnstaliment of a 10-plece
Connecllcut State Park Genlennial serles, |
offer a sincere “thank you” to my colleagues
at Connecticut Wildlifa magazine for
accommadaling thls lengthy etary and for
ihelr exceflent work In s produciion

— Al Levore, DEEP Siate Parks Divislon -
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Kensington State Fish Hatchery:
Central to Connecticut’s Salmonid Fisheries Since 1930
Atlicle by Mike Beatichene and Al Sonski, DEEP Infand Fishetles Divislon. Photos by Mike Boauchens

ational freshwater fisherles is a
long-stending tradition dating back to the
mid- [800s, Adequale spawning habitat
and conditions exist throughout the state,
allowing many species, such as bass,
pickerel, sunfish, perch, and bulthend, to
mainlain self-sustaining fishable popula-
tions. Tront, timited by the availabillty of
spawning habilat, cannot produce on their
own enough fish of slze or quantity to
meet the demand of the angling public. To
help fill this gap, Connecticut, like many
other states, raises tront to be released at
a calchable slze. Connecticut raises {tout
in two state fish hatcheries — in Burlington
and Plainfield — each will be featured in
upcoming editions of the magazine,

The Early Days (1930-1960)

As best we can determine, the prop-
erty for the Kensington State Fish-Hafch-
ery was puschinsed from a private fishing
club in 1929, At the tme, there was only a
single steeam-fed pond shero club mem-
bers presumably fished for brook trout,
With (he new acquisition and ideal water
quality to raise trout and splmon, the State
Fish and Game Commission began to
sxpand tho capability of the propetty by

Augmenling Connegticut’s recre-

building the manager restdence/hatchery
office, meat house (fish were odginally
fed ground up meat Instead of commer-
cially produced fish feeds of today), and
a workshop, Brook trout were the first
coldwater species to be cultured with the
small fish (fry and fingeslings) reared in
hand-made troughs. Once the fish were
large enough, they were moved o earthen
ponds, which were dug in 1933 by the
Works Progress Adrministration with
horsepower provided by mule. Hand-dug
wells and pipes made of banded wood
{some still functioning today) offered a
continuous supply of clean, cold, slightly
alkaline water, porfect for raising lrout
and salmon. In addition, during ihis
timeframe, some of the newly dug ponds
at Kensington were vsed to support goals
of the Pond Fish Restoratlon Pragram by
vearing 180,000 calico bass (stocked for
game fish forage) and 220,000 bullhead
(stocked for human forage) annually,

More Demand (1960-1980)

Fishing as a recreational activity was
ever increasing, The recommendation In the
1959 Lake and Pond Survey Repott pub-
lished by the State Board of Fisheries and
Game was “fo add/reclaim as many tont

waters (lakes aud ponds) as possible,” The
eggs of brown, rainbow, lake, and cutthroat
trowt, as well as coho salmop, arived at
Renslngton, shipped fiom other slster fish
ond game agencles, as well as private hatch-
ery suppliers. Rearing mors fish created a
demand for more water and more space,
‘The first dillled wells and conerete boltom
ponds at Kensinglon were ¢stablished in
the 1960s, increasing the capacity for the
hateliery to preduce troul,

Era of Salmon, Part 1: Geal fo
Restore (1984-2013)

"To suppor federal restorstion efforts
in the Connecilcut River system, Kens-
ington was deslgnated an Aflantic Solmon
Hatchery in 1984, Seveval key renovations,
Including didlfing the largest and highest
yielding well, were completed and, from
1986 to 1996, the facility and staff focused
exclusively on Atltantic salmon (all trowl
production ceased). Kensington was the
epicenter of Allantic salmon, with as many
a5 3.5 mitlion eggs spawned and 850,000
fry stocked wilhin the tributaries of the
Connecticut River system, Beginning in
1992, strplus and spawned safmon bave
been mnde available amaually {n select wa-
fers o provide a unique recreational fishery.

Tha Connsclicut River siraln of Allantle salmon Is the gouthernmost populallon In the world — an Imporiant blotogleal resource In the fage of
climate ¢hange. Tho salmon kept at Kenalngton are direct descandants of these reluening flsh. With the demlse of the restoration program and
tha closing of faderal and other stato hateharles, the salmon at Kenslngfon are the only representatlves of this strain left in existence,
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Browns Return
(1992 anid on)

Kensington hud
space available follow-
ing yearly stocking of
Atlantic satmon fry. To
Increase trout produc-
tlon for valous fisher-
ies management efforis,
brown {rout (Bliterroot
strain} returned to
Kensinglon, Unfoitu-
nately, this strain did
not prove viable and
was discontinued in
1998. Beginning in
1996, eggs of the Sce-
forellen simin of brown
trout, yeported o bo 4
long-lived fish capable
of reaching large sizes,
were bronght to Kens-
ington from Michigan

and from adults trapped v, o o cingion State Fish Hatchery fa on of DEEP's bost kept fisherles sacrets. From a small biuff off of
Hatohery Road, one can see a varlsly of small, uniformiy brown outhilldinga and a eavles of earthen ponds
all spread across 46 well-kept acras, Since 1930, mlillons of fish have hatched and hesn distiibuted to waters
across Connasllcul and New England. For hatehery Informailon, nleass call 860-829-6618.

in Nepaug Reservoir,
New Hartford, Cur-
xently, the hatchery
produces Seeforelien
browns to support fisheries munagement
programs with 400,000 fiy, 5,000 adults,
and several hundred surplus broodstock
amuaily, It also cultures and contdbutes
50,000 catchable slze brown frout (Cort-
land stratn) annuelly from eggs obtained
al the Quinebaug State Fish Hatchery,

Era of Salmoun, Part 2: The
Legacy Program (2013 and on)

While alt Atlantic seltnon are the same
species, unfque sivadng or races can be de-
veloped when they home to their own riy-
er generation afier generatlon and become
“reproductively isolated” from sulinon in
ather rivers. For over 43 years, biologists
have been breeding adult salmon that have
refurned to the Connectlent River as paut
of the restoration program. Bish that were
originaily siocked in the river came from
Maine, but over time the genetic identity
of the strain shifted as the fish adapted to
their new river, It is imporiant to maintain
this strain, not only te support Conmecti-
cut’s Atlantic Sadmon Legacy Program
and the braodstock fisherles, but also to
preserve this unigue penetic resource, the
importance of which may go beyond the
boundaries of Connecticut,

To keep the Legacy Program viable,
250 age-four Atlantic salmon broodstock
are requlred. These fish generate 500,000
to 700,000 eggs each year, From these
eggs, 100,000 fry are released into the

Salmon River
systern and
150,000

fry inlo the
Farmington
River system,
Surplus
broodstoek
wve still used
to support
the popular
fishery In the
Naugatuck
and Shet-
ucket Rivers,
as well as in
sowms lakes,

Future of
Fisheries

Students exhibit tramendous pride on release days when thelr efforts -
to ralse each tish frot an egg are rewardod when watching their fich

swim away. Two Atlanilo salmon fry are releasad Into the Wast Branch

One of
Kensington’s
greatest conirbutions Is contiuved support
of prograums involying the classroom rear-

