
AGENDA 
Regular Meeting 

Mansfield Conservation Commission 
Wednesday, March 16, 2016 

Audrey P. Beck Building  
Conference Room B 

7:30 p.m. 
 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Roll Call 
 

3. Opportunity for Public Comment 
 

4. Minutes 

 February 17, 2016 Regular Meeting 
 

5. New Business  
a. W1561- H. Raphaelson, Dog Lane, 2 lot subdivision 
b. W1562 & PZC #1284-3-  Meadowbrook Gardens Multi-Family Development 
c. W1563-Bicentennial Pond, Aquatic Weed Management and Sediment Removal 
d. Draft Model Conservation Easement 

 
6. Continuing Business  

 Biking in Certain Town Parks 

 Enabling Legislation to Create a Local Conservation Fund "Project Green Space" 

 Conservation Easement Monitoring 

 Zoning Regulation Updates/Rewrite 

 Town of Coventry/ Mansfield Control of Fanwort in Eagleville Lake 

 UConn Agronomy Farm Irrigation Project 

 Status of UConn’s Hazardous Waste Transfer Station 

 Other  
 

7. Communications 

 Minutes 
o Open Space: 2/16/16 
o PZC: 3/7/16 
o IWA: 3/7/16 
 

8. Other 
 

9. Future Agendas 
 

10. Adjournment 



Town of Mansfield
CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Meeting of 17 February 2016
Conference B, Audrey P. Beck Building

(draft) MINUTES 

Members present: Aline Booth (Alt.), Quentin Kessel, Scott Lehmann, Michael Soares. 
Members absent: Joan Buck (Alt.), Robert Dahn, Neil Facchinetti, Grant Meitzler, John Silander. 
Others present: John & Beth Hankins, Lon Hultgren, Ken Feathers & Jim Morrow (Open Space 
Preservation Committee), Jennifer Kaufman (Wetlands Agent).

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:33p by Chair Quentin Kessel.  Booth was designated a 
voting member for this meeting.

2. The draft minutes of the 20 January 2016 meeting were approved as written.

3. Biking in Town Parks.  Mountain biking is now prohibited on trails in Town parks & 
preserves, save for Schoolhouse Brook Park.  John Hankins, who maintains the Nipmuck Trail in 
Mansfield, would like to see more Town-owned parkland opened to bikes, particularly areas that 
would enable riders to make extended circuits on connected trails, such as the Wolf Rock area 
and the Fifty-foot, Coney Rock, & Dorwart complex.  In his experience, use helps to maintain 
trails, and opening additional trails to bikes would increase traffic on them.  A policy of generally 
allowing bikes on town trails would also reduce confusion about where they are or are not 
permitted. Kaufman added that the Town has no enforcement mechanism for its current policy 
and might achieve greater compliance by replacing signs prohibiting bikes with signs that make 
expectations for their use clear (e.g., yield to pedestrians). Lon Hultgren reported that the Town 
is beginning to work on a Bicycle/Pedestrian Master Plan, which will need to consider and 
recommend policies for bike use of town trails.

In the free (& nonlinear) discussion that followed, various concerns were voiced and 
suggestions made:

• Kessel worried about bikes chewing up wet areas.  Hultgren noted that all the biking 
magazines preach against using bikes on soft ground;  such good advice, however, is 
often ignored.  John Hankins suggested this be viewed as a maintenance problem, 
rather than a use problem (e.g., wet areas can be bridged).

• Ken Feathers thought trail infrastructure would need to be upgraded to make bike use 
sustainable in wet areas, on steep slopes, etc.  A survey of trails should be undertaken 
to determine what work would be needed.

• Kaufman said the Town needs volunteers to monitor and maintain trails.  John 
Hankins was sure that bikers would help with this, if wider use of trails were 
permitted.

• Kessel wondered about the Town’s liability for injuries, if bicycles are allowed on 
more trails.

• Soares noted that the areas mentioned by John Hankins for wider bike use are not 
wholly Town-owned. Joshua’s Trust may not welcome bikers on its trails at Wolf 
Rock or Coney Rock, and owners of private land over which the Nipmuck Trail runs 
may also object. They should be consulted before opening more Town trails to bikes. 
{The Connecticut Forest and Park Association’s 2005 Connecticut Walk Book East  
states (p.xi) that, save where posted for multi-use on DEP property, “use of the Blue-
Blazed Hiking Trails by motorized vehicles, bicycles, horses, or other four-footed 



animals (except leashed dogs) is not permitted without the express authorization of 
the property owner.”}

• Lehmann expressed misgivings about a more liberal policy, noting that, in his 
experience, it’s rare for bikers to yield to pedestrians on trails in Schoolhouse Brook 
Park, as they are supposed to, and that renegades have constructed their own 
extensive trails in the Park with jumps, passages through stone walls, etc.

John & Beth Hankins then left the meeting (at 8:35), Hultgren having had to leave somewhat 
earlier.

4. Draft Zoning Regulations.  Kaufman distributed a memo dated 01/05/16 from Planning 
Director Linda Painter soliciting comments on draft amendments to the zoning regulations; those 
regulating connections to the new water supply system and storm-water management were 
attached.   The former limit development of rural residential property in the vicinity to what was  
previously allowed, regardless of whether tapping into the new Connecticut Water Company 
pipeline would allow more intensive development.  Soares & Feathers suggested that such 
‘overlay zoning’ include low-density areas served by existing water mains, areas in which 
development will not longer be water-limited once the new water flows.

Booth wondered why the Zoning Focus Group has not been consulted in the process of 
drafting these amendments.  Members of this Group – Greg Padick, Ed Pelletier, and Booth 
herself, among others – know a lot about zoning in Mansfield and could contribute valuable 
insights and advice.  Kessel asked Kaufman to convey to Painter the Commission’s suggestion 
that she reach out to this Group.

