
Mansfield Board of Education Meeting 
September 13, 2012 

Minutes 

 

Attendees: Mark LaPlaca, Chair, Shamim Patwa, Vice-Chair, Martha Kelly, Secretary,, Jay Rueckl , 
Randy Walikonis, Superintendent Fred Baruzzi, Board Clerk, Celeste Griffin 

Absent: April Holinko,  Holly Matthews, Katherine Paulhus, Carrie Silver-Bernstein 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:33pm by Mr. LaPlaca. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW CERTIFIED STAFF:  The building principals introduced the new staff for the 2011-2012 school 
year. 
 
Carrie Silver-Bernstein arrived at 7:40pm. 
 
HEARING FOR VISITORS:  Pat Suprenant, 441 Gurleyville Road, asked that Board packets and agendas be posted on 
the MBOE website. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  None 
 
ADDITIONS TO THE PRESENT AGENDA:  MOTION by Mrs. Kelly, seconded by Ms. Patwa, to add to the 
Superintendent’s Report an explanation of why checks state Town of Mansfield/Mansfield Board of Education.  VOTE: 
Unanimous in favor. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:   
Personnel Committee: Ms. Patwa reported that the Personnel Committee continues negotiations with UPSEU.   
Policy Committee:  MOTION by Ms. Patwa, seconded by Mr. Rueckl, to approve the Mansfield Board of Education Policy 
updates as proposed.  VOTE: All in favor with the exception of Mrs. Kelly in opposition.  
 
MBOE 2012-2013 GOALS AND OBJECTIVES:  MOTION by Mr. Rueckl, seconded by Ms. Patwa to adopt the MBOE 
2012-2013 Goals and Objectives.  VOTE: Unanimous in favor. 
 
REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT: 

 Town of Mansfield/Mansfield Board of Education Checks:  Cherie Trahan, Director of Finance, explained that 
although there is one checking account, payment is charged to the appropriate Town/MBOE budget account.   

Mrs. Holinko arrived at 8:14pm  

 2011-2012 4
th
 Quarter Financial Report: reported the Town ended fiscal year with revenues exceeding 

expenditures by $271,243, increasing fund balance from $2,070,077 to $2,341,320.  MOTION by Ms. Patwa, 
seconded by Mr. Walikonis, to accept the 2011-2012 4

th
 Quarter Financial Report.  VOTE: Unanimous in favor. 

 Budget Transfers 2011-2012:  MOTION by Mr. Walikonis, seconded by Mrs. Holinko to approve the Budget 
Transfers.  VOTE: Unanimous in favor. 

 Shared Services Agreement:  Mrs. Trahan discussed the implications of the shared services agreement between 
Region 19, Mansfield Town Council, and the Mansfield Board of Education.  MOTION by Mr. Rueckl, seconded 
by Mr. Walikonis to authorize the Superintendent of sign the agreement.  VOTE: Unanimous in favor. 

 Sequestration:  Mr. Baruzzi and Mrs. Trahan discussed the impact the Budget Control Act would have on the 
district.  MOTION by Ms. Patwa, seconded by Ms. Silver-Bernstein to send a letter regarding the Budget Control 
Act with an invoice to Connecticut Senators and our Congressman. 

 Field Trip Request:  Candace Morell, Mansfield Middle School Assistant Principal, discussed the Fiddlehike Field 
Trip and request Board approval.  MOTION by Ms. Patwa, seconded by Mr. Walikonis, to approve the request.  
VOTE: Unanimous in favor. 

 Summer Programs:  Mr. Baruzzi discussed the district’s three summer programs; Books on Bus, Summer School, 
and Summer Online Programs. 

 Board Goals and Objectives:  Mr. Baruzzi discussed the sample strategies and evidence the Administrators will 
use to follow the 2012-2013 Goals and Objectives. 

 Board Fall Retreat with Administrators:  The Board and Administrators will discuss 2012-2013 Goals and 
Objectives and plan for the school year. 

 Common Core State Standards:  Mr. Baruzzi discussed district steps to implementing the Mansfield Public 
Schools’ Common Core State Standards District Plan for 2012-2013.   

 Teacher/Administration Evaluation:  Mr. Baruzzi discussed the district’s plan to implement the CSDE 
Teacher/Administration Evaluation Plan. 

 Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEA):  Dr. Rachel Leclerc, Director of Special Education 
and Student Support Services, reported that the district met the requirements of IDEA Determination based on the 
2010-2011 school year. 



 School District Profiles:  Mr. Baruzzi reported that the CSDE will assess school performance and progress in the 
2012-2013 school year using different indicators.  The State was awarded a waiver from No Child Left Behind. 

 Climate Survey:  Mr. Baruzzi reported the district will conduct an online survey of all parents/guardians, students, 
and staff during the time period of October 12, 2012 and October 21, 2012 regarding school climate. 

 Enhancing Student Achievement:  Four projects were reviewed and will be implemented at the schools in support 
of this activity. 

 Class Size/Enrollment:  The principals reported no significant change in enrollment. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  None 
 
CONSENT AGENDA:  MOTION by Mrs. Kelly, seconded Mr. Rueckl, that the following items for the Board of Education 
meeting of September 13, 2012 be approved or received for the record:  VOTE: Unanimous in favor. 
 
That the Mansfield Public Schools Board of Education approves the minutes of the June 14, 2012 Board meeting. 
That the Mansfield Public Schools Board of Education approves the employment of Robin Blomstrann, Grade 7 Mansfield 
Middle School; Jennifer ElShakhs, Grade 7, Mansfield Middle School; Jullianne Joyce, Grade 2 Vinton School; Mary 
Mindek, Grade 8, Mansfield Middle School, Carole Norrish, Family & Consumer Science, Mansfield Middle School; 
Melissa Ottman, Special Education, Mansfield Middle School; Annie Perkins, Grade 7, Mansfield Middle School; Laura 
Smith, Grade 3 Vinton School 
 
HEARING FOR VISITORS:  None 
 
SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE AGENDA:  None 
 
MOTION by Mrs. Holinko, seconded by Carrie Silver Bernstein to adjourn at 10:05pm. Vote was unanimous in favor. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Celeste Griffin, Board Clerk 