Farminglon Hlvar.

ing of snlmonids, Bach year, 20,000 eyed -

egus of each specles are donated to sup-
poit the Jong-term educalional programs,
Salmon-in-Schools (Atlantc salmon) and
Trout in the Classroom (brown trout).
These programs provide studenis with
real life examples of habilat, water qual-
ity, food webs, aud life cycles, while also
instilling stewavdship of natural resources,
species conservation, and inter-connectiv-

ity of peopte and the natural world,
Today, like every day, handreds
of thousands of trout and salmon are
under the watehkful eye of Rish Hatchery
Supervisor Al Soaskl and Envitconmental
Protection Maiuntainer Tom Fltzgerald.
Quictly and unassumingly they inan-
uge this 46-nere facility, maintaining a
world ctass reputation in Connecticul and
{hronghout New BEugland — a true gem
hidden in plain sight,
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Pulse of Darkness - The Long-eared Owl
Arllcle and photography by Paul Fusco, DEEP Wilditte Divislon

r

tie of Conneeticut’s seldom seen denizens

is the long-eaced owl, It may be found here
year-round, but it is secretive, well-camouflaged,
and strictly nocturnal, making it one of the
toughest birds lo enconnter in our state. it also is
listed s a state endangered species because of iy
rarlty and llmited breeding ocowmrences,

Long-enared owls are normally found in dense

conifer stands during the breeding season, In
winter, thick stands of pine, spruce, and cedar
are used for roosting, If svitable conifers are not
available, the owls will make use of dense climb-
ing vine tangles, including grapevine and bitter-
sweet, that afford them protection from predators
and the elements. The owls wilt often roost close
to a trce trunk in dense cover. Favored roosling
spots are dark and quiet. On cold winter days,

A long-eared owl starta lis nighttime hunting forays froma
wootland edge at twillght. An expart “mousar,” the majority of this
owl's dlet 1s emall radenta that are sometlmes caught in complete
darknass,

fong-eared owls may be found sieeping in the warm sun,

Long-eareds are medium-sized, and somewhat resemble
their much larger great horned owl cousins, They are slender
with bold cresshatched lengthwise strenking on the chest and
belly. They have a msty-colored facial disk, bright yellow
eyes, and elongated ear tufls, The back Is primarily dark
brows, patterned with finely marked spots and reticulation.
Long-eared owls have long wings and their flight is errati-
cally buoyant and moth-like,

. The characteristic ear tufts of o tong-cared owl ave held
high when the bird becomes alaomed, When distusbed, the
ow! compresses its body feathers and elongates its posture
to make l1self nppear to be a broken leee limb or to blend
into the batk of a tree trunk. ‘The owl freezes in place, stiting
mollontess until the threat passes. Cryptic plumage makes jt
very difficult for an observer or a predator to locate the owl,
Long-eared owis are known to fall victin to larger birds of
prey, including great homed owls and goshawks,

Long-eared owls rarely build their own nests, instead
they usually use an old nest from a evow, hawk, heron, or
squirrel that may be located in thick conifer cover or In
deciduous trees, Here, the femnale will lay three lo eight pue
white eggs; mosl commonly four or five egps. The eggs are
Incubated for about three weeks. Young owls hegin to branch
from the nest when about four to five weeks old. They will
he capable of strong flight after they reaclt the age of eight or
nine weeks, -

Habltat

Hunting arcas for long-cared owls ave forest openings,
s S . - LN fields, marshes, or agricultural habitats thal have an abun-
The "eara" of long-garéd owls are not really ears at all. They are aclually  dance of small mammals or birds. Long-eared owis become

elongated feather tufis abovs the eyes that help them blond Into thelr : : :
aurfoundings. active al dusk and will hunt throughout the pight before
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returming to heavy cover by daybreak fo
roosi for the day, They hunt near forest
edges and brushy fields, and in masshes
with extensive open areas, The owls proy
chielly upon small mammals, including
mendow voles, shrews, and white-footed
mice, At times, they wilt take small
birds, such as sparrows, They have an
acute sense of hearing thal enables them
to hunt fields and eatch mice and voles
in complete darkness, ‘The percentage

of rodents in the digt Is overwhelming,
making long-eared owls one of our most
beneficlal raptors.

In late fall and winter, tong-eared
owls in Connecticul tend to move toward
the coast from northern forest breed-
ing areas, which may be as far away as
Canada, They will show up neer the coast
for what will be the coldest and most
siressful part of the year, from November
through mid-April. The moderating infla-
ences of the shoreline help the owls make
it through the winter, Pavorable locations
bave habltat components of thick cover
for roosting and nearby open habilat for
hunting. Some areas with a good prey
base have been knowa to hathor over a
dozen individuals in a communal roost,
although it Is rave to encounter $O many
in one place in Connecticut,

The Inrgest and best quality shoreline
liabitats left {n our state are on public
properties, Including state and municipal
parks, wildlife management arens, and
natlonal wildlife refuges. Dense brushy
thickets with components of conifers,
vines, and thick woody growth along the
coasl are critical for long-eared owls,

Winter is an especinlly valnerable
(ime for these birds, Roosting areas are
sensitive to disturbance, If disturbanee
becomes frequent or intrusive, the owls
may abandon an otherwise safe place,
foreing them into a situation where It may
be difficult to survive, Observers should
always be windful of proper owl viewlng
elles to minimize distorbance to day-
1oosting owls, Including the long-eared,

Conservation

Long-eared owls have a clrcumpolar range, They are found
in Burope, Asin, and somo paris of Afeica, as well ns In North
America, Their North American distribtion is extensive, as
they are found coast to coost from mid-latitude Cannda to Baja
Califomnta in the west and Virgiada in the east. Wintering birds
may be found as far south as northern Mexdco.

Range-wide, long-eared owls are generally considered to
be a fairly common species with low conservalion concemn.

In Connectlewt, if is a different story, Long-cared owls were
formarly a common breeding species in the state where they
nested in thick conifer stands and low brush thickets along the

Long-earad owla become
groves or, lass lrequenllr, n vine tangtes. Note the crosshatched lengthwlse streaking on

the ¢hest and belly, and

regarlous In winter, often roosting communally In denge conlfer

he ruat-colored facial dlsk.

coast, These owls have been declining in Connecticut since
the early 1900s and, today, the species is considered to be an
uneommon winter visitor and an endangered breeder, Declines
are due in fargo part to the loss and degradation of habitat,
Undisturbed open field gnd brushy habitats with nearby dense
conifer stands have been lost to development and forest stue-
cession, resulting in a reduction of available habitat, There is
still much to be learned about the breeding distribution and
population dynaraies of long-eaved owls in Connecticut. The
one certainty is that the protection of good quality habitat is
essential for these owls to malntain their presence in otir state,
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2014 Was a Banner Year for Nesting Piping Plovers
Written by Rebecea Foster, DEEP Wildlife Diviston; pholos by Paul Fusco, DEEP Wildlife Division

Thc piping plover and feast tem nest-
ing season in Connecticut camo loa
close with {he anrival of autumn, With the
kmpending wiater aliead, most plovers and
terns have compleled their lengthy migen-
{lons and are feeding al thelr wintering
grounds from the southem United Stales
down to the Caribbean.