5. Four Corners Sewer Project.  The Executive Summary for the EIE on the Four Corners 
Sewer Project was included in the packet for this meeting, but the Commission did not act on it.  
{The DEEP comment period closes on 03/18/16; any Commission comments would need to be 
submitted to the Town Council in time for review at its 03/14/16 meeting.}  Kaufman distributed 
a useful map, identifying properties that will be served by the new sewer lines and assessed for 
their cost.   Kessel noted that assessments levied on undeveloped land, of which there is quite a 
bit in the 4-corners area, could force owners to develop it (or to sell to others who will do so), an 
unwelcome consequence.  {The August 2015 draft EIE, p.47, takes the position that the sewer 
project will promote clustered development and that the Town can protect other values in the 
area through zoning and wetlands regulations (a significant portion of the undeveloped land there 
is wetlands).}

6. Monitoring Conservation Easements.  The Commission’s plans for monitoring town-held 
conservation easements are now on hold.  The State’s Freedom of Information Commission may 
classify monitoring of an easement by two members of the Commission a “meeting” of the 
Commission that requires public notice and is open to the public.  Kaufman has asked the Town 
Attorney to look into this.  

7. IWA referrals.  Consideration of W1561 (Raphaelson, Dog Lane: 2-lot subdivision) has been 
pushed back.  The field trip originally scheduled for 02/10/16 will be in March, presumably 
before the Commission’s meeting on 03/16/16.

8. Project Greenspace.  After some discussion, the Commission decided not – at this time – to 
urge the Town Council to support legislation proposed by Connecticut Audubon that would 
permit towns to set up local conservation funds, financed by a conveyance fee on the sale of 
residential property.  This initiative does not appear to be well-organized, there is no website 
where one can get more information about it, and any enabling legislation will probably go 



nowhere in a short legislative session focused on state budget woes.

9. Adjourned at 9:21p.  Next meeting: 7:30p, Wednesday, 16 March 2016.

Scott Lehmann, Secretary, 18 February 2016.



 

Department of Planning and Development 

 

Date: January 27, 2016 

To: Mansfield Inland Wetlands Agency 

From: Jennifer Kaufman, Inland Wetlands Agent 

Subject: Receipt of New Application for Wetlands License 

 east side of Dog Lane (assessor’s parcel id 16.41.23) (IWA File #1561) 

H. Raphaelson 

 Description of work:  2-lot subdivision-Raphaelson Estates 

Project Description 

The applicants propose to subdivide a 14.75 acre parcel into two single family lots located on the east side 

of Dog Lane.  Except for two foundation drains, all activity will be at least 50 feet from the edge of 

wetlands. 

☐ The project includes work in wetlands. 

☒ The project includes work in the 150 foot upland review area. 

☒ The project is located in a Public Water Supply Watershed. 

Application Fees and Notifications 

☒ The applicant has paid the required application fee 

☒ The applicant has submitted copies of the notice mailed to neighbors and a list of abutters to be 

notified.  Certified mail receipts must be submitted prior to action on the application. 

☒ The applicant has submitted copies of notices provided to the Connecticut DPH and Windham Water 

Works.  Certified mail receipts must be submitted prior to action on the application. 

☒  Natural Diversity Database has been checked and state and/or federal listed species or significant 

natural communities have been identified on the property. 

 

Receipt Motion 

_____________________ MOVES, _____________________ seconds to receive the application 

submitted by H. Raphaelson (IWA File #1561) under the Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations of the 

Town of Mansfield for 2-lot subdivision-Raphaelson Estates on property located on the  east side of Dog 

Lane (assessor’s parcel id 16.41.23) as shown on a map dated 1/12/2016 and as described in application 

submissions, and to refer said application to staff and the Conservation Commission for review and 

comments.   





































APPLICATION REFERRAL 
Mansfield Planning and Zoning Commission 

 

 

TO: Public Works Dept. (c/o Asst. Town Engineer) 
Health Officer (c/o R. Miller, EHHD) 
Design Review Panel 
Committee on Needs of Persons with Disabilities 
Fire Marshal 
Traffic Authority 
Recreation Advisory Committee 
Open Space Preservation Committee 
Parks Advisory Committee 
Town Council 
Conservation Commission 
Agricultural Committee 
Sustainability Committee 

 
The Planning and Zoning Commission has received a Special Permit Application and will consider the application at a 
Public Hearing/regular meeting on May 2, 2016. Please review the application and reply with any comments to the 
Planning Office before March 31, 2016. For more information, please contact the Planning Office at 429-3330. 

 
APPLICATION INFORMATION 

 
Applicant: Uniglobe Investment, LLC 

 
Owner: Uniglobe Investment, LLC 

 
Agent(s): Datum Engineering & Surveying, LLC 

 
Proposed Use: 36 Residential Apartments, PZC File, 1284-3 

 
Location: 91 & 93 Meadowbrook Lane 

 
Zone Classification: DMR (Design Multiple Residence) 

 
Other Pertinent Information: 

 
o See the following link to view all plans related to this project: 

http://www.mansfieldct.gov/content/1904/1932/14344.aspx 
  

o Full size plans available for your use in the Planning and Zoning Office 
 

 

Signed:    

 

 

Date:   2/29/16  

 

 

http://www.mansfieldct.gov/content/1904/1932/14344.aspx
http://www.mansfieldct.gov/content/1904/1932/14344.aspx




















































 

Department of Planning and Development 

 

Date: March 2, 2016 

To: Mansfield Inland Wetlands Agency 

From: Jennifer Kaufman, Inland Wetlands Agent 

Subject: Receipt of New Application for Wetlands License 

 Bicentennial Pond (IWA File #W1563) 

Bicentennial Pond, Assessor’s Parcel ID 23.60.7 

 Description of work:  Aquatic Weed Management and Sediment Removal 

Project Description 

To improve the recreational use and overall ecological health of Bicentennial Pond, the Town of Mansfield 
proposes to manage approximately 2.6 acres of nuisance aquatic species and remove accumulated soft 
organic matter and from the swimming area of Bicentennial Pond.  

