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MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA

MANSFIELD OPEN SPACE PRESERVATION COMMITTEE
PARKS ADVISORY COMMITTFF

TUESDAY, AUGUST 21, 2018 = 7:00 PM
MANSFIELD TOWN HALL = CONFERENCE ROOM B

REGULAR MEETING

CALL TO ORDER

ROLL CALL

MINUTES
e 6/19/18 MEETING (JULY MEETING CANCELLED)

OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT

NEW BUSINESS

e CT DEEP RECREATIONAL TRAILS PROGRAM GRANT-DUE 10/31

e SIMPSON FAMILY PROPERTY NEXT STEPS
O TRAIL LAYOUT/MARKING
O SIGNAGE
0 DEDICATION
0 MANAGEMENT PLAN

e SAVE THE DATE: JOINT COMMITTEE MEETING REGARDING SUSTAINABLE CT (Tentative date: 10/30)

CONTINUING BUSINESS
e  HANKS HILL ROAD OPEN SPACE
e  OPEN SPACE PRESERVATION COMMITTEE/PARKS ADVISORY COMMITTEE CHARGE UPDATE-
Attached Minutes from the Committee on Committees

e CT BIRD ATLAS

EXECUTIVE SESSION IN ACCORDANCE WITH CGS SECTION 1-200(6)(D)

COMMUNICATIONS
e  WILDLIFE, MAY/JUNE 2018
e MANSFIELD DRAFT ZONING REGULATIONS WWW.MANSFIELDCT.GOV/DRAFTZONINGREGULATIONS
e MINUTES
O PZC - approved Minutes from 6/18/2018, 7/2/2018 (Special Meeting), 7/16/2018
O CONSERVATION COMMISSION — approved 6/20/2018, draft 7/18/2018 (with requested
amendments in email dated 8/2/2018 from Meg Harper

OTHER

10. FUTURE AGENDAS

11. ADJOURNMENT


https://sustainablect.org/
http://www.mansfieldct.gov/DRAFTZONINGREGULATIONS

MINUTES



Open Space Preservation Committee
Parks Advisory Committee
Tuesday June 19, 2018 7:00 PM
Mansfield Town Hall Conference Room B
Minutes - DRAFT

Call to order
The meeting was called to order at 7:05
Roll Call
Attending: Jim Morrow (Chair), Vicky Wetherell, Ken Feathers (secretary), Quentin Kessel, Tom

Harrington, Sue Harrington
Town Staff Present: Jennifer Kaufman
Review of Minutes
The Minutes of May 15, 2018 regular meeting were approved with correction of a duplication in the

attendance list (moved Kessel, second, T.Harrington)
The minutes of the May 11, 2018 special meeting were approved (moved Soares, second, Morrow)
Opportunity for Public comment
Sonya Conrad, Mansfield resident, was present and made a presentation (listed under new business)
pertaining to the potential to develop a dog park in town.
New Business
e Dog Park
Sonya Conrad made a presentation about an initiative, by an informal group in town, to establish a
dog park. The group is seeking the Committees’ endorsement as a support for enabling fundraising.
The proposed dog park would be a half acre fenced area divided into space for large and small dogs
and is intended to provide a place for dog owners to meet, gather, and socialize while dogs can be
allowed to run off-leash, as opposed to the on-leash policy for other recreational areas in town.
Individual owners would be responsible for their pet’s behavior. The group would be self-funding
and is seeking only minimal town support; the location is yet to be determined.
MOTION: (Moved by S. Harrington, second by Harrington, unanimous adoption)

“The Committees support the ad-hoc dog owners group’s desire to develop a dog park in

Mansfield.”
e September Road Conservation Easement
The group discussed proposed voluntary conservation easements, associated with development of a
house. Because the house is on a lot of record the easements did not previously go through the
normal review process in the way a subdivision proposal would. The easements include wetlands
protection and part of the Nipmuck Trail. It was the group’s opinion that the wetlands preservation
was appropriate. The group considered a conservation easement for the trail to be not the best
alternative and thought that instead the landowner should consider granting a trail license. There is
potential future rerouting of the trail segment involved, when the larger trail network is considered,
and a trail license would avoid the possibility of an orphaned, no longer needed easement remaining
on the town records.
e fall Park Programs
Upcoming Fall programs in the parks, associate with Walktober and otherwise, were discussed. The
Harringtons are leading three walks, at Moss Sanctuary, Merrow Meadows, and Schoolhouse Brook
Park. There will be a Bat walk. There will be a taste of Mansfield event.



6. Continuing business
e Hanks Hill Road Open Space Dedication
The group received a report on the recent Town Council hearing. It was felt that the discussion
became focused on the funding of ongoing care rather then the value of the property donation as
adding to the preservation of land resources in Town. Town staff indicated they would be meeting
with the donor to draft an agreement that addressed concerns raised in the hearing, potentially by
refocusing the provision of ongoing care to be covered by a donation to the Town’s Open Space
Fund.
e Open space preservation committee/parks advisory committee charge update
The group received a verbal report of a Committee on Committees meeting at which all natural
resource related committee chairs described their committee’s unique roles. The group discussed
the relationship of the various committees and their overlapping but different roles. The draft
proposed combined committee charge was reviewed and minor wording changes were made.
MOTION: (Moved by Wetherell, second by Kessel, unanimous adoption)

“The Open Space Preservation Committee and the Parks Advisory Committee recommend the

Mansfield Committee on Committees consider merging these two committees into a single

committee to be named the Parks and Natural Resources Committee, and recommend that the

full council adopt as this merged committee’s charge the June 19 draft charge.”
e Connecticut Bird Atlas
Sue Harrington reported that observations were continuing and being posted on a data platform. It
appears that the data will be very accessible for analysis. Many, but not all, observers are honoring
the earlier request for data to be coded by specific parcel, to allow later identification of bird
resources specifically on Town or Joshua’s Trust lands.
7. Executive session in accordance with CGS section 1200(6)(D)
e Sale or purchase of Real Property
e Discussion of possible site selection
Entered executive session 8:17 PM (moved Morrow; seconded Wetherell)
Exited executive session at 8:22
8. Communications
Communications were noted as listed on the agenda.
9. Other

» Town staff recommended that the group consider establishing regular joint meetings of the
Town’s natural resource focused committees, using Sustainable CT as an umbrella
framework. This was well received by the group.