The piping plover is a small shiorebixd
thiat nests on sandy beaches along our
shoreline. It Is listed a5 a (hreatesied specles
on both the state and federal level, The
DERP Wildlife Diviston actively manages
piplng plovers and thelr nesting hobitat in
the state. When quality nesting habitat, ter-
ftortes, and nests are located, the Wildlife
Pivision places slake and string “psycha-
logical” fencing around the areas, complete
with bright yellow signs that say “Please
Stay Away! This prevents beachgoers from
accldentally stepping on well-camouflaged
niests and chlcks, while also praviding the
nesting patr with a boffer from disturbance.

Piping plovers scrape a shallow depies-
ston in the sund in which they lay three to
four tan and brown spolted eggs. Affer the
Fonith egg is lnid, an “exclosure” may be
tnstalled azound the nest. The exclosure,
which is a large metal cage with fing netting
covering the lap, is effective in preventing
preduiors from ealing plover eggs. After
27-30 days, tiny precociat (feathered and

able to move freely) chicks will hatch,

DHRP stalf and many dedicated volunteer
monitors intensively observe the chicks for
a month or more (o determine the number
of youny that reach the age at which they
can successfully fly (also called fledging),
High piping plover fiedge counts indicate
a successful nesting season because more
individuals are added to a population than
ave naturally lost.

2014 Resulls

The nuimber of piping plover pairs
retuming to Connecticut to bread was
the higher this year than last— 51 pairs
compared to 45 in 2013, Over the fast seven
yenrs, the number of plover pairs nesting
in Connecticut has remained steady or
increased slightly, averaglng 47 pairs. This
year, a new record number of plover chicks
fledged in Connecticut— 16— surpassing
the previous high of 101 in 2008!

A number of factors likely contrib-
uted to this high level of fedging suc-
cess. Overall, nest and chick losses due to
inclemaent wenther or wash-outs from high
tides were low. Only seven nests siatewide
wete washed over by high fides, and one of
these was still able te hatch eggs. No “heat
waves” or significant storms were reported
during the peak plover nesting window and
food avallnbility seemed adequale.

Another inporiant element contributing

" lo piping plover success was the assistance

of more than 400 people swho monitor and
prolect Connectlcut's threatened shore-
birds, Partner groups include the U.S, Fish
and Wildlife Service (USFWS), Audubon
Connecticul, Connecticut Audubon Soclety,
Audubon Alliance for Coastal Waterbivds,
The Mature Conservancy, and the Bridge-
pord WildLife Guards, as well as muniei-
palities, private Imtdowners, and many other
volunieers, like the Master Wildlife Con-
servationists. These volunteer menitors not
only watch the nesting shorebirds and no-
tify DEEP of urgent manngement concerns,
bart also educate hundreds of benchgoers
abont the plight of piping plovers and least
tems (see anicle on page 16 to lear more).
Nesting birds benefitied lmmensely from
the increased level of public education, as
well as the significant monitoring presence
on nesiing beaches and quick responses to
address issues.

Historlcal nesting beaches continued to
be the mest productive for piping plovers in
Connecticut; Old Saybrook, Milford, and
West Haven again supporied the greatest
nwmber of nesting plover pairs, Tn 2014,
plovers nested on or attempted to neston a
fow unexpected beaches as well,

Predators and Exclosures

Biven with the overall successes of the
nesting season, predators fiad & substantial
negative effect on piping plover hatch-
ing and fledging rates at a few
sites that historically have been
productive. For example, ail three
attempted nesls on o nesting
beach in Statford were lost to
fox predation, Predator-related
losses also were recorded at
Groton, West Haven, and Old
Lyme beuches. Predator pressure
continues to be evaluated at tiese
{ocations.

‘The use of nest exclosures
has consistently proven to
increase plover halching success
throughout the region. However,
recently It has been observed that
predators are “keylng in" on the
Jarge melal cages. This happens -
when predators feamn to associnte
the exclosure with a food source
{i.e., eggs or adults), either from
experience or observation of
other predators, In arcas where

this is happening, the use of
exclosures will e imited. This

This year, & haw racord number of plping plover chicks (ledged in Conneatlout - 118 — surpaseing the
previous high of 101 In 2008!

14 Gonnectlcut Wildife November/December 2014



year, biologlsts observed piping
plovers “refusing” exclosures on
{hree oceastons, “Refusal’’ meons
that after an excloqure is Installed
around a nesl, the adulls refuse

ta enter the cage and resume
Incubation, After a waiting pedod
{determined by scientists to allow
ma¢imum opportunity for the
birds to retum but afso minimizes
exposure of the eggs to the ¢le-
ments), the exclosires were unas-
sernbled and quickly removed.

In al} thres documented cases,

the plovers immediately resumed
incubation once the exclosuge was
renoved.

Exclosures will contlnve to
be used during the 2015 nesting
season as an Important manage-
ment tool, However, exclosure
use will bo site-specific and
based on predator history and the
individuat plover acceptance of
the exclosure,

Interesting Observations

This season, monitors made a num-
ber of unusual piping plover behaviorl
observations, For cxampte, an exclosure
was placed around a nest in which ona pair
of plovers Inid four eggs, The birds returaed
to the nest nod resumed incubation, On g
subsecquent visit, five eggs were covnted
in ths same nest, While not aahenrd of,
sclentific literature states that five-egg nests
are rare, In {hiy Instance, ondy four of the
eggs hatched,

Another fnteresling observation was
piping plover responses to high tide evenls
inindating their nests. Most seasons, it is
common for the higher lides 1o wash over
anumber of plover nests that are located
on low-lying sandy beaches. I three such
cases this year, plovers dug new nests fur
ther back from the high tids line and rolled
thelr eggs into the new nests, All three pairs
continued to Incuibate thelr eggs. Two of the
nests failed (o hatch, but one nest success-
fully hatched two of four eggs. Monitors -
and staff will continue to note atypical
behmviors and incidents at nesting beaches,

Least Torn Numbers Low

DEEP also intensively manages
and monitors another state threatened
shoreblird, the least tern, Least terns are
colonial nesting bixds thal use the same
sandy beaches as pipiog plovers, Similar

to plover management, least {em menage-

ttent Involyes the use of wooden fencing
and educational signage for protection

Ovarall, least tevn product

s i

i

of nesting colonies, In addition, large
sections of heavy-duty metal fencing may
be used on the most productive sites. The
fencing encompasses an entire tern col-
ony and prevents predators, like skunks
and foxes, from preying on the terng’
ground nests, The use of metal fencing is
limited as insmllation is both diffienlt and
{abor intensive. In 2014, metal “tern fenc-
ing" was only used at one site,

Overall, least tern productivity in
2014 was disappointing, Only 258 pairs
altempled to nest statewide and 75 young
fledged. One theory explaining the lack
of success may be & possible shortage
of food for young chicks, While results
from this year's fisheries surveys are stilt
being analyzed, early indications are
that some populations of smal} baitfish,
which are food sources for chicks, stil
seemn to be recovering from very low
numbers in 2013,

Wiite the poor Teast {ern produclivity
over the last few years in Connecticut is
atarming, blologists have looked at popu-
lation numbers in neighboring coastal
slales (Massachusetts, Rhode Island,
and Long Isiand, New York) to try (o pul
Connecticut's situation into perspeetive,
When consldering least tems from a re-
glonal standpain, the pooled number of
pairs has stayed falely consistent, Birds
do not fuke state Bnes into account when
they decide whers to nest, Biologists are
encouraged that regional populnlions

Ivily In 2014 was dlsappointing. Oniy 258 palrs altempted t
and 75 young fisdged, One thaory explalning the lack of succeas may be a possible ahoriago of food
lor young chicks,

]

=5 S o et s o = -
o naat statowlde

have remalned stable.