Organic Matter/Sediment Removal- Natural eutrophication and sedimentation deposited from surface runoff 
along with organic material buildup has accumulated in the beach area at Bicentennial Pond, requiring 
remediation to restore natural bottom depth and quality of the pond’s recreational function.  The work will 
be accomplished by using a compact, hydraulic sediment removal system (the “dredge”). The dredge is 
equipped with a trash pump that will extract the accumulated sediment from the pond bottom and pump it 
to a nearby dewatering area. The spoils will be dewatered using geotextile fabric tubes, which retain spoils 
material while filtering the water before it is returned to the pond in a clarified state. Once the spoils are 
completely dewatered they can be extracted from the containment membrane and hauled off-site for 
disposal. Approximately 15,000 square feet of the pond will be disturbed during the excavation and it is 
estimated that no more than 30 cubic yard of sediment and organic matter will be removed from the pond.   

Nuisance Aquatic Weed Management-To improve the recreational experience and overall health of the pond, the 
Town of Mansfield proposes to work with a licensed contractor (All Habitat Services, Inc.) to complete an 
herbicide treatment to manage a population and of non-native, invasive Water Chestnut and other native 
nuisance aquatic weed species.  This work will be conducted in accordance with a CT DEEP Aquatic 
Pesticide Use permit and state, and federal regulations.    

 

 

 

 

 



 

Department of Planning and Development 

 

☒ The project includes work in wetlands. 

☐ The project includes work in the 150 foot upland review area. 

☐ The project is located in a Public Water Supply Watershed. 

Application Fees and Notifications 

☒ The applicant has paid the required application fee 

☒ The applicant has submitted copies of the notice mailed to neighbors and a list of abutters to be 

notified.  Certified mail receipts must be submitted prior to action on the application. 

 

Receipt Motion 

_____________________ MOVES, _____________________ seconds to receive the application 

submitted by Bicentennial Pond, Assessor’s Parcel ID 23.60.7 (IWA File #W1563) under the Wetlands and 

Watercourses Regulations of the Town of Mansfield for Aquatic Weed Management and Sediment Removal 

on property located at Bicentennial Pond as shown on a map dated 10/27/2015 and as described in 

application submissions, and to refer said application to staff and the Conservation Commission for review 

and comments.   
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FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

 

File # 

W________________________ 

              Fee Paid _______________________

 Official Date of Receipt ____________

    

                                 

Applicants are referred to the Mansfield Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations for complete 
requirements, and are obligated to follow them.  For assistance, please contact the Inland Wetlands 

Agent at the telephone numbers above. 

Please print or type or use similar format for computer; attach additional pages as necessary. 

 

Part A - Applicant 
Name___________Town of Mansfield, Parks and Recreation_____________________ 

 
Mailing Address_____10 South Eagleville Road, Storrs-Mansfield, CT _____________ 

 
______________________________________________________Zip____06268____ 

 
 Phone____860-429-3015x6109_____Email__VincenteCA@MansfieldCT.org________ 
 

 

Title and Brief Description of Project   
 
Aquatic Weed Management and Sediment Removal_________________ 

 

 

Location of Project___________Bicentennial Pond_________________ 

 

Intended Start Date ____Late April/Early May 2016_________________________ 

 

Part B - Property Owner (if applicant is the owner, just write "same") 
Name________________Same_________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address_________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________Zip______________ 

 
Phone____________________Email_________________________________________ 
 
Owner's written consent to the filing of this application, if owner is not the applicant: 

 
Signature_________________________________________date_____________ 

 
 
Applicant's interest in the land: (if other than owner) __________________________________ 

APPLICATION FOR PERMIT  

MANSFIELD INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY  

4 SOUTH EAGLEVILLE ROAD, STORRS, CT  06268 

860-429-3015x6204 (DIRECT) TEL: 860-429-3330 OR 

FAX: 860-429-6863 
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Part C - Project Description (attach extra pages, if necessary) 

1) Describe in detail the proposed activity here or on an attached page. (See guidelines at 

end of application)   
Please include a description of all activity or construction or disturbance: 

a) in the wetland/watercourse 
b) in the area adjacent to (within 150 feet from the edge of) the wetland/watercourse, even 

if wetland/watercourse is off your property 
______________see attached_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2) Describe the amount or area of disturbance (in square feet or cubic yards or acres): 
a) in the wetland/watercourse 
b) in the area adjacent to (within 150 feet from the edge of) the wetland/watercourse, even 

if wetland/watercourse is off your property 
____a.) 15,000 ft2_________________________________________________________ 
____b.) none_____________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3) Describe the type of materials you are using for the project: _For Aquatic Weed 

Management:  selective applications of the herbicides Rodeo, Clipper, Platoon, and 
Nautique.  For sediment removal:  Hydraulic sediment removal system, geotechnical 
fabric membrane for sediment dewatering, and Biopolymer conditioning agents for 
coagulation and flocculation 
 

a) include type of material used as fill or to be excavated _______Soft Organic Sediment 
b) include volume of material to be filled or excavated____30 cubic yards______________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 
4) Describe measures to be taken to minimize or avoid any adverse impacts on the 

wetlands and regulated areas (silt fence, staked hay bales or other Erosion and 
Sedimentation control measures).  
The sediment is contained in a geotechnical fabric membrane. Dewatering leachate 
discharge will be returned to the pond via a suitably protected outlet. Discharge water 
quality subject to construction discharge BMP’s. CT 2002 Erosion Control Guidelines and 
BMP’s are incorporated into operational work plan. 
 

 

Part D - Site Description 
Describe the general character of the land. (Hilly? Flat? Wooded? Well drained? etc.)  