» The draft zoning regulations include a concept for a riparian overlay zone and this section
was recommended for review; further information may be found in Conservation
Commission minutes.

> S. Harrington reported that 6 people participated in the trail day hike to 50 foot.

10. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 8:36 (move Kessel, second T. Harrington)

Respectively Submitted
Ken Feathers, Secretary
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Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection
2018 Press Release

August 1, 2018

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection
Requests Proposals for Recreational Trails Grants

CT Recreational Trails Grants Program Requesting Proposals
Applications due by October 31, 2018

The Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP) is nhow accepting
proposals for Connecticut’s Recreational Trails Program Grants. Applications will be accepted
through October 31, 2018. Pending availability of funds during 2018-2019, grants may be made to
any private nonprofit organizations, municipalities, state departments and tribal governments. Grant
amounts vary.

Connecticut Recreational Trails Program funds may be requested for uses including:

Planning and design of trails.

Construction of new trails (motorized and non-motorized).

Maintenance and restoration of existing recreational trails (motorized and non-motorized).
Access to trails by persons with disabilities.

Purchase and lease of trail construction and maintenance equipment.

Acquisition of land or easements for a trail, or for trail corridors.

Operation of educational programs to promote safety and environmental protection as related
to recreational trails.

Highlights of previous grant recipients include:

Thompson’s Trails Committee, received $9,704.00 for trail maintenance throughout the town and
on the Air Line State Park Trail.

The Borough of Naugatuck, received $80,000.00 for development of a trail system on 130 acres of
their new Andrew Mountain Property open space.

The Town of Watertown, received $252,962.40 for a pedestrian bridge on the Steele Brook
Greenway.

Visit www.ct.gov/deep/ctrectrails for details and applications. For further information contact: Laurie
Giannotti, DEEP Recreational Trails & Greenways Program at (860) 424-3578.



http://www.ct.gov/deep/ctrectrails
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COMMITTEE ON COMMITTEES
Special Meeting
July 24, 2018

DRAFT

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by Ben Shaiken at 6:02 p.m.
Present: Ben Shaiken, Terry Berthelot, David Freudmann

OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT
No comments offered.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Mr. Freudmann moved and Ms. Berthelot seconded to approve the minutes of the
June 19, 2018 regular meeting as presented. Motion passed unanimously.

CANDIDATE INTERVIEWS
e Recreation Advisory Committee — Ed Baxter interviewed for a regular
position.
e Agriculture Committee — Jude Lovdal interviewed for an alternate position.

OLD BUSINESS

. Potential Opportunities for Committee Consolidation

Jennifer Kaufman, staff to the Parks Advisory Committee (PAC) and Open Space
Preservation Committee (OSPC) and James Morrow, Chair of the OSPC, presented
a proposal to merge PAC and OSPC and discussed their draft charge.

Committee on Committees members asked Town Clerk Sara-Ann Chaine to draft a
Council agenda item summary regarding the merger to include staggered terms for
Committee review. In addition, the Committee will consider the legal validity of the
portion of the draft charge which states “The committee may form permanent or
temporary sub-committees, working groups or task forces as it deems appropriate to
accomplish its mission.”

. Personnel Appeals Board
Mr. Shaiken will reach out to the Chair of the Ethics Board to discuss the potential
merging of the Personnel Appeals Board with the Ethics Board.



NEW BUSINESS
3. Appointments/Reaapointments

Recreation Advisory Committee

Ms. Berthelot moved and Mr. Freudmann seconded to recommend the
appointment of Edward Baxter to the Recreation Advisory Committee
effective 8/13/2018 for a term ending 8/1/2021. Motion passed unanimously.
Agriculture Committee

Mr. Freudmann moved and Ms. Berthelot seconded to recommend the
appointment of Jude Lovdal as an alternate to the Agriculture Committee
effective 8/13/2018 for a term ending 10/13/2020. Motion passed
unanimously.

Cemetery Committee

Appointments to be considered at the August meeting.

Commission on Aging

Mr. Freudmann moved and Ms. Berthelot seconded to recommend the
reappointment of Wilfred T. Bigl to the Commission on Aging effective
10/1/2018 for a term ending 9/30/2021. Motion passed unanimously.

Ms. Berthelot moved and Mr. Freudmann seconded to recommend the
reappointment of Beverly Korba retroactive from 9/2/2017 to a term ending
9/30/2020. Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Freudmann moved and Ms. Berthelot seconded to recommend the
reappointment of John Riesen to the Commission on Aging effective 9/2/2018
for a term ending 9/30/2021. Motion passed unanimously.

Ms. Berthelot moved and Mr. Freudmann seconded to recommend the
reappointment of Bettejane Karnes effective 10/1/2018 for a term ending
9/30/2021. Motion passed unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT
Mr. Freudmann moved and Ms. Berthelot seconded to adjourn the meeting at
6:53p.m. Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Sara-Ann Chaine
Town Clerk






From the
Director’s
Desk

It is often hard to see the role we
play in a larger context. We toil
over the pile of work in front of us,
and rarely step back and consider
what we have accomplished. I was
recently asked fo do just that and
the results were awe-inspiring.

Thanks to the work of staff throughout the agency, our small state
has emerged as a leader in the conservation of rare and imperiled
species. That leadership is expressed at local, regional, national, and
international scales.