- Locations in Connecticut with the
Targest numbers of nesting least terns
included Old Lyme, Milford, Weslbrook,
and Waterford, The greatest fledging
succass was recorded at a site in Oid
Lyme with 30 fledges, followed by a site
in Waterford with 28 fledges, and a sile
tn Westbrook with seven fledges, DEEP
witl continue to manage the least tern
population in Connecticut and work with
conservatlon partners throughout the
region to determine the factors lmiting
tern nesting and fedglng success,

Looking Ahead to 2015

The Wildlife Division will be ready
in 2015 10 use al] of the (ools, data,
and manpower available to effectively
manage impexiled shorebird popula-
tions in our state. Anyone who wishes
to become a USFWS plping plover/lenst
{ern volunteer monitor should contact the
Audubon Allinnce for Coastal Water-
birds at ¢hwateiblrds@gmiail.eom, More
information about the shorebird monitor-
ing program is available on the Audubon
Allinnce website at wyw.ctwalerbirds,

blogspot.com.

THANK YOU!

The Wildlife Divisfon would lke to
thank the ineredibly dedicated gronp of
conservationlsts that made 2014 such a
sticcess for the piping plover!
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Increasing Awareness About Beach-nesting Birds One

Pledge at a Time

By Corile Folsom-O'Kasfs, Important Blrd Area Program Coordinator, Audubon Connecticut

onnecticut beaches provide impor-

tant nesting habitat for the federally
and state threatened piping plover and
the state Ihreatoned least tern and Amer-
ican oystercatcher, These species arrive
in Conuecticut from late March through
early May and tay their camouflaged
epgs In small serapes In the sand, Young
piping plovers are precocial; upon
hatching they are mobile and can feed
themselves but rely on the adudis for
protection from the eletnents and preda-
tors, Least terns chicks are fed by the
aduits until they are capable of flight.
American oystercatcher chicks may
slay with adults for np fe a year while
learning fo use thelr strong bills to feed
on mollusks. Disturbance by nnaware
benchgoors can have a xenl Impact on
the breeding success of these species.
If beachgoers tread info nesting arens,
egps and chicks moy get stepped on or
adults may leave their young unat-
fended, Dops being walked on beaghes
during the nesting season has a simifax
effect, as these birds see dogs as preda-
tors, even when leashed. Birds scared
off of nests by dogs will take longer
to return to a nest than when disturbed
by bumans aloge. Lastly, trash feft on
beaches attracts predators, reducing the
survival of eggs and chicks,

This past summer, (o increase
awareness of beash-nesting birds, the
Audubon AlHance for Constal Water-
birds, In pactnership with DBEP and
the Stewart B, McKinney National
Wildlife Refuge and with support from
the BPA's Long Island Sound Fulures
Pund, launched the “Be a Good Bpg
Program” in Connecticut. The progiam,
which originated in North Carolira,
establishes information stations staffed
by volunteers at beaches where birds
are nesling, The volunteers play a key
role in Increasing community awareness
shout besch-nesting hirds, (he threats
they face, and the small actions people
can take to help the birds successfully
reproduce, Visitors to the beach are
asked (o take the "“Be a Good Bgg”
Pledge, which is to 1) stay out of the
string fencing areas where birds are
nesting, 2) keep dogs off the beach dur-
ing the breeding season, and 3) pick up
trash ibat attracts predatoss.

Thirty-llree volunteers,
with assistance from Audu-
bon and Stewart B, MeKin-
ney staff, worked tables at
Sandy Point Important Bird
Area (IBA) in West Haven,
Wesl Beach in Westbrook,
and Long Beach o Steatford
(pacl of the Great Steatford
Meadows IBA) avery other
weekend from Memorlal
Day to Labor Day. Sandy
Point and Long Beach are
Important nesting areas
for shorebirds, while the
Westbrook Barrier Istands
IBA, just off shore from
West Beach, is a significant
nesting area for Amerlcan
oystercatchers. The Wild-
Life Guards, 13 high school
students employed for eight
weeks this past summer as
beach-nesting bird stewards
at Brldgeport's Pleasure
Beach, also shared their
knowledge about beach-
nesting birds with visitors,

Over the course of the
sumimer, volunieers put
in 186 person hours and
engaged nearly 900 beach-
goers. Over 600 people taok the “Be
a Good Bgg” Pledge and volunteers
reported secing visitors picking up trash
from the beach. So much ean be gained
from simply making people more aware
about beach-nesting birds, Many people
visit the beach every day and see the
bird nesting signs and string fencing,
but they are not necessarily thinking
about the birds and instend are thinking
about swimming or fishing, But, when
you engage them face-to-face, they
become more aware, understand what
the string fencing protects, and are more
likely to stay out of nesting arens. The
heach visitors become familiae with the
birds and want to give them the opportu-
nity to breed, while enjoying the beach
themsclves. If you wounld like to take the
pledge, visit: htps://docs.google.com/

/1TTIL.320Z1 A9qe WBEE-a4-
GYOS-WeS kB#2G
viewform?e=08w=1,

Those interested in volunteering

veady to share Information about beach-nealing birds
wlth visitors to Sandy Point In West Haven,

for the “Be a Good BEgg” Prograam at

Sandy Polnt or Westbrook next summer

should contact Corrie Folsom-O*Keefe
-okeefe @audubon.org) or

(
Kis Vagos (krstina_vagos @fws.gov),

respeotively,

THANK YOU!