  _________________________________________________________________________ 
 _________________________________________________________________________ 
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Part E - Alternatives 
Have you considered any alternatives to your proposal that would meet your needs and 

might have less impact on the wetland/watercourse?  Please list these alternatives. 
 The hydraulic dredger will cause the least disturbance.  Other options would include using an 

excavator but this would cause more disturbance.  Weeds could be hand pulled but this is 
only a temporary solution, would be very labor intensive and costly.   Also, often times all of 
the root is not removed using this method causing the weeds to spread further.   
 _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Part F - Map/Site Plan (all applications) 

1) Attach to the application a map or site plan showing existing conditions and the 

proposed project in relation to wetland/ watercourses.  Scale of map or site plan should be 1" 
= 40'; if this is not possible, please indicate the scale that you are using. A sketch map may be 

sufficient for small, minor projects.  (See guidelines at end of application) 
 

2) Applicant’s map date and date of last revision____10/27/2015____________________ 
3) Zone Classification ______RAR 90 __________________________________________ 
4) Is your property in a flood zone?    _____Yes    _____No  _____ Don’t Know 

 

Part G - Major Applications Requiring Full Review and a Public Hearing 
See Section 6 of the Mansfield Regulations for additional requirements. 

 

Part H - Notice to Abutting Property Owners  
1)  Attach list of abutters, name, and address 

  

2) Proof of Written Notice to Abutters. You must notify abutting (neighboring) property 
owners (any property immediately contiguous with the subject property, including those 
across the street) by certified mail, return receipt requested, stating that a wetland 
application is in progress, and that abutters may contact the Mansfield Inland Wetlands 
Agent for more information. Include a brief description of your project.  Postal receipts 
of your notice to abutters must accompany your application. To generate an 
abutters list go to http://www.mainstreetmaps.com/CT/Mansfield/ 
 

Part I - Additional Notices, if necessary 
Notice to Windham Water Works and CT Department of Public Health is attached.  If this 
application is in the public watershed for the Windham Water Works (WWW), you must notify 
the WWW and the Department of Public Health of your project within 7 days of sending the 
application to Mansfield--sending it by certified mail, return receipt requested.  Contact the 
Mansfield Inland Wetlands Agent to find out if you are in this watershed. 
 
Notice to Adjoining Town.  If your property is within 500 feet of an adjoining town, you must also 
send a copy of the application, on the same day you sent one to Mansfield, to the Inland 
Wetlands Agency of the adjoining town, by certified mail, return receipt requested.   
 
The Statewide Reporting Form shall be part of the application and specified parts must be 
completed and returned with this application. 

 

http://www.mainstreetmaps.com/CT/Mansfield/
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Part J -  Other Impacts To Adjoining Towns, if applicable 
1) Will a significant portion of the traffic to the completed project on the site use streets 

within the adjoining municipality to enter or exit the site?___Yes_X_No___Don’t Know 
 

2) Will sewer or water drainage from the project site flow through and impact the sewage or 
drainage system within the adjoining municipality?____ Yes __X_No ____ Don’t Know 

 
3) Will water run-off from the improved site impact streets or other municipal or private 

property within the adjoining municipality?____ Yes __X_No ____Don’t Know 

 

Part K - Additional Information from the Applicant 
Set forth (or attach) any other information which would assist the Agency in evaluating 
your application. (Please provide extra copies of any lengthy documents or reports, and 
extra copies of maps larger than 8.5” x 11”, which are not easily copied.)  

 

Part L - Filing Fee 
Application fees shall be in accordance with the current Mansfield Code of Ordinance fee 
Schedule, pursuant to Section 8-1c of the Connecticut General Statutes.  The fee 
schedule includes provisions for applicant-funded consultant studies and reports.  The 
current fee schedule is available in the Planning and Zoning office.   

   
 
 Note:  The Agency may require additional information about the upland review area or about 
wetlands or watercourses affected by the regulated activity.   If the Agency, upon review of your 
application, finds the activity proposed may involve a "significant activity" as defined in the 
Regulations, additional information and/or a public hearing may be required. 
 
Certification  
I hereby certify that:  
I am familiar with the information contained in this form and that such information is true and 
correct to the best of my knowledge.  

I understand the penalties for obtaining a permit through deception or through inaccurate or 
misleading information.  
 
 
____________________________________  _________________________________ 
Signature        Date 
 

Authorization to Enter Property  
The undersigned hereby consent to necessary and proper inspections of the above-mentioned 
property by members and agents of the Inland Wetlands Agency at reasonable times, both before 
and after the permit in question has been issued by the Agency.  
 
 
 
_______________________________________   ___________________  
Signature       Date 

 



Project Description 

In the Wetlands 

To improve the recreational use and overall ecological health of Bicentennial Pond, the Town of 

Mansfield proposes to manage approximately 2.6 acres of nuisance aquatic weeds and remove 

accumulated organic matter and sediment from the swimming area at Bicentennial Pond.  A detailed 

pond assessment and project description is attached. 

Organic Matter/Sediment Removal 

Natural eutrophication and sedimentation deposited from surface runoff along with organic material 
buildup has accumulated in the beach area at Bicentennial Pond, requiring remediation to restore 
natural bottom depth and quality of the pond’s recreational function. 

 The work will be accomplished by using a compact, hydraulic sediment removal system (the “dredge”). 
The dredge is equipped with a trash pump that will extract the accumulated sediment from the pond 
bottom and pump it to a nearby dewatering area. The spoils will be dewatered using geotextile fabric 
tubes, which retain spoils material while filtering the water before it is returned to the pond in a clarified 
state. Once the spoils are completely dewatered they can be extracted from the containment 
membrane and hauled off-site for disposal. 

Nuisance Aquatic Weed Management 

To improve the recreational experience and overall health of the pond, the Town of Mansfield proposes 
to work with a licensed contractor (All Habitat Services, Inc.) to complete an herbicide treatment to 
manage a population and of non-native, invasive Water Chestnut and other native nuisance aquatic 
weed species.  This work will be conducted in accordance with a CT DEEP Aquatic Pesticide Use permit 
and state, and federal regulations.     

