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17 Southwood Road
Storrs, CT 06268
QOctober 23, 2013

Mansfield Board of Education
4 South Eagleville Road
Storrs, CT 06268

Dear Members of the Mansficld Board of Education,

School nutrition has long been an area of great concern to me. I have volunteered many
hours in the State of CT advocating for better nutrition in our state’s schools.

It is of significant concern to me therefore that the Co-Director of Food Services for the
Mansfield K — 8 schools is a resident not of Mansficld, but of Venice, Florida and a
professor at Meredith College in North Carolina while still on the payroll in Mansfield.
This shortchanges the school children of Mansfield in terms of their nutritional program,
and has to be a morale destroyer for the Mansfield Food Services employees who, in
contrast, show up to work every day. Moreover, there is no question in my mind that the
Mansfield-residing Co-Director of Food Services is performing more than a half-time
job. This is not fair or right. Responsible food services management for children
requires on-site oversight.

It is my understanding that the Florida based Co-Director also benefited from a one-year
leave of absence to complete her dissertation for what appears to have been an essentially
on-line PhD degree at lowa State in Apparel, Events and Hospitality Management. It
also appears that the bulk of the course work in this mid-western program was completed
while this individual was employed by the Town of Mansfield. I have no idea how her
academic responsibility in lowa affected her on-the-job performance, if it did at all. It
concerns me however that this individual reportedly enjoyed the town’s full coverage of
health care benefits for herself and her family during the one-year leave of absence. Why
was this employee not asked to apply for COBRA status and pay her for her health care
herself? Furthermore, it is noteworthy that after completing her PhD this employee
moved to Florida and assumed a faculty position at Meredith College in North Carolina,
yet returned to, and remains on, the Mansfield payroll.

When I have asked about this arrangement I have been told that this employee is being
kept on the payroll to enable her to receive full retirement benefits in three years and
secondly that the Superintendent and Chairman of the Board of Education condone this
arrangement because this employee gets food service related grant money for the town.
Lastly, and most objectionably, it has been suggested to me that this employee is the only
person on staff who has the required nutritional or dietary professional qualification that
enables the school food services to qualify for state monies. To me, this is gaming the
system and deceiving the state. I understand that the Town of Lebanon, through some
arrangement with the Town of Mansfield, is also participating in this charade.



Concerning outside funded grants, I can only find one recent grant secured by this long-
distance Co-Director of Food Services. This is a NuVal grant in the amount of
approximately $50,000 which was awarded in 2012, It is my undetstanding that shortly
after receipt of this grant that the Florida-based Co-Director of Food Services made her
son a paid employee on this grant at approximately $30 an hour from around January
2013 untit July 2013. I have researched this young man on-line and can find no
indication that he has any background in nutrition or school food services, but rather a
recently completed Meredith College MBA. It is my understanding that he was not
listed as an intended employee on the NuVal grant application which was approved by
the Mansfield BOE. Since he worked right in the BOE office, there can be no question
that the Superintendent and Chairman of the BOE were aware of his employment.
Furthermore I understand that beyond facilitating the kick-off of this grant program, that
much of this grant-funded individual’s time was spent on unrelated matters. 1 consider
this to be an abuse of grant money as well as another hit to the morale of town employees
who were actually on task at the time. Why was this condoned by the Superintendent and
the Chairman of the Board of Education?

If something in the neighborhood of $18,000 of a $50,000 grant in fact went in wages to
an under-qualified employee, it is impossible to defend the long-distance employment of
the Co-Director of Food Services on the basis of her ability to secure grants given that her
salary, along with the town benefits she receives, is in excess of what I calculate as the
likely balance of grant monies -- approximately $32,000.

On top of everything listed above, it is my understanding that this Florida residing Co-
Director of Food Services received a raise in this year’s payrol cycle. When I asked how
that could be, I was told that she is bundled with other employees who were due a raise.
Why was the long-distance employee simply not removed from this bundle?