We wonld ke to thank the many
volunieers fromt a munber of erganiza-
Hons, Inclirding the Friends of the West-
brook Barrler Islands, the West Haven
Watershed Restoration Comntittee, the
New Haven Bird Club, Menunkaiuck
Audubon Society, and the Hartford
Audibon Society, who helped make the
“Be a Good Egg” Progranr a skiccess.
We wauld also like fo thank the city of
West Haven and the towns of Westbrook
and Stratford for supporting this valu-
able program,
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Connecticut Wildlife Action Plan -- Horseshoe Crabs
Writlan by Penny Howell, DEEP Marine Fisherles Divislon

DEEP is updating the Connecticut Wildlife Action Plan for 2015-2025 - a strategic plan to conserve wildlife
and their habitats for the future. We are highlighting some of the efforts made under the original Plan
approved in 2005 (previously known as the Comprehensive Wildiife Conservation Strategy). Learn more at

wyww.cl gov/deep/WildlifeActionPlan and w

One species ben-

efllting from actlons

detailed in the 2005 Plan

Is the horseshoe crab,

& key specios whose

abundance every spring,

while spawaing egps In
the sand on Connecti-
cul's beaches, is a visible
measure of the productiv-
ity of Long Island Sound,

‘These “erabs” — an

inaccurate name for an

animal whose taxonomy
and anatomy predate

.dinosaurs — are a “jack-

of-all-trades;"

.¢ Their bload is
extracted by
pharmaceutical
companies for use
as the most effective
way lo detect
bacteria in drugs and
Implanted medical
dovices,

¢ Thelrepgs ate a
highly nutritlous food
source for migratory
shorebirds, like the red koot,

+ They provide hacvestable biomass for
commerelnl bait,

» And, most importtantly, thelr
successful nesting is a clear measure
of the abiiity of our benches to
provide viable wildlife habitats
undamaged by human development.

For these reasons, DRBP efforis to
congorve these iconte animals included
funding through State Witdlife Graats for
a study from 2008-2011 to identify opti-
mal spawaing habitat along the Connect-
tcut shore, This study alfowed a UConn
Master’s candidate to develop a model
which quantified preferred horseshoe
crab spawndng grounds and classified
the entire Conneclicut coastline based
on characteristics such as beach gradi-
enf, substrate, and wave exposure, Model
results {dentified 35% of Connecticut's
coast as “high vse™ spawning ground,

w.facebook,comn

and another 20% as "medium use," in-
dicating that our state’s penerous supply
of excellent habitat plays a vital role in
sustaining the horseshoe population.
You can provide input on future
horseshoe ¢rab conservation or the con-
servatlon of other species, by sending

ishai

DEEP efforis to consarve horseshoa crabs Includad a study, funded through State Wildlife Grants from 2008-
2011, to [dentlly opllmal spawning habliat ateng the Conneclleut shore.

your comments on Connectiout's Wikd-
life Action Plan te (he DEEP Wildlife
Division at deg; ifeactio

ct.gov, Visit the DEBP website to review
revisions and drafts of the Plan at wyw,

ct.povideep/Wikitife ActionPlan,

How You Can Help with Connecticut’s

Wildlife Action Plan

Connectlout's Wildlife Action Plan Ja reviewed and ravlsed svery 10 years 1o make
sura It reflects eurrent neods and prioriltes {or specles of greatest conservailon
naed and thelr habllale. The current revislon will he completed by Septembar 30,.
2015, ParlicIpation by conservation parlnors, academle Institutlons, muntolpalilies,
andt the publle [a a key to making the Wildlile Acllon Plan an effective tool for
conserving Connecticut's wildlifo diversity for fulitre genorations,

flead 1he orlglnal 2006 Plan, as well as updated and ravised portlons of the Plan,
All of these decumante ean he found on the DEEP webslle at waww.elg f
WildliteActlonPlan. Then submit your commants to deep,

an@

a om/C andWi

wildlifeacilonplan@al,gov. Share your wlldlife ohservallons on I 1
Twitter @CT SWAP and HGTSGCN, or on Facehook at www, -

Giato Yiildli{e Qrants
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The Sound’s Fall Feast
Written by Penny Howell, DEEP Marine Fishaties Divislon; photos by DEEP Marine Fisherles Division

As we prepare for fall harvests and holidny feasts, nany of the ani-
mals that live in and avound Long Island Sound are doing the same,
Sea birds, shorebirds, and the migratory and resident fish feast on the
Sotnd’s production of food in late summer and fall in preparation for the
cold months ahead. Seals also wiil be swimming sonth from more north-
em waters into the Sound to enjoy a relatively warm winter here and g
nearby buffet of fish species, Keeping frack of the abundance of forage
available in the Sound is tricky because the “all-you-can-eat fish buffet”
Is a spread of the more than 70 specles regularly found in the Sonnd, The
young of even large predators are prized food until {hey grow big enough
to turn the tables; snapper biucfish are a good example,

The DEEP Marine Fisheries Division las developed two indices
designed to measure the abundance of Long Istand Sound’s forage fish,
not only to easure fhat larger predators have enough to eat but also as
& measuie of the productivity and health of the Sound ecosystem, The
forago base is often an early indication of deteintental or favorablo enyi-
ronmenlal change. The two indices focus on 18 species which are very
abundant, small in size, aud well distributed throughout the Sound, Tiie
relative abundanee of four of these species is measured fn a September
solue survey conducted af eight neae-shore beach sites from Groton to
Greenwich, The relative abundance of the remaining 14 species is mes-
sured in a fall (September-Oclober) bottom fraw! survey of open water
throughout the Sound,

Together these two Indlees show that the foxage base of the Sound
has neither decreased nor increased since the early 1990s. However,
abundance has not been steady, resulting in a forags rollercoaster with
some very high and some very Iow years and little coherence between

the two indices over time, This bust and boom pattern is common in
many esluaries, As aresult,
the predators most af risk,

Species Used in DEEP primarily sea bids and
Forage Indices shorebirds that teed only

1 3 i Iny
8pecles are listed In rank order of on 3 limited number of

abundange In Long Island Sound . species, can experience :
averaged werma%me serles from 1992 to wide fluctuations In growth  in many recent years, However, 2013 was the [owest in

2013 (YOY = young-of-year: fish less than or reproductive success, the time series, Fortunately, it appears that years of very
one year ofd), which are magnifications of  low abundance are single events; the time series of the
- these fiuctuations in forage  two surveys has only dipped to a very low value briefty
Open ‘g'gtlgrﬂli;c]{:'a('ggys)pecfes abundance, in the past, rebounding in the following year. So, the
Long-finned squid The two forage indices  feasting shoutd resume quickly.

Allantle slivarsides captured In the Selne Survay.

SGUPE(YOY) have been above avernge
Bluellsh (YQY) ,
Weakfish (YOY) CT DEEP Forage Indices
ﬂef‘ hake Fall abundance of forage spaclas In noar shore and opan dasper walers of Long
Allantic horing Island Sound. The daahed iine shows Ihe averags combinad Intlox value. Note that the
Silver hake 2010 Open Viater Index Is only estimated dus to Incomplate sampling that year.
Spolled hake
Alowife r A e e e
Alfantic menhaden @EED Opon Water
Amerlean shad ] EEEEg Near Shorg
Hickory shad
Blueback herring

Near Shore Forage Speclas
Allantlo sliversides
Mummlchog
Stiped killiish
Sheepshead minnow

18 Co‘nnectlcui Wiidlife November/Decomber 2014




Re&ﬁjfooffeo/ Newt

Nofapﬁfﬁaﬁwm v, viridescens

Background and Range

The red-spotied newt {also commeonty referred to as the
eastern newt) ls a videspread and familiar specles In many
areas of Conneclicut, Newts have four distinct life slages:
egg, aquallc larvas, tarrestrial Juvsnilo {or “eft") and aquatic
adult, Thelr lifo ¢yclo s one of the most complex of alf the
salamanders; starling as an egg, hatching Into a aquatle
larvae with external gills, then migrating to termestrlal habliats
ag Juvenilas where gills are raptaced with lungs, and reltn-
ing a few yaars later lo thelr aquatie habitats as adults which
refaln Jungs.

