
Mansfield Board of Education Meeting 
March 8, 2012 

Minutes 

 

Attendees: Mark LaPlaca, Chair, Shamim Patwa, Vice-Chair, Martha Kelly, Secretary, April Holinko, 
Holly Matthews, Katherine Paulhus, Jay Rueckl, Randy Walikonis, Superintendent Fred 
Baruzzi, Board Clerk, Celeste Griffin 

Absent: Carrie Silver-Bernstein 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:34pm by Mr. LaPlaca. 
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION:  Kelly Brouse, Mansfield Middle School Enrichment teacher and UConn interns discussed 
History Day.  Students Mira Gordin, Laura Blum, Jon Huang, Owen Elphick, and Geoff Russell presented their projects.  
 
Ms. Silver-Bernstein arrived at 7:52pm. 
 
HEARING FOR VISITORS:  None 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  The Mansfield Suzuki Association invited the Board to attend the Mark Woods concert on March 
17, 2012.  Letter was received from Elyse Poller and Jenn McMunn regarding 2012-2013 school year calendar. 
 
ADDITIONS TO THE PRESENT AGENDA:  None 
 
REPRESENTATIVE HADDAD: Due to an unexpected conflict, Representative Haddad did not address the Board.  He will 
at its April 12

th
 meeting. 

 
SCHOOL BUILDING PROJECT UPDATE:  Mr. Baruzzi presented information from CABE regarding Boards of 
Education’s ability to disseminate information to the public when a referendum on a school construction project is pending.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  None 
 
REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT: 

 Mansfield Advocates for Children (MAC): Kathleen Krider, Early Childhood Services Coordinator, discussed MAC 
and the services it provides. 

 Quarterly Financial Report:  MOTION by Ms. Patwa, seconded by Ms. Matthews to accept the December 31, 
2011 Quarterly Financial Statements.  VOTE: Unanimous in favor. 

 MMS VEX Robotics Team School Trip Request:  MOTION by Mrs. Paulhus, seconded by Mrs. Kelly to approve 
the request for the Robotics Team to the Championship Tournament in Anaheim, California. VOTE: Unanimous in 
favor. 

 2010-2011 Strategic School Profile:  Mr. Baruzzi and administrators answered Board members questions 
regarding this report. 

 Enhancing Student Achievement: One new project was reviewed and will be implemented at the schools in 
support of this activity. 

 Class Size/Enrollment:  The principals reported no significant change in enrollment. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  None 
 
CONSENT AGENDA:  MOTION by Ms. Patwa, seconded Mr. Rueckl that the following items for the Board of Education 
meeting of March 8, 2012 be approved or received for the record:  VOTE: Unanimous in favor. 
 
That the Mansfield Public Schools Board of Education approves the minutes of the February 8, 2012 Board meeting. 
That the Mansfield Public Schools Board of Education accepts the resignation of Sophia Donforth, Grade 7 teacher at 
Mansfield Middle School, effective June 30, 2012. 
 
HEARING FOR VISITORS:  None 
 
SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE AGENDA:  Mr. Rueckl requested information on the Enrichment program. 
 
MOTION by Ms. Matthews, seconded by Mrs. Holinko to adjourn at 9:22pm.  VOTE: Unanimous in favor 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Celeste Griffin, Board Clerk 