In October 2015, Parks and Recreation Staff identified a small population of the non-native, aquatic 
invasive, Water Chestnut.  Water Chestnut is a highly competitive plant that is capable of rapid growth 
and spread. Water Chestnut displaces native species, reduces biodiversity, hampers recreational uses, 
reduces real estate value and diminishes aesthetic values.  It is especially hazardous in swimming areas 
because the sharp ½” barbs can penetrate shoes with leather soles and pose a hazard to swimmers and 
beach visitors.   

In addition to this, species 13 other aquatic plant species were identified in the swimming area.  While 
these species are native, several of them can become a nuisance, negatively impacting recreational use 
and the overall pond ecosystem.   

In the Upland Review Area 

While the project will be staged in the upland review area but there will be no site disturbance.  All 
sediment will be placed in a “roll off” dumpster and will be removed from the site.  The sediment will be 
brought to a location determined by Mansfield Department of Public works, dried out, and reused.   
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Plan for Swim Area Cleaning at Bicentennial Pond  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Prepared By:  
All Habitat Services, LLC 

P.O. Box 231 
Branford, CT 06405 

203.245.1212 
March 1, 2016  
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Overview  
 
The objective of this project is the removal of accumulated insitu sediment from the swimming area of 
Bicentennial Pond. Natural eutrophication and sedimentation deposited from surface runoff along with organic 
material buildup has accumulated in this area; requiring remediation to restore natural bottom depth and quality 
recreational function. 
 
The work will be accomplished by using a compact, hydraulic sediment removal system (the “dredge”). The 
dredge is equipped with a trash pump that will extract the accumulated sediment from the pond bottom and 
pump it to a nearby dewatering area. The spoils will be dewatered using geotextile fabric tubes, which retain 
spoils material while filtering the water before it is returned to the pond in a clarified state. Once the spoils are 
completely dewatered they can be extracted from the containment membrane and hauled off-site for disposal. 
 
Equipment and Process Design  

  
The dredge is equipped with a 16.5-hp gasoline engine, which 
hydraulically powers the suction and discharge hoses. The dredge 
pump and agitator pump are mounted on a flotation platform 
made of a tubular steel base and upper structure with high density 
polyethylene pontoons. The 20 foot suction hose, which is 
powered by the two pumps, is lowered to the desired depth by the 
dredge operator. The sediment material is fed into the impeller of 
the suction hose where it is vacuumed up by the pump and 
conveyed through a 4-inch discharge hose suspended along the 

water’s surface by floats to the dewatering area. A 4-inch boost pump and additional pipe can extend the 
distance to the dewatering site if necessary. 

 
The operator will manually move the dredge throughout the swimming area 
area extracting all of the sediment up to 4’ deep on each pass. A series of 
these parallel swaths will continue until the entire area is covered. The dredge 
is equipped with a sonar-mapping device and a GPS guided parallel swathing 
navigation system to assist the operator in determining which areas are 
dredged. 
 
The sediment and water forms a 
slurry (approx. 15% solids / 85% 

water) as it is pulled through the pump’s impeller and discharged 
to the dewatering system. The discharge is piped into a geotextile 
tube where the solids are decanted and dewatered as the leachate 
passes through the tube’s fabric wall. Each geotextile tube will 
progressively contain more spoils and less water until there is 
insufficient volume to support pumping capacity.  
 

Where necessary, the 
dewatering and sediment 
storage area is prepared by removing all ground obstructions that 
could puncture the geotextile fabric. If needed, the area is graded to a 
level grade 0º across the width and not more than 0.5% slope along the 
length of the tube to provide directional flow. The geotextile tube is 
then installed on top of an impervious geotechnical fabric liner to 

Geotextile Tube Dewatering 

Leachate Discharge from Dewatering 
Containment 

Piranha Dredge 

Geotextile Tube Dewatering in Roll Off Container 
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improve stability of the drainage surface area, as well as, to ensure the leachate water is returned to the pond in 
a clarified state. The perimeter of the dewatering area is surrounded by sediment control measures to avoid any 
unnecessary, non-directional runoff. The leachate water flowing from the tubes is then returned to the pond 
either by pump or gravity flow system. In cases where there is a small amount of sediment to be removed, the 
dewatering geotextile membrane is placed in a roll off container. This is an efficient dewatering option as it 
minimizes site preparation and disturbance. The dewatered spoils are easily hauled away for disposal. 
 
Preferential Methodology 
 
Using a hydraulic dredging technique to remove sediment is a proven successful approach and, in this case, it is 
the best available method. The dredging process can be time consuming and methodical; it drives water 
dependent species from the active work area well in advance of the dredge’s approach and provides egress to 
safe refuge areas elsewhere in the water body. Hydraulic dredging is compatible with the inhabiting wildlife 
species. It presents the least amount of disruption to the water body system including vegetation, fish, reptiles, 
amphibians, waterfowl and other species. 
 
Project Scope 
 
Preconstruction Planning and Permitting 
A formalized site-specific dredging plan is developed to define the appropriate scope of work to be conducted, 
and also to facilitate compliance with the relevant regulatory permitting requirements. For this project, the 
scope requires removing a small volume of soft sediment present on the sandy bottom of the swimming area at 
Bicentennial Pond. The project area is the limit of the approximately 300’ length of shoreline out approximately 
50’ or a maximum water depth of 4.5’. 
 
The physical properties of several composite sediment samples will be analyzed to characterize the ratio of soft 
organic silt and loam sediments to the coarse, sandy sediment horizon, to estimate dewatering consolidation 
rates. A composite wet sediment sample is screened against a battery of coagulants and flocculants to determine 
a goodness of fit for conditioners selected to assist consolidation during the dewatering process.  
 
If required by the CT DEEP, a series of additional composite samples would be laboratory screened for the 
presence of heavy metals, extractable total petroleum hydrocarbons, polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, PCB’s, 
pesticides and herbicides, to provide an environmental characterization of the sediment in determining its 
suitability for reuse or handling for disposal. 
 