In Conneclicut, the newt ts found slatewids, bul more
prominently waest of the Conneclicut River, The red-spolled
nevit has many subspecles and an extensive range through-
out the eastern United Slates.

Description

The adult red-spoitad newl has smooth skin that Is over-
all greenish in cofor with small black dols scatlared on the
back and & row of several tlack-hordered reddish-orange
spols on each slde of Ihe back,. Male nowls have black rough
patchos on the Inside of thelr thighs and on the bottem tp
ol their hind toes during the bresding season, Adult newls
are usually 3 ta 5 inches In tangih, The juvenils, or oft,
slage of the red-spolled new! Is bright crange In color with
small black dots scatlerad on the back and a row of larger,

" black-bardered orange spots an each slde of the back, The
skin is rough and dry comparad to the molst and smooth
skin of adults and larvae, The red et stage can last from 1
to 3 yoars. The larvae have olive-colered skin, fainl spois, a
reddish-brown tall, and feathery external glits.

Habltat and Diet

Adult and larval newils Inhabil a wide varlety of aqualls
habllals, They prefer suniy, weed-fllled, slew-moving, and shal-
lov bodles of water. A few known habiiat iypes are alow mean-
deilng rivers, lakes and reservolr margins, pasture ponds, bogs,
mill ponds, dralnage dilches, vernal pools, and woedad swamps,
Efts are found In deciduous and conlierous woodlands, pas-
{ures, and meadows, Solls of thesa woodlands vary from dry to
soggy and walerlogged, Red-spotied newls require large areas
oi forested habilat adjacent to thelr breeding siles lo suppert the
multl-year lerrestdal off stags.

Adlult newts feed on insecls, lesches, crustaceans, molluska,
and small amphiblans and lish, The eft will consume Insecls, spl
dars, miles, worms, and tiny mollusks, while farvae will consume
aqualle mleroinvertebrates.

Life Histary

Adult newls can be active aven helore lee surfaces melt.
Primarly, Iney are aclive Fabruary through October, Brasding
occurs In late winter into early spring. After an elaborate under-
water courishlp, whare Ihe male holds his tall above his body
and waves it in the water. Alter externaf fertlizatlon, the {emale
deposlls a few hundred eggs over sevaral days, atlaching tham
to submerged aquatic vagatation or fallen leaves I the walar.

Above: Adult red-spotled newt
Bolow: Juvenlle red-spoiled newt, otherwlse known as red off,

Larval newds will hatch in 3 lo 8 wesks, complete wilh external
gllls. Larvae will undergo metamorphiosls to lerresidal afis In

2 to & months, The brifllantly colored efts will remain In nearby
upland habitat for the next 1 to 3 years of thalr lives. Efts will often
come oul from cover on ralny sumimer days, Durlng {he laller eft
stage, the tail will begin to flakten o, the coloration will change to
green, and the nawly-transformed oft will relurn to waler lo bread
and live oul Its life as an adull newt,

Interesting Facis

This salamander seoreles polsonous toxins on It skin o make
it distasteful to predators, and the eft's bright coloration serves
as & warning. Howsver, some animals, llke the ribbon snake, find
ways around 1he loxins or are Immune allagalher and wil prey on
newls.

Courtship In newts Is fascinating, The male will lure and
entice the femalo with his many red spots and wiggling tall, which
releases pheromones {spectafized chemicals), The male, with
his hind legs, will grasp ihe famals just behind her foralimbs and
then rub his ehin along her snout Just prior o external fariitization,
Compstilion occurs I this specles and “maling balls® can often
be obsarved as multiple malas fight over a famale,
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Mudy Mf -
Necturus mﬁmm wwy A

Background and Range

The distribullon of mudpuppy
populations Is poerly understood in
Connecticut and throughout most of
New England. The earflest confirmed
racord of & mudpuppy in Conneolicut
was from Middletown In 1875.1n -
Conneclicul, mudpupples are found
In the Conneclicut and Housalonle
Rivers, assaclated tributary streams,
and riparian zones soulh from the
Massachuselts border, The origln
of the mudpuppy In Gonneclicut Is
still under dabate and wlil roquirs
furlher sclenlifc rassarch lo resolve
whethar it is a nallve specles or was
Intraduced into Conneclicut vralers.

The native range of the mud-
puppy s befleved to Include sporadie
ropulalions from the southeastern
United States north to New York,
Varmonl, and Quebac, and west to
North Dakola,

Description

The mudpuppy Is the jargest and only (ully aquatic sala-
mander found In Connecticut. It measures belween 8 and 17
Inghes In length, and resembles a large larval salamander al
malurity, as it never loses Us exlernal gllls, The mudpuppy ls
recognized by red to marocon-colored bushy gills; a gray-green
and mottled back with blug-black spots and a gray belly; a
broad flaltenad head and squarish snout; tiny eyas; a fin-like
tall; and four toss on each fool. Larvae have a dark mid-back
slripe bordered by a yaliow band on each slde. Larval color-
atlon ls malntained for up to three years.

Habltat and Diet

The mudpuppy occurs In a wide range of watsr condltions,
Including rivars and dralnage ditches. In ConnacHout, it Is
mainly found in deesper waters of the Connecticut and Housa-
lonlc Rivers and assoclated dralnages.

Mudpupples feed on flah and thelr aggs, craylish, aqualic
Insecis and larvae, mallusks, snalls, worms, splders, plant

holwaen 8 and 17 Inchas In
[oges its externo! glils.

What You Can Do
It you happaen to cateh a mudpuppy vihile flshing, reloase It

Immadiately back Into the surroundtng water system, Do not rélease

it somewhars elsn.

Work within your communily to help keap Connaotlout’s waler
resouroes free of slitatlon and pollution.

Spread the word about salamanders| Knowledga Is often the bast
lool for conserving these imporlant amphiblans.

Addlilonal informatlon about salamanders Ia avallahle on the DEEP
webslle at www.cl.go anders, .

e CF E

The mudpuppy [s the largeat and only fully aquatle salamandsr found in Connecilout. [t measures

length, and resembles a largo larval salamander at maturity, as It never

material, and an occasional salamander. They are aaten by
lIsh, Wwirllss, herons, and water snakes,

Life History

Male mudpupples seek out and mate with fomales in fall,
By the following spring/summer, approximalely 50 lo over 100
egge are deposited singly by the female under large logs or
rocks. The actual dates of egg laying and developmeni are
depondent on waler temperaiure, Development perieds have
ranged from one o two monlhs, Females oflen remain with the
eggs unlil they halch. Larvas remaln In the vicinity of the nast
site for 6 to 8 weeks.

interesting Facts

Mudpupples altain sexual maiurlly In thelr sixth year al
a lengih of 8 Inchos, They have been known lo live up to 30
years in caplivily. In the wild, an averaga life span of 11 years
is more coramon,

Mudpupples fiving In water bodles with fower oxygen have
longer, larger glits than mudpuppies found In clear, highly
oxygenated waler,

Though primarlly nocturnal, mudpupples will come oul
during the day In dark or murky bodlas of water. They
are viell camouflaged and walk afong the bottom of the
walerbody, bul can swim in quick, short bursts. They are
aolive throughout winter in deep water and are soma-
times caught by lee {isherman.