The notable achievements range from the small to large, with each
putting the talents and commitment of our exceptional staff on display.
And, each is richly rewarding in its own right. For example, working
with collaborators has led to the successful development of new colonies
of endangered Puritan tiger beetles along the shores of the Connecticut
River. Yes, who would have thought that playing in the sand (excavating
beetle larvae for translocation) would be so fulfilling. Another example
is the 2015 announcement by U.S. Secretary of Interior Sally Jewell
highlighting Connecticut’s leadership among a collection of states in
restoring New England cotfontails fo their native range so that listing
as an endangered species was not warranted. Perhaps the biggest
conservation opportunity to rise on the national scene is the Recovering
America’s Wildlife Act, introduced in the U.S. Congress this session.
Connecticut played a formative role in the development of the concepts
within the Bill and continues to play a leadership role in supporting its
eventual adoption (keep your fingers crossed). We haven't stopped there.
Connecticut has enjoyed a long history of conservation leadership within
the international community through representing the United States and
the States themselves in two notable international treaties — the North
Atlantic Salmon Conservation Organization and the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna.
But, the work is far from finished. In the former, Connecticut is a central
player in defining management actions and regulatory structures intent
on conserving stocks of Atlantic salmon throughout the North Atlantic.
In the latter; staff are working to shape the Strategic Vision of the 180
country treaty erganization to ensure world-wide trade does not threaten
rare species with extinction, while ensuring the interests of Connecticut
and the other states are being me.

“Little” Connecficut remains committed to achieving great things.
Through hard work, commitment, and perseverance, our talented team
will continue to make great strides for all wildlife, both here at home and
in faraway places. That's what makes it so easy fo come fo work each
day; knowing that today you can make a difference, locally and globally.

Rick Jacobson, Wildlife Division Director
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Burning for Wildlife

Prescribed burn at Tunxis State Forest

Article and photos by Paul Benjunas, DEEP Wildlife Division

istorically, fire has had a profound impact on Con-
necticut’s landscape. Periodic wildfires were once
essential to sustaining eastern grasslands, oak savan-
nas, much of the oak forest, and pitch pine/scrub oak forests.
The elimination of fire in recent times has led to instability in
these ecosystems. Without fire or mowing, woody vegetation
quickly reclaims grasslands. As aresultof this natural succes-
sion and the general decline in farming practices, grassland
habitat has diminished so much in New England that some
butterflies (i.e. fritillaries) and grassland birds (i.c. eastern
meadowlark) have experienced steep population declines.
Naturally occurring fire was not the only cause for the
creation of grassland habitats. Native Americans purposely
created extensive grasslands in southern Ne ' England by
 setting frequent fires. They = - ; '
also used fire in abandoned |
agricultural fields to en-
~ hance habitat for game ani-
~ mals. Additionally, numer-
~ ous smaller inland mead-
~ ows were created naturally
 throughthe work of beavers.

LT

~ These “beaver meadows”

Estri_étion'pf be?éﬁrer ‘ac::tlv— '_
: ity has ultimately led to a
_decline in available “beaver

| - meadow” habitat. S
| iy Using Fire to Create
T -
1 In late April 2018, the
DEEP Forestry Division -

'
: e 2T S

; , F .00y T 4 : : 3 1 €
A\ (Above) Wildlife Division biologist Geoff Krukar, Igniter (left), and Rich Schenk, of the Division of
Forestry and also Division Supervisor for the west side of the burn, stand by with drip torches as they |
observe fire behavior along the firebreak.

-f(Top right) DEEP Forester David Irvin, also Burn Boss Trainee on the operation, monitors progress of

the burn as two separate Divisions carefully light edges of the field while in close radio contact with

one another.
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successfully conducted a controlled burn
across 18 acres of field within Tunxis State
Forestin West Hartland along Route 20 (Cen-
ter Street). This was the only controlled burn
the Forestry Division was able to carry out
on state land this year due to cold and damp
spring weather conditions. The burn was led
by forester David Irvin as a Burn Boss Trainee
and 14 other highly-trained and experienced
personnel from DEEP’s Divisions of Forestry,
Wildlife, State Parks, and Support Services.

The purpose of the burn was to maintain
the native “warm season” grasses present in
the field and eliminate competition by woody
stems that were beginning to encroach as are-
sultof natural vegetative succession. Fire can
be an effective tool in maintaining grassland
habitat because it does not require the use of
chemlcals and it also_n:nmedjate}y returns

as tlme since 51gm_
Fire is an excellent tool for maintaining grassland and brushy

aC(?EEptab]e relative = habitats. It also is important for managing native pitch pine/sand
eration. The con 1110 L dat plain habitat in Connecticut, which is known to contain nearly a
4 dozen listed species, mostly insects. The pitch pine/scrub oak sand
plain forest is one of the 13 imperiled ecosystems in Connecticut.
Historically, pitch pine ecosystems were more prevalent in the
pre-settlement forest because they were sustained by relatively
frequent fires. Pitch pine benefits when a fire event kills competing
vegetation and prepares the site for new pine germination by
exposing mineral soil.

Both the DEEP Forestry and Wildlife Divisions are concerned about
the gradual long-term loss of oak forests in Connecticut during the
coming century. While oak is a dominant cover type in our state’s
forested landscape, it also is disturbance-dependent and, without
that regime, it is not replacing itself for future generations. The oak
forest is being replaced by black birch, beech, and red maple, which
do not support the expansive insect, bird, and mammal diversity
supported by oak trees. Fire is an important tool for ensuring
successful oak regeneration, while reducing aggressive natural
competition. It was instrumental in establishing the oak forests

; ; \ : we see today, along with other major disturbances, such as the

= y { rapid demise of American chestnut and large-scale clearcutting for
- charcoal production. Without a future of widespread oak stands in

. Connecticut’s forests, we will lose the hard mast that our deer, bear,
/ 4 turkey, and other wildlife populations depend on.

ery three years.
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Keeping Track of Bears

he DEEP Wildlife Division monitors wildlife popu-

lations through a variety of methods and techniques,

depending on what works best for each species. The
most common methods involve collecting sighting reports
from the public, marking with ear tags (mammals) or leg
bands (birds), radio telemetry and GPS (Global Positioning
System) devices, PIT (passive integrated transponder) tags
(often referred to as microchips), population surveys, and
more. However, the Division’s request to Connecticut resi-
dents for sighting reports, in particular of animals with ear
tags, often results in many questions and even some misun-
derstandings about our objectives. The Wildlife Division’s
long-running Black Bear Project, which began in 2001 to

31::3{ J} §1 T T
Y “i‘;'l,.
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Every bear handled by the DEEP Wildlife Division is marked with brightly-colored ear tags, one in each

research the state’s population, provides a good example.
The project involves the use of coded and colored ear tags,
as well as PIT tags, to mark individual bears; placing GPS
collars on females to track their movements; and soliciting
sighting reports from residents via phone, email, or online
reporting.