Should higher than normal background levels of contaminants be found and verified during the testing of the 
composite wet sediment testing, All Habitat Services would suspend further mobilization efforts pending 
discussions with the owner on how to best proceed. This is to avoid disturbance of contaminants currently at 
rest. Copies of any potentially required sediment sample test would be provided to the owner. Additionally, All 
Habitat Services will take reasonable efforts to assure that all fuels, oils and grease material used during 
dredging operations do not enter the pond. 
 
At this time, there does not appear to be any permitting for this project beyond local requirements. However, in 
the event that permitting is determined to be required for the completion of this project, please note that costs of 
permitting would be the responsibility of the owner. Permitting is a two-tier process; All Habitat Services would 
notify and register with the CT DEEP describing the planned sediment removal operation for Bicentennial 
Pond. DEEP acknowledgement of the project registration would be provided to the owner. Should permitting be 
necessary, the permitting process would take place during the first 30 days following the signing of the contract.  
 
 



P.O. Box 231 Branford, CT 06405 
CT DEP # B-2020 Phone:203.245.1212 
NYSDEC# 13326 Fax:203.245.2981 

www.allhabitat.com 
 

 
November 13, 2015 
 
 
 
Jennifer Kaufman 
Natural Resources and Sustainability Coordinator 
Inland Wetlands Agent 
Town of Mansfield 
10 South Eagleville Road 
Storrs-Mansfield, CT 06268 
 
Dear Jennifer, 

 
Thank you for your interest in All Habitat Services, LLC for managing the aquatic vegetation at 
Bicentennial Pond in Mansfield. We are pleased offer the following proposal for your 
consideration. 

 
Scope of Services 
The objective of this proposal is the management of the nuisance aquatic species in Bicentennial 
Pond in Mansfield for the purpose of improved recreational use and overall health of the pond. 
 
Our inspection of Bicentennial Pond on October 27, 2015 identified fourteen species present 
including: Watershield (Brasenia schreberi), Water Starwort (Callitriche species), Coontail 
(Ceratophyllum demersum), Spikerush (Eleocharis species), Western Waterweed (Elodea nuttallii), 
Duckweed (Lemna minor), White Water Lily (Nymphaea odorata), Ribbon-leaf Pondweed 
(Potamogeton epihydrus), Robbin’s Pondweed (Potamogeton robbinsii), Arrowhead (Sagittaria 
species), Burreed (Sparganium species), Water Chestnut (Trapa natans), Cattail (Typha species), 
and American Eelgrass (Vallisneria americana). A map of the location of these species is provided. 
 
Of the fourteen identified species, the only invasive species present was the Water Chestnut, which 
has begun to infest the northern end of the pond. Water Chestnut is a highly competitive species 
that can form dense floating mats which will out-compete native vegetation and cause reduced 
oxygen levels, increasing the potential for fish kills. If left unmanaged, this infestation will spread 
and continue to negatively impact native species diversity, water quality and the overall aesthetic 
and recreational value of the park pond. Remediation is required to restore normal function to this 
valuable water resource.  
 
The pond is also experiencing an abundance of Watershield and White Water Lillies as well as the 
beginning stages of a Duckweed infestation in the pond.  While these species are native, they can 
become a nuisance, which, can also affect recreational use and also harm the overall structure of the 
pond ecosystem. Duckweed in particular has a tendency to create an unsightly covering across the 
entire surface of the water, thus causing a reduction of photosynthesis to any other submerged 
plants. Without control this plant can also reduce the oxygen levels of the water body and can result 
in complete oxygen depletion of the pond system. 
 
 



Other vegetation that may be considered for management includes: the Western Waterweed, 
Robbin’s Pondweed, Ribbon-leaf Pondweed, American Eelgrass and Water Starwort. These species 
were found along the beach area and are the primary contributors to the reduction in recreational 
use of the swim area. Management of these species will restore the recreational use and improve 
aesthetics of the beach area.  

 
This proposal offers two phases for management of the nuisance vegetation in the pond. The first 
phase is to consider control of the approximately 1.4 acre area of vegetation associated with the 
beach (Beach Management Area), which is primarily used for recreational purposes. The second 
phase proposes management of the vegetation in the approximately 1.2 acre area in the northern 
end of the pond (North End Management Area). Management in the northern end of the pond will 
likely prove beneficial for longer-term control to prevent species spreading. It is also in the 
northern end that the invasive species, Water Chestnut, was found. In particular, this highly prolific 
invasive requires immediate management before it has the opportunity to spread throughout the rest 
of the pond. We offer the following herbicide management options below. 
 
Herbicide Management 
For the management of the Water Chestnut infestation, we prescribe a surface application using a 
tank mix of the aquatic labeled herbicides Rodeo® (Glyphosate) and Platoon® (2,4-D) at a rate of 3 
quarts and 2.8 gallons per surface acre respectively, to deliver an effective concentration for control 
of the Water Chestnut present in the north end treatment area. Rodeo® is a non-selective herbicide 
that disrupts synthesis of a primary amino acid essential to chlorophyll production. Platoon® is a 
dicot selective herbicide, which alters the photosynthetic cycle and disrupts regulated cell division 
affecting vital plant tissues and nutrient production. Affected vegetation will begin to decompose in 
a 2 to 3 week period following treatment. Should any Water Chestnut show signs of recovery after 
the initial treatment, a second treatment may be necessary. 
 
For the treatment of the Watershield and White Water Lilies, we also recommend a surface 
application of Rodeo® at a rate of 3 quarts per acre. The treatment should be applied when the 
lillies are actively growing for best results. Following treatment, plants will gradually wilt, yellow 
and die after approximately 2 weeks.  
 
To manage for the American Eelgrass, Ribbon-leaf Pondweed and Robbin’s Pondweed, we 
recommend an application of Nautique® (Copper Carbonate) at a rate of 1.0 ppm. Nautique® is a 
chelated copper formulation that works on contact to impede growth of target vegetation. 
Treatment is most effective when applied at first signs of growth and to actively growing 
vegetation. Results of treatment will occur within two to four weeks after application.  