The mudpuppy gels its name from a grunilng sound
i can make, Which resembles the bark of a dog, Though
It has lungs, the raudpuppy breathes primarily through its
gllie and uses its lungs to adjust ils huoyanoy.
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Devastating Effects of Emerald Ash Borer Now Evident
Whitten by Jerry Milne, DEEP Division of Forestry

'I\he. emerald ash borer (BAB), an Inscct
native to northeast Asia, was first ab-
served fn Micligan In 2002 and has since
spread to almost 30 states and Canada,

Tt has killed an estimated 50 aniltion ash
trees, BAR has the pofential to wipe out the
entice Fravinus (ash) specles with unknown
ecologieal consequences. HAB was first
discovered in Connecticut in 2012 in
Prospect, Since then, it has spread to other
parls of New Haven, Litchficld, Rairfield,
Hartford, Middlesex, and New London
Counties, it is not known how long BAD
was in our state before it was first defected,
but Its offects on our ash trees are becom-
ing evident,

White ash is estimated to comprise
about three percent of Connecifeut's trees
overadl, It usually grows on rich, moist
but well-dralned sites, where it can grow
In much higher concentrations, White ash
also is commonly found on rondsides and
in yards. Literally, hundreds of thousands
of ash trees could dis in Connecticut within
five years after Infestadon,

What to Look For

Some of the obylous symploms include
dieback of canoples and the siripping of
hark by woodpeckers looking {0 eat the
boress {called “blonding™). A eloser look
al the bark of Infested trees will reveal
"D-shaped"” holes ereated by adult beetles
when Lhey exit the tree to feed on leaves,
‘These holes can be hard to find because
they are so small and ash bark can be very
frregular, In addition, there will be sempen-
tino tunnels just under the bark where HAB
larvae feed on the tree's phloem (vessels
that transport nutrients up and down the
tres), It is this feeding by the farvae that
kils the trees, not the nibbling of the leaves
by the adults,

What Is Being Done

‘The DEEP Division of Forestry, Con-
necticut Agricultural Bxperiment Sta-
tion (CAES), University of Connectiont,
U.S, Department of Agriculture (USDA)
Animat and Plnut Healih Inspection
Service (APHIS), and U.S. Forest Service
have spent thousands of hours assessing
the cccurrence of EAB, Hundreds of ash
(rees were cut down and debarked by hand
looking for the insect's serpentine tunnels,
Hundreds of purple traps wers installed
along roadsldes to capture EAB adulis,
On Coanecticut State Forests, the stralegy

is to lower ihe percentage of white ash

in our woodlands. This will reduce the
nmount of feeding material for EAB and
slow its population buildup, In Navgatuck
State Porest, at the epleenter of the initial-
EAB infestation, over 200 ash trees were
recently sold to a logger before they died.
By acling qulckly, the Divisioi of Forestry
was able to salvage some economic value
from it trees before they became worth-
less, When still ative, ash wood Is yaluable
for Tumber for thany products, including
baseball bats, fomiture, and flooring,

Quarantines are i1 offect on moving
atl bardwood firewood, ash Iumber and
logs, and other ash wood products within
Conttectiont and out-of-state, Because the
EAB slination Is so dynamic, the CAES
website (www.cl.gov/eaes) is the best
place to go to find the most recent infor-
mation about quarantings, ‘The purpose of
the quarantines is not-to eliminate EAB
but to stow the spread to allow landowners
and communities to plan for the Impact
and buy fime to allow blological controfs
to take effect,

CAES Is using stale-of-the-art tech-
niques by teleasing two kinds of non-
stinging wasps that kill BAB by parasit-
izIng larvae or eggs, They are specific to
RAB nud control the popufation jn their
native China. "The wasps were released

“under strict prolecols sel up by USDA/

APHIS, ‘Their effectivencss is being evalu-
ated by CAES's Dr, Claire Rutfedge.

What You Can Do

Don't Move Firewood! FAB was
able to hopscoteh around the country not
by fiylng (it can only fly one mile a year),
but by hitchhiking, pimarily in firewood
that people bring to vacation cabins and
campgrounds, If you buy firewood, know
where [t came from, Hyeryone In Con-
neeticut who transpoits firewood (not Just
commercint dealers) must have a docu-
ment indleating whero it originated and jts
destinalion, Cerlificates of transport and
other information about fAirewood ropula-
tlons can be downloaded from ywenwvict.goy/

eepfforestry,
If you own woodlands and are unsure of
how EAB could affect you, contact a DEBP
Service Forester at 860-424-3630, You also
cati contect a private Conngeticut Certified
Forester (a st of Certified Povesters is at
t.gov/deep/io \
Those wilh ash trees in their yards can

(Top) Woudpeckers have stripped the outer bark of
this ash troe (cnllad blonting), reveallng D-shapad
exlt holas created by an adult emorald ash boror
when i exllad the {ree ta fead on leaves. (Botlom) A
¢loser look at a D-shapad exi hole.

call a Conneclicut Licensed Aeborist for
advice, The Connecticut Tree Protective
Association maintains a list of its members
who are licensed arborisis

org). There are Insectictdes that can profect
ash trees from BAB, But, trees with nore
than $0% canopy disback are unlikely to
recover, even if treated,

Municipalites with questlons about
ash trees along roadsides and in public
spaces ¢an eall DEBP's Urban Forestry
Progiam (860-424-3178), EAB is the
most devastating trent (o our forests sitce
Ditch elm disense and chestut blight, and
it wilt spread quickly, More Information
can be found at wirw.emeraldashborerinfo,
org; www.etgov/deepfforestty: and vy,

cl.go

November/Decomber 2014

Conneclleul Wildite 21

e 2T e o T e




From the Woods to the Web: Hunters Providing Valuable Data

Writlen by Andy LaBonte, DEEP Witdiife Division

tate wildlife agencies are responsible

for monitering poputation trends,
estimating annual harvests, and establish-
ing hunting regulations for game species.
Harvest dala are used to model pepula-
tion dynarics and for evatunting the need
for changes in bag limits or reguladons.
Wildlife managers use numerous methods
to obtain dala, such as mandatory in-pex-
son check slatfons, mail questionnaires,
suryeys, mail-in harvest cards, toll-free
teleplione services, and onfine reporting,