Why Does a Bear Have Ear Tags?

When an untagged bear thatis trapped or tranquilized with
dart guns or similar equipment, either as part of the study or
because it had wandered into an unsafe area or caused cer-
tain conflicts with humans, itis measured and weighed, and
its overall physical health is assessed. Every bear handled is

g N _

ear. The tags have numbers unique to

that bear, and the color indicates the year the bear was tagged. Each colored tag has a three-digit number code. The last digit indicates the
yeatr, while the first two numbers indicate the sequence in which it was caught. Older tags may have a two digit number and/or letter code.

PHOTO BY P.J. FUSCO
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In Connecticut, most ear-tagged bears have been caught as part of biological research
efforts, NOT as problem bears. Every bear handled receives a tag in each ear. Bear sighting
reports from the public provide important information about distribution and abundance of

marked with brightly-colored
ear tags, one in each ear. The
tags have numbers unique to
that bear, and the color indi-
cates the year the bear was
tagged. For example, a bear
with yellow tags was handled
in 2016, and one with pink
tags was handled in 2013,
regardless of age, gender, or
reason for tagging. Each colored tag has a three-digit num-
ber code. (Older tags used in the earlier years of the project
may have a two-digit number and/or letter code.) The last
digit indicates the year, while the first two numbers indicate
the sequence in which it was caught. For example, a bear
with ear tag “20-6” would be the twentieth bear handled in
2016, and a bear with ear tag “03-8” would be the third bear
handled in 2018. Bears involved in serious conflicts are typi-
cally marked with purple ear tags.

Ear tags are relatively cost-effective, but they sometimes
tearoutor break. A bear observed with only one tag may have
lost a tag, possibly due to fighting with another bear or snag-
ging it on brush. Large male bears, or boars, are more likel Yy
to lose tags as compared to females and smaller males, as they
are likely fighting more and traveling through thicker brush.

Besides helping identify individual bears, ear tags, as
well as PIT tags, can reveal the distance and direction where
young bears disperse once they become independent. For
example, bears tagged in Connecticut have traveled as far as
Vermont, while bears tagged in New York, Massachusetts,
and even Pennsylvania have shown up in Connecticut. The
ramblings of individual bears through multiple towns have
been revealed through reported sightings with tag informa-
tion. (The use of leg bands on birds serves the same purpose.)

A common misconception is that a tagged b;%ar in Con-
necticut is a problem bear, and a bear with two éar tags was
caught on two different occasions because it was causing
problems. Actually, every bear receives two ear tags (one in
each ear) the first time it is handled by DEEP, regardless of
why it was tagged. Most ear-tagged bears have been caught
as part of biological research efforts, NOT as problem bears.

Another misconception that has spread across social
media is that a bear with two ear tags will be destroyed if it
is reported a “third time™ as causing a problem. This misin-
formation often results in people telling others not to report
sightings to DEEP because we are “going to destroy the ani-
mal.” This couldn’t be farther from the truth. The Wildlife

Connecticut’s Growing Bear Population

It should be no surprise that Connecticut’s black bear
population is expected to continue growing and expanding
due to the habitat succession of Connecticut’s landscape to
more mature forests. Roughly 60% of the state is dominated
by mature-aged forest habitat that provides an abundance
of food for bears. During late summer and fall, bears feed
primarily on hard mast, including acorns, American beech
nuts, and hickory nuts. Soft mast food options include black
cherries, apples, and fruits from various shrubs.

Dbears throughout the state for a long-running research project that started in 2001.

Division has been collecting
bear sighting reports since
black bears returned to the
state in the early 1990s. These
sighting reports of bears with
and without ear tags yield
valuable information on the
distribution and abundance
of bears in towns throughout
the state. All bear sightings
reported to the Wildlife Division are tabulated in a database
that is used by Bear Program biologists. A running tally of
sighting reports of black bear activity by town over a one-
year period is available on our website. It is often viewed by
those who are curious about the number of bears observed
in certain towns.

Why Does a Bear Have a Radio Collar?

Adult female bears trapped by the Bear Program are also
fitted with radio collars around their necks. The collars allow
biologists to track movements and also locate winter dens
to determine if any of the females have given birth to cubs
or are denning with yearlings born the previous winter., If
there are cubs or yearlings in a den, they will be examined,
weighed, and measured. Male bears are not fitted with radio
collars because they tend to have much larger home ranges
than females and are prone to wandering farther, making it
very difficult to track them. Fitting and keeping collars on
males can be a challenge because their necks can be larger
than their heads and their body weights widely fluctuate.

Overthe past 17 years of the study, technology has changed
and biologists are now using GPS-equipped collars on female
bears. GPS collars can obtain and store thousands of loca-
tions where collared bears have travelled over the previous
year. The data is retrieved when biologists locate and visit
winter dens of collared females to assess productivity. The
collars are removed and replaced with new ones with fresh
batteries. Data stored in the old collars are downloaded to
be analyzed by biologists.

Purpose of PIT Tags

With advances in technology, the Bear Program has also
been implanting PIT tags just under the skin in each bear
handled. These tags are like the microchips inserted into dogs
and cats to help identify lost pets. PIT tags provide a reli-
able, identifying “barcode” for individual animals. Each tag
consists of an integrated circuit chip, capacitor, and antenna

8 Connecticut Wildlife
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Wildlife Division seasonal resource assistant Caitlin Drasher poses with a female black bear that has been fitted with a GPS-collar and ear tags

\ 2
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as part of a long-running research project. Biologists visited this bear’s den over the winter to check if she had cubs or yearlings with her. The
female was immobilized so that the old collar could be removed and replaced with a new one with fresh batteries. Data stored in the old collar
are downloaded to be analyzed by biologists.

coil encased in glass. They are dormant until activated and
do not require an internal power source. When a scanner,
which has a small electromagnetic field, is passed close to
the PIT tag, the tag’s coils are energized enough to send a
signal with a unique alpha-numeric code back to the scanner.
With no battery to change, PIT tags are a permanent marker
and have virtually nonegative
impacts on the animal. The
tags are especially useful for
marking cubs whose ears are
too small for ear tags. Cubs
thatnever received ear tags or
bears that have lost ear tags
can be identified by their PI'T
tags years after they were ini-
tially handled.