Any one of the above irregularities could perhaps be overlooked, but the compounded
nature of this sorry arrangement is impossible to ignore.

Lastly, it is my understanding that this arrangement of a Food Service Co-Director
residing in Florida bas been questioned by Mansfield Board of Education members,
however, citing policy, neither the BOE Chairman, the Superintendent nor the Board will
discuss this matter outside of Executive Session. It appears that the Superintendent and
the BOE Chairman have taken no lead in addressing or changing this questionable
employment arrangement and in fact use the barrier of Executive Session to protect it.

I acknowledge for the record that I am a commissioner for the Connecticut Commission
on Children. I note, however, that I am writing this letter as a private citizen and
represent myself alone.

Sincerely, )
A sn— &’/7
Alison Hilding |

Atachmnts 2 )
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Faculty - Nutrition, Dietetic Internship - Meredith College Graduate Programs Page 1 of 1

S E—

PRE-HEALTH HOME § CURRENT STUDENTS | ALUMNI | CONTACT US | APPLY ONLINE

NUTRITION

BUSINESS  EDUCATION  NUTRITION PARALEGAL

M.S. in Nutrition Faculty
Dietetic Intemship Susan Fisher, Ph.D., R.D%,, LO.N,
Didactic Program in Distetics 138 Martin Hall

(919) 760-8079

= Program Overview

fishers@meredith.edu
» Program of Study :
» Mission, Goals and Objectives Susan Fisher, an assistant professor, teaches in both the food and nutrition undergraduate and M.S. in nutrition

o Facuty programs, She attended Tulane University and Florida State University and received her doctorate from the
» Greduate Catalogue University of Tennessee at Knoxville. In addition to nutrition, she is interested In health, weliness and palicy issues
» Admissions for older adults,
» FAUS William Landls, Ph.D., R.D., LD.N.
= Want to Learn More?’ 132 Martin Hall
o (919) 760-2355
landisb@meredith.edy
Campus Links ) ) ) I . "
) Bill Landis graduated with a B.S, from Guilford College, and received his M.8. and Ph.D. in foods and nutrition from
» Meredith Home i " the University of North Caroling at Greensboro. He was a faculty member at Ball State University in Indiana before
= Directions to Carmpus coming to Meredith Collega In 1996. Landis is the program coordinator for the food and nutrition program, and is the
= Regfstrar " director of the M.S. program In nutrition, His interests and research background includes local and organic foods,
» Campus Map sustainable diets and methods of food production, vegetarianism and sports nutrition. He afso ccordinates the
= About Raleigh campus orgaric garden. ’
Cathie Ostrowski, MS, R.D., L.D.N.
128 Martin Hall
(919) 760-8419
ostrowsk@meredith.edu - )
Cathle Ostrowski is the director of the dietetio Intemship program. She holds B.S. and M.S. degrees in dietetics from
DrYouwville College in New York In addition to teaching at Meredith, she ewns a nutrition counseling and corporate
consuiting firm.
Beth Gankofskie, Ph.D., R.D., L.D.N.,
134 Martin Hall
{919) 760-8765
gankofsk@meredith.edu
SITE LINKS PROGRAMS . Search i ] ﬁ
Meredith Coflege Home Bushess ’
" (raduate School Home : Education |
John £. Weems Graduate School Nutrition ’ ' © Meredith College | 3800 Hillsborough Street, Raleigh, NC 27607-5298
Site Map Pre-Health FPhone: 918-760-8423 | Fax: 919-760-2898
Directory Paralegal
Calendar
Graduate Catalogue
Questions

http://www.‘meredith‘edu/graduate/nutrition/didactic program/faculty.php ‘ @ ‘
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About Us :
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Qur Facebook Pagés

