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Town of Mansfield Parking Steering Committee for Storrs Center and Meeting of 
the signatories of the COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT for Parking Enforcement  in 
and adjacent to the Storrs Center Development, Mansfield, CT  

 
Special Meeting 

Thursday, March 6, 2014 

Mansfield Town Hall 

Council Chambers 

 

6:00 PM  

 

Minutes 
 

Members Present:  Karla Fox (Chair), Paul Aho, Dwight Atherton, Manny Haidous, Ralph 
Pemberton 
 
Ex-Officio Members Present: Howard Kaufman and Debbie Lastro with Storrs Center Alliance, 
John Carrington, and Cynthia van Zelm 
 
Guest: Rick Robarge 
 
 
1. Call to Order 

 
Chair Karla Fox called the meeting to order at 6:03 pm. 
 

2. Approval of Minutes from November 21, 2013 
 
Paul Aho made a motion to approve the minutes from November 21, 2013.  Ralph 
Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion was approved. 
 

3.  Remarks from the Chair 
 
Ms. Fox deferred her remarks to later in the meeting. 

 
4. Review of Revised Cooperative Agreement 

 
Cynthia van Zelm referred to proposed revisions to the current Cooperative Agreement 
that expires on July 30, 2014.   
 
The Committee agreed to the following revisions (see attached):  
 
On Page 1, Under the first “Whereas,” add “(or their affiliated entities)” after “properties 
of the above parties.” 
 
On Page 1, delete “for an initial period, during which time valuable knowledge and 
experience will be gained in determining how best to manage parking and its 
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enforcement for this area in the future in the interests of public safety,” as this is not the 
initial agreement. 
 
On Page 4, change names from Post Office Road to Charles Smith Way and change 
Village Street to Wilbur Cross Way. 
 
On Page 4, add the timing of quarterly meetings of the signatories to the Cooperative 
Agreement to “as needed.”  
 
On Page 7, with two year Agreement about to expire, revise the Agreement to be in 
effect from August 1, 2014 to July 31, 2017 
 
On Page 8, Revise paragraph on termination to say: “Any party may terminate their 
participation in this parking cooperative agreement upon giving notice of sale of its 
property, or by giving 90 days written notice that it wishes to terminate its participation, 
to the Executive Director of the Mansfield Downtown Partnership, who shall distribute 
forthwith said termination to the other parties to this agreement.”  New section is 
underlined. 
 
Ms. van Zelm said that Mike Taylor, owner of the commercial property at 1244 Storrs 
Road, had reviewed and agreed to all the changes with the exception of the termination 
paragraph change as it was only presented at the meeting. 
 
Ms. Fox made a motion to approve by unanimous consensus of all parties present the 
amended COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT for Parking Enforcement in and adjacent to 
the Storrs Center Development, Mansfield, CT.  Rick Robarge seconded the motion.  
The motion was approved. 
 

5. One Year Review of Parking Management Plan 
 
Ms. van Zelm reviewed the draft Annual Report on the Storrs Center Parking 
Management Plan that she had prepared. 
 
She indicated that Central Parking is doing well in its management role, under the 
direction of Storrs Center Alliance.  Debbie Lastro said Central is working with the Town 
of Mansfield on the ticketing process through the iParq system. 
 
Ms. van Zelm and Ms. Lastro said a staff parking team is meeting quarterly to review 
parking issues.   
 
Manny Haidous asked if the parking garage is profitable and Ms. Lastro replied in the 
affirmative.  She said it fills up the most during the lunch hour during the week.  It has 
never been filled to capacity. 
 
Mr. Haidous asked if there were any issues with the disposal of the snow on the roof.  
Paul Aho noted that it has been pushed to the side on the top of the roof. 
 
Ms. Fox asked if people were generally complying with time limits on Dog Lane.  Ms. 
Lastro thought, in general, people were complying. 
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There was some discussion about whether iParq is available to the owners of the 
private lots.  Ms. van Zelm will check on this at the next quarterly staff parking meeting. 
 
Ms. van Zelm said she has heard from some Storrs Center visitors that they would like 2 
hour parking on Dog Lane.  The group agreed that 2 hour parking is not a good idea on 
Dog Lane because you want visitors on that street to be able to get in and out easily. 
 
Ms. van Zelm said that more handicapped spaces were added in front of Dog Lane 
Café, the High School, the UConn Co-op and behind 9 Dog Lane to help provide closer 
access to the businesses. 
 
Howard Kaufman noted that most of Wilbur Cross Way will remain as construction 
vehicle parking over the next year. 
 
Ms. Fox said it is important to note that there is an adequate amount of parking for the 
current build-out, and that a small profit had been made in parking this year when it was 
not expected. 
 
Ms. Fox asked about an update on future parking.  Mr. Kaufman said the plans for 
Wilbur Cross Way include 4 to 5 buildings with approximately 200 apartments, and 
34,000 square feet of commercial space. 
 
The proposed for-sale residential area will include a mix of 40 condos and townhomes.  
They will all have their own parking. 
 
More parking will be needed for the development on Wilbur Cross Way.  Mr. Kaufman 
explained that they are looking at a parking lot or 2 story deck depending on whether 
the current parking factor per residential space could be changed.  The team is currently 
evaluating this option. 
 

6. Committee Activities and Meeting Dates 
 
The Committee asked Ms. van Zelm to poll Committee members and Cooperative 
Agreement signatories on whether they can meet on June 5, September 4, and 
December 4 at 6 pm. 
 

7. Public Comment  
 
 There was no public comment. 
 
8. Adjourn 
 

Mr. Aho made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Haidous seconded the motion.  The motion was 
approved. 

 
 
Minutes taken by Cynthia van Zelm. 
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