How You Can Help!

Bear sighting reports
from the public continue to
be an important part of our

PIT tag shown nest to a quarter for size comparison.
PHOTC BY P. J. FUSCO

study, particularly if the bear has ear tags. If you observe
a bear, whether it is in your neighborhood or during your
travels around the state, please report it to the Wildlife Divi-
sion. Information needed is the reporter’s name and contact
information (telephone and/or email address), date and time
of observation, exact location, number of bears seen, ab-
sence or presence of ear tags

| (please provide the color and
. code if possible). Sightings
can be reported on the DEEP
website at www.ct. gov/deep/
blackbear, viaemail to deep.
wildlife@ct.gov, by calling
8600-424-3011 (weekdays,
8:30 AM to 4:30 PM), or
posting to the CT Fish and
Wildlife Facebook page at
www. Facebook.com/CTFis-
handWildlife. ‘;;\‘DLIQA
= Z

%bmx‘r@
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Deer Hunting Season Rebounds

Written by Bill Embacher, Wildlife Management Institute/DEEP Wildlife Division

onnecticut deer hunters enjoyed a bit of a rebound

this past season after low harvests during the 2015

and 2016 hunting seasons. Statewide, overall harvest
was 12,102 deer; 1,440 more than 2016 and 1,712 more than
the three-year average. Archery hunters took 5,932 deer, ex-
ceeding the 2016 archery harvest by 646 and the three-year
harvestaverage by 837. Shotgun/rifle hunterstook 4,281 deer
in 2017, 503 more than in 2016, while muzzleloader hunters
harvested 810 animals, 160 more than in 2016.

Hunter success rates are estimated by using a formula
that includes total deer harvest and permit issuance. In 2017,
success rates were universally up from both 2016 and the
three-year average. The highest success rate was experienced
by archery hunters of whom 34.8% successfully harvested a

Debbie Ross poses with the buck she harvested in Mansfield
during the 2017 Landowner Deer Season. Congratulations, Debbie!

s wiltich A 5% Deer Management Zones
s D%

higher than both
the 2016 and three-
year average rate.
Private land fire-
arms hunters were
the next most suc-
cessful at 29.4%;
six percent higher
than 2016 and the
three-year average.
State land hunter success varied for “A” Season hunters at
14.6%. “B” Season hunters had a 8.1% success rate, con-
tinuing the trend and increasing the success rate from 2016
and the three-year average. Muzzleloader hunters were 9.7%
successful combined on private and state land, 2.6% higher
than the previous season and 3.2% higher than the three-year
average. Smaller acorn mast crops, colder weather, and two
previous seasons of low harvest all contributed to an increase
in harvest and higher success rates in 2017.

Chronic Wasting Disease

The Wildlife Division’s Deer Program continued to moni-
tor Connecticut’s deer population for chronic wasting dis-
ease (CWD) during the 2017 season. CWD originates from
a prion (abnormally-shaped protein) and is closely related
to livestock diseases, such as mad cow disease in cows and
scrapie in sheep. Lymph nodes were removed from 360
deer primarily collected at butcher shops and taxidermists
who agreed to participate in CWD testing. Deer exhibiting
symptoms associated with CWD (emaciation/weight loss,
abnormal behavior, extreme poor posture) or any deer that
hunters willingly donated were also tested. More emphasis
was placed on testing older deer this past season than in
previous seasons as older deer are more likely to have en-
countered the CWD prion than younger animals. Males are
also more susceptible to becoming infected, although it is
not yet clear why. Tt is likely due to the tendency of males
to roam more, thereby increasing the odds they will come
into contact with the prion. The agent responsible for CWD
may spread directly through animal to animal contactor indi-
rectly through soil or other surface to animal contact, mainly
through saliva and feces of an infected animal.

To date, CWD has been confirmed in 24 states and three
Canadian Provinces. Connecticut is currently considered
CWD-free. Due to last summer’s localized outbreak of
Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease (EHD) in our state, there

10 Connecticut Wildlife
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Connecticut hunters enjoyed a bit of a rebound during the past deer hunting season after low harvests during 2015 and 2016.

PHOTO BY P.J. FUSCO

i p . is often confusion between CWD and

Deer Harvested During Connecticut’s Regulated Hunting  ED among residents. BHD is a com-
Seasons, 2016-2017 mon virus found in white-tailed deer
3-year Average outside of New England whichis carried

Harvest by small biting midges (often referred

Season Harvest 2016  Harvest 2017 (2015-2017) to as no-see-ums). EHD is not always
Archery fatal (whereas CWD is); however, it is
State Land 663 551 619 fast-acting and often kills or weakens
Private Land 4,425 5,097 4,272 deer within only a few days of being
January 198 284 205 infected. Deer can build up antibodies

to EHD, and therefore subsequent out-

Muzz{;g?j;nd 75 137 86 ‘.t)rea{(s are typic‘ally [t-‘,E‘iS intense. E_HD—
R 673 infected deer are typically fo.tlnd in or

near water, with symptoms including
Shotgun/Rifle swollen tongues, no fear of humans,
State Land A 3 623 and loss of coordination. Efforts to test

State Land B 129 and monitor for both CWD and EHD
Private Land 3,529 in deer will continue in 2018 and likely
Landiiiior 1,079 beyond. Formore information ortohave

) adeertested, please contact ADL7,,
o83 Bill Embacher at William. ‘%%

~@ ct. o "D, Q
Embacher@ct.gov. onsS”
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Essence of the Wild

The Black-bellied Plover

Article and photography by Paul Fusco, DEEP Wildlife Division

he ethereal whistling call of the black-

I bellied plover characterizes the essence

of wildness and the wide open, faraway

places where this bird is normally found. This

long-distance migrant is a powerful flyer and

travels in Alocks during migration. Some indi-

viduals make incredibly long journeys, includ-

ing long flights over open water. This cosmo-

politan bird is found in both the Western and

Eastern Hemispheres. The typical call, a slurred

whistle plEE-uu-ee, is far reaching and has an
eerily melancholic quality.