The Mansfleld Minute .
Hours of Operation Department Phone Fax Email Department Head
Driving Directions Animal Controf B60,487,0137 B60.429.3857 ACO@mansfieldctorg Noranne Nielsen
Maps of Mansfleid Assessor B60.429.3311 860.420.7785 Assessor@mansfieldct,org Irene Luclano
New to Town? (New Boards of Education;
Resident / New Child i d of 2d. Fred Baruzzi,
Guldes) Mansfield Board of £4. B60.429.3350 860.428.3379 MBOESupi@mansfieidct.org |
{K-B) Superintendent
How Do |/ FAQs .
) Bruce Silva,
T Elected Gffclals & 860.4587.0877 B60.429.7892 supt@eostith.org merintendent
State Government . TH
. Beth Gankofskie, = .
‘-u.\‘\ )

Downtown Partnership

Local First Mansfletd -
WansHieid Tomarrow Building Department B60.429.3324 860.429,3388 Bidgpept@mansﬂeidct.org Michael Ninfeau “1
Agriculture _—z:::z:s: of Revenue /T2t B60.428.3307 nfa Taxes@mansfieldct.org Christine Gamache |
ek, Pt e P Communiy Center B60.420.3015 B60.429.9773 Parks&Rec@mansfieldctorg  CurtVincente
Sustainablilty Conservation Commission 560.42_9.3330 nfa KaufmantS@mansfieldct.org Jennifer Kaufman
Storrs Center Discovery Depot 860.487.0062 860.429.06468 MDD@mansfieldetorg Mary Jane Newmnan
$torrs Center Construction Downtown Partnership 860.429.2740 860.420.2718 MDP@mansfieldct.org Cynthia Van Zelm :
tpdates Emerency Management 860.426.3328 B60.429.3388 OEM@mansfieldot.org Fran Raiola :
Annual Town Events Emargency Servives 911 ‘ na nfa ’ nfa }f
FTownHistory . Fagjlies Mananement BG0.429.3326 860,487.4443 Facilities@mansfisidct.org William Hammen i
Mansfield Facts Finance B60.429.3345 nfa ~ FinanceDept@mansheldet.org Cherie Trahan i )
Annual Repart Fire Marshal BG0,429.3328 B60.429.3388 FireMarshal@mansfieldct.org Fran Raiola i‘
Channet 13 TV H_eamgﬂrﬁ 860.429.3325 860.428.3321 EHHD@ebhd.org Raobert Mifler ;'
Employment Housing Authority 860,487,0693 B60.429.6127 mhal974@sbeglobal.net Rebecca Fields 3
Webslte Gulde Housing Inspeotion 860,487.4440 860.429.3388 BldgDepi@mansfieldct.org Michael Ninteau f
Human Resources 860.429.3339 B860.429,6863 HR@mansfieldciorg Matthew Hart ,ei
Human Services 860.429.3315 n/a " HumanServ@mansfieldct.om Matthew Hart i
Information Technoiogy B850.429.3355 n/a ITdept@mansfieldct.org Jaime Russajl ;’
Inland Wetland Agency B850.420.3334 nfa MeitzlerG@ mansfieldst org Grant Maikzler i
Library 860.423.2501 8604239856 Mansfield@Biblio.org Leslie McDonough i
Parks & Recreation 860.429.30‘i 5 BSD.4§9.9773 Parks&Rec@mansfieldctorg Curt Vincente 1i
Planning & Zoning 860.429.3330 n/a PIanZoneDept@mansﬁeldctprg Linda Painter ;
Palice Services | 860.429.3357 B60.428.4080 n/a :::'ard Coumoyer, 3
Public Works 860.428.3331 n/a PublicWorks@mansfieldot.arg Lon Huitgren f
Registrar of Voters B60.429.3368 npfa VoterRegistrars@mansfieldct.org  nfa
Senlor Services B60.429.0262 860.429.3208 Senlchenter@mansﬂeldct.org Cynthia Dainton
Town Clerik B60.429.3302 nfa TownClerk@mansfieldct.org Mary Stanton
Town Council B60.429,3336 B60,420.6863 TownCouncili@mansfieldet.org ;’:ﬁem Paterson,
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Sohool Food Services