 
For the Western Waterweed and Water Starwort, we suggest a submersed application of Clipper® 
(Flumioxazin) at a rate of 200 ppb. Clipper® is a fast acting contact herbicide that interferes with a 
plant’s ability to produce chlorophyll. Treatment should be conducted at the beginning of the 
season and should be followed by additional applications 5-10 weeks apart, as necessary, to 
maintain the desired level of control throughout the season. 
 
For the management of Duckweed throughout the pond, we recommend a selective spot surface 
application of Clipper® (Flumioxazin) across the entire pond. Clipper® is a fast acting contact 
herbicide that interferes with a plant’s ability to produce chlorophyll. Treated plants will respond 
quickly and decompose. An initial treatment will be applied at a rate of 12 ounces per surface acre. 
Control of Duckweed can be rather difficult and may take several applications. Follow-up 
applications may be necessary throughput the season to manage any re-infestations and may be 
applied 28 days following the initial application.   
 
 



As a qualified municipality, these services are available under the terms and conditions of the State 
of Connecticut DAS Procurement Services Contract 13PSX0212. All Habitat Services, LLC will 
provide all chemicals, labor and equipment for the application(s) as requested. Specific, mutually 
agreeable date(s) for this chemical treatment will be scheduled with you in advance. The 
application will be performed by All Habitat Services, LLC’s CT DEEP Licensed Applicator’s, in 
accordance with the product label and the CT DEEP Aquatic Pesticide Use Permit. All Habitat 
Services, LLC will post the shoreline with printed signs, restricting the above water uses 
immediately prior to treatment. All Habitat Services, LLC carries workmen’s compensation, 
liability and property damage insurance, which will remain in effect throughout the duration of this 
Agreement.  
 
We hope that this proposal meets with your approval. Please feel free to contact us again if we may 
be of further assistance. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
 
David Roach S-3538 
General Manager 
All Habitat Services, LLC 
 
 
 



 

 

Open Space Preservation Committee 
Tuesday, January 19, 2016 

DRAFT Minutes 
Mansfield Town Hall, Conference Room B 

7:00p.m. 
 
 

Members present: Jim Morrow (chair), Ken Feathers, Quentin Kessel, Michael Soares, Vicky 
Wetherell, and Jennifer Kaufman (staff).  
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm. 
 
Michael Soares was appointed secretary. 
 
Minutes of the December 2015 meeting were approved. 
 
Opportunity for public comment – No members of the public were present. 
 
Old Business 

 Enabling Legislation for a Local Conservation Fund (Project Green Space)-Next Steps – In 
January Town Council passed a motion to refer this policy initiative to town committees for 
their review and comments.  OSPC members agreed that the policy may not be a “good fit” 
for Mansfield, but Mansfield’s endorsement of it would show support for other towns with 
limited resources for protecting open space.  Kessel brought up the recent proposal by 
State Sen. Witkos (R-Canton) to establish a constitutional amendment to protect open 
space in Connecticut and implement strengthened restrictions on the sale of preserved 
land; the following discussion focused on how this amendment could also strengthen open 
space preservation at the municipal level. 

 
New Business 

 Town Council Update-Joint meeting with other committees – Members continued to discuss 
their interest in developing a presentation for the Town Council to detail the status, 
operation, and priorities of the town’s open space program.  It was agreed that OPSC and 
other town committees (Ag., PAC, etc.) will cooperate to form a subcommittee on this effort.  
Morrow and Soares volunteered for the subcommittee. 
 

 Ravine Road – Jennifer updated the committee on recent events regarding the partial road 
closure.  All options for Ravine Road were discussed.  

 

 Model Easement (see attachment from Mansfield’s Town attorney).-Agenda item was 
tabled 

 

 Draft Zoning Regulation Updates – Drafts were reviewed by members and no comments 
were made at this time. 
 

Executive Session 

 The committee voted to go into Executive Session at 8:39 and to come out of Executive 

Session at 9:08. Recommendations will be forwarded to the Town Manager.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:14. 

http://www.mansfieldct.gov/filestorage/1904/5335/2184/20151215_minutes_draft.pdf#page=1
http://www.mansfieldct.gov/filestorage/1904/5335/2184/20151215_minutes_draft.pdf#page=1


DRAFT Minutes 

Mansfield Inland Wetlands Agency 

Regular Meeting 

Monday, March 7, 2016 

Council Chambers, Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building 

 

Members present:  C. Ausburger, B. Chandy, R. Hall (6:33 p.m.), G. Lewis, K. Rawn, B. Ryan, V. Ward 

Members absent: J. Goodwin, S. Westa  

Alternates present:  P. Aho, T. Berthelot  

Staff present:  J. Kaufman, Wetlands Agent 

L. Painter, Director of Planning and Development 
 

Vice Chair Ryan called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and appointed alternates Aho and Berthelot to act in 

members’ absence.  
 

Approval of Minutes:  

a. 2/01/2016 Regular Meeting:  

Rawn MOVED and Lewis seconded to approve the 2/1/2016 minutes as written. MOTION PASSED.  Chandy 

noted that she listened to the recording. 

b. 2/16/2016 Special Meeting: 

Rawn MOVED and Lewis seconded to approve the 2/16/2016 Special Meeting minutes as written. MOTION 

PASSED.  Chandy noted that she listened to the recording. 
 

Communications: 

The Conservation Commission meeting minutes and Kaufman’s monthly business memo were noted.  

Kaufman provided an update on the Mansfield Auto Part’s site.  
 