The black-bellied plover population in
North America has been estimated at about
200,000 birds, with some recent surveys indi-
cating the population may be higher. The birds
breed on the expansive Arctic tundraand winter
as far south as southern Argentina. They are
fairly common migrants in Connecticut, with
some hardy individuals attempting (o remain here through
winter. Migration occurs by day or night.

Description

The black-bellied plover is our largest plover, about the
size of a pigeon. In adult breeding plumage, the black-bellied
ploverisa spectacular—looking bird. Its black face, neck, and
breast, along with a gray and white speckled back are distinc-
tive and elegant. The winter and juvenile plumages are gray
with less distinctive speckling. In all plumages, black-bellied
plovershave a white lower rear flank that separates this species
from the similar American golden plover. The black-bellied
also has black axillary (armpit) feathers that show on the un-
derwing when the bird raises its wings. This is a good field
mark to look for as it shows in all plumages and can be seen
from a long distance when the bird is flying.

Plovers are closely related to sandpipers. They have long
and pointed wings, short tails, compact bodies, proportionally
large eyes, and thick necks. The short, pigeon-like bills are
used to grab prey of small invertebrates. Black-bellied plovers
feed on marine worms, insects, and crustaceans. Their flight
is strong, swift, and direct. Plovers are often seen along the

When identifying black-bellied plovers in flight, look for the diagnostic black axillary
(armpit) feathers.

 dation, and unregula

‘perts to be categorized as a full-blown crisis. Long-di:

the nest or young. The nestis ascrape on the ground of the Arc-
tic tundra, lined with lichens, tiny twigs, and pebbles. Females
typically lay fourbrownishor greenish well-camouflaged eggs
with dark speckles. The eggs are incubated by both parents
and will hatch after about 27 days. The downy plover chicks
are precocial and will be able to run and feed themselves in
one day. They fledge after about five to six weeks of age.

Conservation

The wary nature of migrating flocks protected the black-
bellied plover from the slanghter inflicted upon most of the
other shorebird species by the market gunners of the late nine-
teenth century. Federal bird conservation laws passed in the
carly 1900s, the Lacey Actand Migratory Bird Treaty Act,have
protected all birds, including shorebirds, from exploitation.

Today, the main threats to plovers and other shorebirds
is the continuing loss and degradation of habitat, especially
stopover habitats critical for shorebird migration. Stopover
sites are historically important feeding and resting locations,
including estuaries, bays, marshes, shoreline mudflats, and
sandbars that have supported migrating flocks for millennia.
 Coastal developmer gﬂand destruction, habitat degra-
oting on the wintering grounds

declining populations of shorebi
lines are now widely recognized by

have all contributed

These population de
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The call of the black-bellied plover is a slurred whistle plEE-uu-ee. . . ! } i
North American Population Estimates and Recent
migratory birds know no political borders. Their populations Trends for Select Connecticut Occurring Shorebirds”
are vulnerable to whatever is the weakest link of the chain in Population | Population b
their migration path. Species Estimate Staftus
Asifhabitat loss is not enough, Arctic breeding shorebirds, Black-bellied plover >360,000 stable
including plovers, are also impacted and threatened by climate Piping plover 8,400 stable to slight increase
change. Climate change is a long, slow process of warming American oystercatcher 11,000 stable
average temperatures, coupled with rising sea levels. Rising Greater yellowlegs 127,000, .stable |
temperatures in the Arctic will thaw tundra permafrost, lead- Leaset 7*:""‘”'395 gonsed 3'9';_"""’"‘ cecine
ing to vegetation changes that are detrimental to the Arctic’s ~~ Whimbrel 80,000, decling
tund t d tundra nesting shorebirds. Sea level rise Upland sandplpor 290,000 = slia increass
up Fa ceosystem an. 4 & et T iﬂ it allld Hudsonian godwit 77,000 stable to decline
will inundate low-lying t}mdra, r_esultmg in ti al flooding Uharblad Gdwit a0 i
subsequent loss of breeding habitat fo'r sh9reb1rds. _ Ruddy turnstone <245,000 decline to significant decline
Other recognized threats to shorebirds include tW-IIld farms B et <60,000  significant decline
along migration paths which result in turbine collisions; pes- Sanderling 300,000 decline
ticide exposure occurring at stopover sites on migration paths Semipalmated sandpiper 2,200,000 stable to decline
and wintering grounds; and unregulated hunting pressure on Pectoral sandpiper >1,600,000 decline
some Caribbean islands during fall migration. Dunlin >1,200,000 stable to decline
Over the years, black-bellied plovers have fared better than Buff-breasted sandpiper 56,000 stable to unknown
many of the other shorebirds. Their wary disposition D Short-billed dowitcher 153,000 stable to unknown
and far-reaching presence make them fitting rep- & L American woodcock 3 to 4 million stable :
resentatives of the true wildness of our continent, ﬁ 5 * Based on Andres, B, A., et. al. Population Estimates of North American Shorebirds, 2012.
even within:onr:small staie %RP‘ Wader Study Group Bull. 119(3): 178-194.
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Bringing Back the Natives

Article and photography by Michael Humphreys, DEEP Fisheries Division

look back in time at Connecticut’s distant past tells
us that most brooks and rivers in our state were once
teeming with beautiful wild, native brook trout, which
were thriving in pristine cold, clear, pollution-free flowing
waters, as well as numerous beaver ponds and other natural
lakes and ponds. These vibrant and delicious fish provided a
valuable renewable natural resource for Connecticut’s origi-
nal human inhabitants for thousands of years, Since the early
colonial period, however, industrious settlers from overseas
have drastically changed the natural world, often in ways that
were not beneficial for brook trout. Cutting down nearly all
of the forests for fuel and agriculture caused many streams to
become warm and muddy from increased exposure to sunlight
and erosion. Streams were recognized as convenient conduits
for disposal of household and farming waste, as well as toxic
by products generated by a blossoming industrial revolution.
Most streams with moderate to high gradients were dammed
to harness water power for a wide variety of industrial uses.
These dams blocked fish movements, eliminated stream habi-
tat, and caused additional warming of the streams. As cities
grew and surrounding lands became more and more devel-
oped, surface runoff of rainwater added more pollutants to
brooks and rivers and caused additional increases to water
temperatures. The historical record shows that the combined
effects of habitat degradation caused by all of these factors
eliminated many, and perhaps most native brook trout popu-
lations in Connecticut.
In more recent times, changes in the human use of the
environment, including the reduced need for wood as fuel,
statewide reduction in farming, and replacement of water