Since the passage of Connecticut’s
Deer Management Act In 1975, biologi-
cal data had been collected by Wildtife
Division staff at select check stations
throughont the state. To be most efficient
with data collection, blologleal data were
typically collected during the shotgun/
rifle senason. The data ncluded sex, dge,
dressed body weight, nomber of aniler
points, and antler beam dianefers of
yearling bucks, Afthough the informa-
{ion was helpful in assessing the health of:
Connecticut's deer population in the past,
other more cost-effective means of data
collection now exist with advancement of

_ he intermet,

With the replacement of physical
check stations with online and telephone
reporiing in 2013, the Wildlife Division
has been relying on hunters to provide
ths erltical information. When hunters
harvest a deer, they are required te report
thal harvest through the DEEP’s ontine or
telephone reporting system, This require-
ment enables wildlife managers to collect
nwch of the same information that was

-collected at check stations, along with

other various types of infonnatton that
were not previously collected, Addition-
ally, information is now colfected for the
entlre hunting season and not just doring
a peak days,

The biggest change from Lis new
procedute is that the data collection pro-
vess hias moved from the managers’ hands
to the hands of the hunters, making it im.-
perative that hunters report their harvest
and also provide accurate Information,
Hunters should take pride in the fact that
they are playing a key role in the success
of deer managemant in our state.

The Wildlife Division recenlly con-
ducted a survey of all state and provincial
deer biologists Lo assess 1) changes in
Low harvest dala have been collected
over time: 2} reglonal differences In the

X el i AL

Huntars should take pride In Lhe facl ial they are playlng a key role In the success of dear

management {n 11¢ siate, Successiul hunlers are abla to report thelr harvest on-ine from a

a1l phone while they are siiil In the woads,

type of data coliccled and methods used
to collect datn; 3) use and value of hunter-
provided data; and 4) {ypes of methods
used {o develop population estlmates,

We also are in the process of conduct-
ing a survey of Connecticut bunters to
assess hunter opinions about deer harvest

it dossn't gel moye convenient than that.

seporling, hunter harvest dala collection,
and satisfactlon with deey management in
Connecticut. The surveys will help with
any necessary changes to future harvest
repoiting systems in Connecticut and
across the country, Survey results will be
detatled In a fature Issue of the magazine.

Hunters used to he required to bring thelr deer to check stallons whare Wildlife Divislon
siaff would collect hlologloal data, such as sox, age, dressed body welght, number of
anller polnts, and antler beam dlameters of yearllng bucksa.
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Programs at the Sessions Woods Conservation Education Center

Pregrams are a cooperalive venlure belwean the Wildlife Divislon and the Friends of Sessions Woods. Please pra-raglster by calling 860-675-8130
(Mon.-Fil., 8:30 AM-4:30 EM), Programs are free unlese nofed. An adull must gecompany children under 12 yoars old, No pels allowad! Sesslons
Woous Is fecated al 341 Miltord 81, (Rouis 69) In Butlington,

JAN A7 conssesnsranrnnn The Boboal: CT's Seoretive Wild Cat, starling at 1:30 PM, Wildilfe Divislon Natural Resource Educator Lavra Rogers-Gastro
will provide an Mlroduction to the bobeas, Connacticuts only wild cal, This PowerPolnt presentation will Include Informallon on the
nalural history of hokeats, Including diet, breading habits, and habital requirements, Parficipants aiso will fearn how to Identify
bebeal racks, This program is sullable lor ages 10 and oldor,

Hunting Season Daies

Sapl. 16-Dge., 31.....Dcer and Wikey bowhunting season onprivate Jand and siate land bowhunling only areas

D90, 10-23 .....ou0sr.e Muizzloloader Dear Hunling Season srvstale landt

Bee. 10-31 ..o Muzzleloader Deer Hunling Seasen on private lard

Ded, 24-31 . Second portion of The turkey howhuniing season o state land

Jan, 26-Fabh. 14......, Speclal late Canada goose hunling season In lhe south zone only (%ie portion easl of the Quinnipfas Rlver)

Consult the 2014 Conneclicut Hunling & Trapping Gulde and the 20{4-2015 Migratory Bird Hunting Qulds lor speciflc season dateg and delails,
Printed guldes can be found at DEEP faciiittes, tovm hafls, bail and lackle shops, and ouldoor equipment sloras, Guldes also are avallable on the

DEEP wabsito (iwenscl.aovdasp/muniing). Go to s gl.uovoep/sportsmenticensing to piirchase Connecticut hunting, iapping, and fching
fei2508, a0 well a3 1oquited decr, tuikey, and migratory bird permils and stamps, The systom accepts payment by VISA of MaslerCard,

Special Note; Hunting and fishing license fees, as well as fees for various stamps, tags, and permils, have
been reduced by 50% for 16 and 17-year olds. Check the DEEP website or the 2015 Connecticut Hunting &
Trapping Guide and 2015 Connecticut Anglers Guide for specific details.

Shepaug Bald Eagle Observation Area to Open December 20, 2014

The Shepaug Bald Eagle Observatlon Area, tn Southbury, opens Jor-its 301t season beghining on December 20, 2044, rinning throngh
Wednesduy, March 4, 2015, The area Is open for observatlons on YWednesdays, Saturdays, and Sundays beiween 9;00 AM and 1:00 PM, Although
adinission Is free-of .charge, advance reservations are required and will be taken beginning on Thesday, December 9, 2014, To make reservations

Jor udividitals, familes, and groups, call foll-free at 800-368-8954 between 9:00 AM and 3:00 PM on Tieesdays through Fridays.

The Shepaug Bald Eagle Observation Area Is one of the top eagle viewing locations in New England. It Is a popular spot for eagles in
wiitter when furbulence below the denn keeps the water from freezing, and e fish below the dam provide a ready food source, Speciallsts wilt
be on-site with high-powered spotiing scopes to help vlsltors see the eagles In action awd fo answer questions, Vistors are encottraged to dress
warnify because the observation area s inheated, and 1o bring binaculars, f possible, given the limited number of oni-site scopes, The Shepang
Eugle Ubservation Area is run by FirstLight Power Resources, a GDIF SUEZ Energy North America coltipany, which owns and operales several
hydroelecirie facilliies afong the Housatonfe River,

] Facobook | www.facebook,corm/CTFishandWildlife
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Subscription Order ‘

Please make checks payable to: -
Connectlcut Wildiife, P.O. Box 1550, Burllngton, CT 06013

~,

Check one; Check oner Donatl y 1diife Fund:

[] 1 Year 58.00) [7] 2 vears 515,000 ] 3 Years (520.00) [ Renewal s onatlon to the Wildiife Fund:

Namie: (1 New Subseription Help fund projects that benefit .
S : songbinds, threntened and endmgere

Address: D Gift Subscrip tion specles, repitles, amphiblans, bats, and

City: State: Gift card to read: other sildilfe species.

Zip: Tel,; —_—

Ewuall: .

Will ouly be ured for rebieriphing pucpores

Order on-line with a credit card through the DEEP Store at; .el.govidee, lifeMagazine
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A norlthern harrler hunts along the edge of an overgrown farm fleld In wealern Connediicut,