Old Business:  

a. W1561– H. Raphaelson, Dog Lane, 2 lot subdivision 
Tabled pending a 4/4/16 Public Hearing 

 

New Business:  
a. W1562-Meadowbrook Gardens, 91 & 93 Meadowbrook Lane, 36 Units 

Rawn MOVED, Ward seconded, to: 

1) Receive the application submitted by Uniglobe Investment (IWA File #W1562) under the Wetlands and 

Watercourses Regulations of the Town of Mansfield for construction of 36 dwelling units on property 

located at 91 & 93 Meadowbrook Lane as shown on a map dated 1/8/2016 and as described in 

application submissions, schedule a public hearing on May 2, 2016 and to refer said application to staff 

and the Conservation Commission for review and comments.    

2) Authorize staff to engage the services of BSC Group to review the project to ensure that the 

stormwater will be managed in a manner that does not significantly impact wetlands.  Pursuant to 

Chapter 122 of the Code of Ordinances, fees incurred for this review shall be the responsibility of the 

applicant.  A deposit in the amount of the estimated cost shall be provided to the Town prior to 

issuance of a notice to proceed.  

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 



b. W1563-Bicentennial Pond, Aquatic Weed Management and Sediment Removal 
Chandy MOVED, Hall seconded, to receive the application submitted by the Town of Mansfield, Assessor’s 
Parcel ID 23.60.7 (IWA File #W1563) under the Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations of the Town of 
Mansfield for Aquatic Weed Management and Sediment Removal on property located at Bicentennial 
Pond as shown on a map dated 10/27/2015 and as described in application submissions, and to refer said 
application to staff and the Conservation Commission for review and comments.  MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY.   

 

Reports from Officers and Committees:   

None. 
 

Other Communications:   

None.  
 

Adjournment: 

Vice Chair Ryan declared the meeting adjourned at 6:46 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Vera S. Ward, Secretary 



 
DRAFT MINUTES 

MANSFIELD PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting  

Monday, March 7, 2016 
Council Chamber, Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building 

 

Members present:  C. Ausburger, B. Chandy, R. Hall (6:33 p.m.), G. Lewis, K. Rawn, B. Ryan, V. Ward 
Members absent: J. Goodwin, S. Westa  
Alternates present:  P. Aho, T. Berthelot  
Staff present: Linda Painter, Director of Planning and Development 
 Janell Mullen, Assistant Planner/Zoning Enforcement Officer 
  

Vice Chair Ryan called the meeting to order at 6:50 p.m. and appointed alternates Aho and Berthelot to act in 
members’ absence.  
 

Ward MOVED, Rawn seconded, to move Item 6B after item 4. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 

Approval of Minutes: 
a. February 16, 2016, Regular Meeting:   

Chandy MOVED, Hall seconded, to approve the 2-16-2016 minutes as presented.  MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY.      

 

Zoning Agent’s Report:   
Janell Mullen, Zoning Agent, reported that the property at 1925 Storrs Road is substantially cleared and work 
continues to progress.  Mullen reviewed the over occupation enforcement that continues and agreed to 
include an update in the next meeting packet.  Rawn questioned the amount of staff time that has been 
invested in the process.  Mullen mentioned her involvement with the UConn off-campus Housing Fair to help 
inform students of the 3or4 no more rule. 
 
New Business: 
b. Plan 4 Health Presentation, Ana Zeller, Eastern Highlands Health District 

Ana Zeller, Community Health and Wellness Coordinator for Eastern Highlands Health District, gave a 
presentation on Plan 4 Health, a program designed to bring local planning and public health departments 
together to foster Healthy Communities, creating vibrant places and improving health across the nation by 
promoting active transportation and improving access to healthy foods. 

 
Old Business: 
a. Draft Zoning Regulations 

Staff reviewed the latest revisions to live/amplified music regulations based on previous Commission 
discussion.  The latest draft includes specific hours when outdoor music would be allowed by right; 
requires a zoning permit for music uses associated with businesses; and provides for revocation of music 
permits if multiple noise violations are issued within a defined time period. Members were encouraged to 
review the draft regulations for more discussion at the next meeting.  Staff will update and distribute 
revised drafts of the stormwater and water service connection regulations based on comments received 
from various committees, including the Zoning Focus Group.  Painter also distributed a proposed approach 
to the overall rewrite for discussion at the next meeting. 

b. Modification Request to a Gravel Permit, 1090 Stafford Road, PZC File #1258 
Item is tabled until March 21, 2015.  A March field trip has been scheduled for this site. 
 



c. Zoning Map Amendment Application, 91 & 93 Meadowbrook Lane, PZC File #1338 
 Tabled pending a 5/2/16 Public Hearing 
d. Special Permit Application, Meadowbrook Gardens, 91 & 93 Meadowbrook Lane, PZC File #1284-3 

Ward MOVED, Chandy seconded, to authorize staff to engage the services of BSC Group to review the 
Meadowbrook Gardens Special Permit application (PZC File 1284-3) submitted by Uniglobe Investment 
LLC.  The scope of services for this contract shall include, but not be limited to, the following areas: 
stormwater management, traffic and erosion and sedimentation controls.  Pursuant to Chapter 122 of the 
Code of Ordinances, fees incurred for this review shall be the responsibility of the applicant.  A deposit in 
the amount of the estimated cost shall be provided to the Town prior to issuance of a notice to proceed.  
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  A Field Trip has been set for 4/13/16 and a 5/2/16 Public Hearing. 
 

New Business Continued:   
a. Special Permit Application, Efficiency Unit, 152 Cedar Swamp Road, M. Ricci owner/applicant, PZC File 

#1339 
Chandy MOVED, Hall seconded, to receive the  Special Permit Application (File #1339) submitted by Mark 
Ricci, for an efficiency unit within a single family dwelling, on property located at 153 Cedar Swamp Road, 
as shown on plans dated 2-27-16, as shown and described in application submissions, and to refer said 
application to staff and committees, for review and comments and to set a Public Hearing for 3-21-16.  
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.   

 

Reports from Officers and Committees: 
The Director reviewed her written report and noted the Eastern Gateway Corridor Study is beginning.  
 
Communications and Bills:   
Noted.  
 
Adjournment:   
The Vice Chair declared the meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.     
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Vera S. Ward, Secretary 
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