Wild-captured native brook trout of all sizes patiently await transport in oxygenated tanks to be transported and released in Deep Brook
Wild Trout Management Area, in Newtown.

power with electricity, as well as a vastly improved ethic of
protecting and restoring the natural environment, have com-
bined to restore suitable conditions for brook trout to once-
again reproduce and thrive. However, some of these restored
stream habitats needed a little extra help getting started. Early
restoration efforts included raising brook trout in hatcheries
and restocking empty streams on a broad scale. Wild brook
trout were caught for brood stock for hatchery propagation
of fingerlings, and some wild caught fish were undoubt-
edly moved from streams with remaining populations into
restored streams with no trout. The results of these earlier
efforts were dramatically successful, and Connecticut now
boasts thousands of streams with self-sustaining wild brook
trout populations.

Currently, most streams suitable for brook trouthave wild
populations. However, there are some exceptions. DEEP
fisheries biologists have surveyed fish populations at thou-
sands of stream locations throughout the state, occasionally
finding streams where the habitat appears suitable for brook
trout, but the stream was never recolonized. This can occur
where no nearby populations are able to spread naturally
into the restored habitat due to barriers, such as dams and
impassible road culverts. Also, occasionally, atoxic chemical
spill may wipe out an entire stream population. That is where
wild brook trout reintroduction comes in. When biologists
recognize situations like this, they may prescribe restocking
with wild fish captured from a nearby stream.

The DEEP Fisheries Division raises domestic strains of
brook trout at State hatcheries and stocks them at many lo-
cations exclusively to provide anglers with abundant oppor-

a e
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Native brook trout are collected from a healthy donor stream by backpack electrofishing for relocation to Deep Brook Wild Trout

Management Area.

tunities to catch and eat fish. Research has shown, however,
that these domesticated brook trout strains are not suitable
for establishing naturally self-sustaining populations. Do-
mesticated strains are well-suited to life in the hatchery, but
after many generations of the easy life, unlimited food, and
protection from natural predators, the gene pool no longer
has what it takes to survive and reproduce in the more chal-
lenging real natural world. In fact, some evidence suggests
that occasional hybridization between hatchery strains and
native wild strains may damage wild populations by reduc-
ing the fitness of the wild population to survive in the wild.
Consequently, the best approach for restoring wild popula-
tions is to move up to a few hundred wild fish from a “donor”
population to the stream targeted for restoration.

In contrast to hatchery operations, efforts torestore native
brook trout are not always focused exclusively on provid-
ing fishing opportunities. Restoring the natural ecology of a

stream has value in itself, but streams that have the potential
to offer new fishing opportunities offer stronger justification
for undertaking restoration initiatives. In recent years, two
“Class 1” Wild Trout Management Areas (WTMAs), where
wild trout are managed to provide fishing with no stocking
(see the Connecticut Anglers Guide for more information),
were targeted for wild brook trout reintroduction. An ad-
ditional wild brook trout restoration was attempted on one
very small cold stream with no fish present.

The Mill River below Easton Reservoir, in Easton and
Fairfield, was the site of the first formal restoration effort in
recent years. The river below the dam is unusually cold due
to releases from the cold layer of water near the bottom of
the reservoir. The river’s entire watershed below the reservoir
had no wild native brook trout in the main river or its lower
tributaries; however, a few protected tributaries feeding the
reservoir above the dam had strong wild brook trout popula-

May/June 2018

Connecticut Wildlife 15




I, . T S o

Two weeks after release, reintroduced wild brook trout were observed spawning on redds made in gravel that was placed in Deep Brook Wild
Trout Management Area by volunteers from the Candlewood Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited (TU). An adult male and female brook trout can be
seen (upper right) resting near their spawning redd (center), under a shelter structure constructed by TU volunteers. Many fry of native brookies
were sampled here the following summer (2017).

tions. In 2002, 46 small brookies from these tributaries were
collected by backpack electrofishing and moved to the sec-
tion of river below the dam. Again in 2004, 160 wild brook
trout from another donor stream were released. In follow-up
electrofishing assessments at the release site in subsequent
years, fish samples showed that the brookies had success-
fully spawned and rapidly produced a thriving self-sustain-
ing population. A 2012 survey of anglers conducted in this
WTMA showed high angler catch rates of wild brookies, as
well as naturalized wild brown trout. As time passes, the wild
brook trout population will continue to expand downstream.
As aresult, special catch-and-release regulations have been
extended downstream, beginning in 2018, This WTMA has
become one of the most popular wild trout fishing destina-
tions in Connecticut, ironically, in a heavily developed part
of the state where wild trout resources are rare.

More recently, in 2016, with the help of volunteers from
the local Trout Unlimited Chapter, 266 wild brook trout were
relocated to Deep Brook in Newtown, where oil spills and a

toxic chemical discharge had completely destroyed the wild
population. Sampling in 2017 revealed, to the delight of bi-
ologists and volunteer assistants, that the transferred fish had
successfully spawned and produced a new year class of na-
tive brook trout fry. Monitoring of this new population will
continue in 2018 and, if all goes well, these fish should begin
to contribute to anglers’ catches in spring 2018.
Mostrecently,infall 2017, 69 native brookies were moved
from an adjacent stream to a small unnamed tributary of
Globe Hollow Reservoir in Manchester, The first assessment
of this wild brook trout transfer will be in summer 2018.
Moving forward, as DEEP Fisheries Division biologists
continue to conduct stream fish assessments around the
state, they will uncover more streams that could use a boost
with recolonization by our most beautiful and recreationally
important native stream fish species. Anglers and
other members of the public with suggestions for (5}’0 ) "&.
potential locations for brook trout reintroductions & \d &
may contact the author at 860-567-8998. >
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Buffleheads to Be Featured on 2019

Connecticut Duck Stamp

Written by Kathy Herz, DEEP Wildiife Division

In a contest filled with great artwork, a
panel of judges selected Indiana artist
Jeffrey Klinefelter’s depiction of buffle-
heads flying across Barn Island Wild-
life Management Area as the winner of
DEEP’s 2018-2019 Connecticut Migra-
tory Bird Conservation (Duck) Stamp Art
Contest. Jeffrey is a previous winner of the
Connecticut contest, taking first place in
the 2015-2016 contest with his depiction
of Atlantic brant.