860.429.7824 860,420,3379

FoodServ@mansfieldct.org
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Town of Mansfield, Connecticut - Search Results

About 33 results (0.12 seconds) Sortby: Relevance

powered by @ag?e“‘ Custom Search -

Food Services - Mansfield Public Schools, Mansfield, CT

www.mansfieldot. govicontent/1 1150/13915/11152/.. . /default.aspx

Beth Gankofskie, M.5., R.D., Co-Director Janice Mills, Co-Director Julia Jenkins,
< ... Secretary. CLICK HERE TO VIEW THE CURRENT SCHOOL LUNCH MENUS ...

Town of Mansfield, Connecticut - Town Directory

www. mansfieldet gov/content/427 3/4316,aspx

School Faod Services, 860.429.7824, 860.429,3379, FoodServ@mansfieldct.org, Beth
Gankofskig, Janice Mills, Buitding Department, 860.428.3324, 860.425.

e T

www. mansfieldet govicontent/3807/51 92/defauit.aspx

Beth Gankofskie, Co-Directar Janice Mills, Co-Directer Julia Jenkins, Secretary.
Telephone: 860).429.7824; Fax: 860,429.3379. Email: foodserv@mansfieldet.org

Mansfield Public Schoots District Central Office Staff Directory
www.mansfiekict gov/.../Mansfield-Schoals-District-Central-Office-Staff- Directory.pdf
_.~ File Format; PDF/Adobe Acrobat  * .
L~  Beth Gankofskie Co-Director. 860-429-7624. 860-429.3379, Janice Mills. Co- Director.
. B60-429-7824, B60-429-3379. Julia Jenkins. Secretary. B60-429-7824,

December 13, 2012 Minutes Draft - Town of Mansfield

www.mansfieldet. govfilesiorage/1 904/5335/.. /20421213 _minutes_draft pdf

Flle Format: PDF/Adobe Actobat

Dec 13, 2042 ... Food Service Grant: Beth Gankofskie and Janice Mills, Co-Directors of
Mansfield Food Services, discussed the. $50,000 grant the district ...

Mansfield Board of Educafion Meeting June 11 ... - Town of Mansfield

www. mansfieldet goviilestorage/ 904/5335/2170/20090611 _minutes. pdf

File Format. PDF/Adobe Acrobat
Jun 14, 2009 ... Healthy Food Certification; Beth Gankofskie, Food Service Director, asked

x}y the Board fo renew their support of the Healthy Food Certification.

4

f“ ; Town Council Meeting Minutes - Town of Mansfleld

('JM www.mansfieldet. goviflestorage/1 804/5335/1912/20020624_minutes. pdf
V- File Format PDF/Adobe Acrobat

Jun 24, 2002 ... Beth Gankofskie, Hillyndale Road, spoke in support 'of the proposed

application for grant junds fo erkance the playing flelds at the Southeast ...

inutes - Town of Mansfield
¢Hiestorage/1904/5335/2170/20410310_minutes. pdf
Al PDF/Adobe Acrobal ="+
Mar 10, 2011 ... Distriot Weliness Policy Advisory Council's Recommendation; Beth
Gankofskie, Director of Food. Services, reported on the District Wellness ...

March 10, 201

May 12, 2011 Minutes - Town of Mansfield

www.mansfieidct. goviflestorage/1 904/5335/2170/20110542_minutes. pdf

File Format. PDF/Adobe Acrobat

May 12, 2011 ... Health Food Certification: Beth Gankefskie, FFood Service Director, asked
the Board to renew their suppeort of the Healthy Food Certification,

Mansfield Bo'az"d of Education Meeting October 21, 2010 Minutes ...
www.mansfieldef. govifilestorage/1904/53358/2170/20101 021_minutes. pdf

File Fomat. PDF/Adobe Acrobat
Qct 21, 2018 ... School Foog Services Update: Beth Gankofskie, RD, Director of Food
Services, reporied on the sucoess of the schaol food semvice programs, ...

1234

http://www'.mansﬁeldct.gov/ content/1868/22299. aspx?cx=001234510806241046232:-s bc...
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Attendees: ~ Mark LaPlaca, Char, Shamim Patwa, Vice Chair (via phone), Martha Kelly, Aprl Holinko,
. . Katherlne Paulhus, Jay Rueckl, Randy Walikonis, Superintendent Fred Baruzzi, Board Clerk,

Celeste Griffin
Absent: Hotly Matthews, Cartie Silver-Bernstein

The meeting was called to order at 7:30pm by Mr. LaPlaca.

SPECIAL PRESENTATION: Goodwm Physn:al Educatlon Teacher, Steve Dean, and some of his students discussed the
Trestle Tree.

Ms. Silver-Bernstein artived &t 7:45pm.

" HEARING FOR VISITORS: None.
COMMUNICATIONS: Letter from Julie Brennan, Mansfield’s 2013 Teacher of the Year, regarding Southeast School.

ADDITIONS TO THE PRESENT AGENDA: None

COMMITTEE REPCRTS: Ms. Patwa reported that the Policy Committee would hold a special meeting on Monday,
December 17, 2012 to receive input on 2013-2014 school calendar. '

REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT:
e Voting at Vinton School: Registrars of Voters, Andrea Epling and Beverly Mieta, Joanne Nelson, Poll Moderator,
Bill Hammon, Director of Facilities Maintenance, and Jim Paimer, Principal Vinton School, discussed the voting at
Vinton and answered questions from Board Members.
» CT Partnership Plan: Mr. Baruzzi reported the Town had requested a quote for the Town of Mansfield-Mansfield

won-Reglonal School District 19,

Food Service Grant. Beth Gankofskie and Janice Mills, Co- Directors of Mansfield Food Services, discussed the .

$50,000 grant the district received. -
ists: Mr. Baruzzi discussed the State Department of Edtication’s approved waiver and

new accountability system to replace No Child Left Behind's Adequate Yearty Progress.

s Common Core State Standards: Mr. Baruzzl shared presentations of the November Professional Development
Day.

¢  Windham Reglonal STEM Academy Mr. Baruzzi shared initial information on the new magnet school in
Windham. The Board asked Mr. Baruzzi to invite Windham Public Schools staff to the January 24, 2013 Board

Meeting to provide more information on the academy.

» Legislative Breakfasts: Mr. Baruzzi shared the agendas from the two legislative breakfasts held at Rockville High |

School and EASTCONN.
» Class Size Enroliment: Mr. Baruzzi reported no significant change m enroliment in the district,

NEW BUSINESS: MOTION by Mrs Kelly, seconded by Mr. Rueckl, to remove the minutes of the November 8, 2012
meeting. VOTE: Unanimous in favor.

MOTION by Ms. Patwa, seconded by Mrs. Paulhys, to approve the mintites of the November 8, 2012 meeting. VOTE:
Unanimous in favor with Mrs. Kelly and Mrs. Holinko abstaining.

CONSENT AGENDA. MOTION by Mrs. Paulhus, seconded Mr. Walikonis, that the following item for the Board of
Education meeting of December 13, 2012 be approved or received for the record: VOTE: Unanimous in favor.
That the Mansfield Public Schools Board of Education approves the request for leave of absence for the 2013-2014
school year from Barbara Hunter, Mansfield Middle School Teacher.

HEARING FOR VISITORS: None
SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE AGENDA: None.

MOTION by Mr. Walikonis, seconded by Mrs. Holinko, to adjourn at 8:50pm. Vote was unanimous in favor.

Respectfully submitted,
Celeste Griffin, Board Clerk
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Abstract
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environment whether in the school food service practicum or in broader food service management.
Results indicate students and program directors perceive their own management competencies to be
developed in the same managerial roles for two areas, Control and Compete, with one exception on a
subscale; Emphasizing, while there was a significant difference in the scales and subscale
managerial roles for student and directors as reported in the roles of Collaborate and Create. Except
on subscale Acknowledging and Anticipating, directors had perceived strengths in managerial
competencies in-the roles of Collaborate and Create that were significantly higher compared to the

- students. Students perceived they gain management skills from direct contact with managers and in
work experience environments. Students perceived a need for actually performing management roles
or observing them during a practicum experience. The outcome of this research should be used to
review how dietetic students are gaining management competencies in a food service practicum and
how this management framework can contribute to a dietetics education.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL EDUCATION WEEK
October 21, 2013-October 24, 2013

Day of the Week Grades # of Visitors

Monday - 10/21/13 5™ (28) 7™ (14) 42

Tuesday - 10/22/13 5" (48) 7' (36) 8™ (27) 111

Wednesday - 10/23/13 | 6™ (28) 8™ (28) 56

Thursday - 10/24/13 | 6™ (39) 39

Friday - 10/25/13 : None Scheduled

Total 248 -
31:More Than Last Year

MIDDLE SCHOOL EDUCATION WEEK
October 15, 2012-October 19, 2012

Day of the Week Grades # of Visitors
| Monday - 10/15/12 51 (16) 7™ (26) | 42
Tuesday - 10/16/12 7t (40) 8™ (13) 53
Wednesday - 10/17/12 | 6™ (20) 8™ (21) 41
Thursday - 10/18/12 5™ (46) 6™ (35) 81
Friday - 10/19/12 None Scheduled '
Total 217




Mansfield Public Schools

Memo

To: Certified Staff

From: Fred Baruzzi

CcC: Administrators

Date: Qctober 18, 2013

Re: ' 2013-2014 Smarter Balanced Pilot Assessments

| write to inform you that the Mansfield Public Schools has submitted to the Connecticut State
Department of Education our request to participate in the 2013-2014 Smarter Balanced Pilot
Assessments. This choice will still require the district to administer the grades five and eight CMT
Science tests during the month of March, 2014.

f want to thank all certified staff who took the time to attend a meeting at MMS on Wednesday
regarding this decision. Your questions, concerns, and thoughtful feedback regarding what is in the
best interest of both students and staff was enlightening and reassuring given the number of state
initiatives we find ourselves addressing this school year. [n addition, | would like to thank all cerfified
staff who spent the first two months of this school year reviewing student data in a variety of forms in
hopes of meeting the State’s expectation regarding professional leamning and evaluation. Your efforts
are greatly appreciated.

The Mansfield Public Schools Professional Learning & Evaluation Committee will next meet on
Monday, October 28, 2013 to address any/all required language changes to our district plan.

The district will submit the changes to the CSDE on Friday, November 1%, present changes to the plan
to the Mansfield Board of Education for adoption on Thursday, November 14", and a final plan to the
- CSDE by Friday, November 15",

Based on the district’s choice to participate in the Smarter Balanced pilot, some teachers will need to
select an alternative assessment for this SMART goal (22.5%). This assessment may be locally
developed and/or other standardized assessment. This decision should be made in collaboration with
your evaluator. Please try to have this change agreed to and documented on or about Friday,
November 22™. Tenured staff who have volunteered to participate in the Professional Learning and
Evaluation Plan Pilot may reconsider their participation in the pilot in the event they find this change
too difficult to accomplish during the 2013-2014 schooi year. In the event you wish to be removed from
this portion of the pilot, please notify your administrator not later than noon on October 28

Plea‘s.e feel free to contact me if you have questions and/or concerns as we continue to work through
this pilot year.

Thank you for your time and continuing efforts on behalf of our students.