Jeffrey’s painting of buffleheads was
chosen out of 29 entries submitted by
artists from across the country, includ-
ing a record 18 from Connecticut artists.
Paintings were judged in six categories:
suitability for reproduction, composition,
habitat suitability for that species, anatom-
ical correctness, eye appeal, originality,
and whether a recognizable Connecticut
landmark or habitat was used. Jeffrey’s
painting will be the image for the 2019
Connecticut Duck Stamp.

A pair of Canada geese on the Con-
necticut River with the East Haddam swing bridge in the background, submitted by
artist Melissa Barker, of Colchester, Connecticut, placed second. Third place went to
Chris Goins of Sheridan, Arizona, who submitted a painting of a pair of redheads. The
DEEP Wildlife Division continues to encourage local Connecticut artists to submit
paintings for this contest.

The Connecticut Duck Stamp Program was initiated in the early 1990s when con-
cerned sportsmen worked with DEEP to develop legislation that would generate revenue
for wetland conservation. Modeled after the federal Duck Stamp Program, Connecticut’s
program requires the purchase of a state stamp, along with a hunting license, to legally
hunt waterfowl. By state law, funds generated from the sale of Duck Stamps can only
be used for the development, management, preservation, conservation, acquisition, pur-
chase, and maintenance of waterfow! habitat and wetlands, as well as the purchase and
acquisition of recreational rights or interests relating to migratory birds. The Program
has generated over $1.6 million for the enhancement of wetland and associated upland
habitats, as well as garnered additional monies through matching grants from federal
conservation initiatives. By combining Duck Stamp funds with additional monies, over
$4 million dollars have been available to complete wildlife conservation projects. Any-
one who wishes to support wetland conservation and restoration should buy a Duck
Stamp. Stamps can be purchased for $17 each wherever hunting and fishing licenses are
sold: participating town clerks and retail agents, DEEP License and Revenue (79 Elm
Street, Hartford), and through the online Sportsmen’s Licensing System (www.ct.gov/
deep/sportsmenlicensing). Learn more about the Connecticut Duck Stamp and the Art
Contest at www.ct.gov/deep/ctduckstamp.

(Top to bottom) First place - Jeffrey Klinefelter; second place - Melissa Barker; and third
place - Chris Goins for the 2018-2019 Connecticut Duck Stamp Art Contest.
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Quinnipiac River Water Trail Improved

Written by Peter Picone, DEEP Wildlife Division; photos by Emily Picard

alking, hiking, biking, cross-country skiing, canoeing,
kayaking, camping, hunting, and fishing are some ways
you can experience the outdoors and get closer to wildlife
in Connecticut. Opportunities to canoe and kayak have just
been improved through the refurbishing and re-opening of
the Upper Quinnipiac River Water Trail from Route 322 in
Southington to Quinnipiac Park in Cheshire, Connecticut.
During the Iast two years, several local conservation or-
ganizations and federal, state, and local government officials
joined forces to establish a water trail on the northern sec-
tion of the Quinnipiac River from Southington to Cheshire.
Several dams were removed to allow fish to migrate along
the river, while also providing more spawning habitat. Im-

proved recreational opportunities were created with funding Ribbon cutting at the opening of the Upper Quinnipiac River Water Trail

from the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Services Natural Resources  on Route 322 on the Southington/Cheshire town line.

Damage Assessment and Restoration Program. The Town of
Cheshire installed a canoe/kayak launch and the Quinnipiac River
Watershed Association refurbished an old canoe/kayak launch at
Route 322 in Southington. Paddlers can now stream audio (available
at www.grivertrail.org) from a cellphone to a bluetooth-activated
speaker or ear phones to learn about both natural and man-made
features of the Upper Quinnipiac River.

An inaugural celebration of the improved Upper Quinnipiac
River Water Trail was held as part of a National Trails Day event
on June 3, 2018, at the Quinnipiac River Watershed Association
Headquarters in Meriden. Speakers included U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Restoration Biologist Lauren Bennett, DEEP Fisheries Biologist
Steve Gephard, DEEP Wildlife Biologist Peter Picone, Town of
Cheshire Environmental Planner Suzanne Simone, Town of South-
ington Assistant Planner Dave Lavallee, and Lyman Hall teacher

Emily Picard and student Fiona Haggerty. The celebration also
included activities for children, live music (Lori Holm, Ed Rosen-
blatt and Bruce Burchsted), a live bald eagle and numerous rap-
tors, courtesy of Christine’s Critters with Christine Peyreigne, a
licensed falconer and wildlife rehabilitator. Representatives from
local non-profits on the Quinnipiac River Trail workgroup were
on hand during the event, including the Cheshire Land Trust, Ly-
man Hall High School Ag-Science Program, Meriden Land Trust,
Quinnipiac Valley Audubon Society Riverbound Farm Sanctuary,
Quinnipiac River Watershed Association, Save the Sound, Southing-
ton Land Trust, Meriden Linear Trail Committee, DEEP No Child
Left Inside Program, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, and Southing-
ton Boy Scout Troop 32, Additional information about the Upper
Quinnipiac River Water Trail can be found at www.grivertrail.org.
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April kicked off Connecticut’s spring turkey hunting season,
along with the trout fishing season. With warmer temperatures,
many people headed outside, particularly after a rather long win-
ter. and the Environmental Conservation (EnCon) Police Officers
were out in the woods, on the water, and in the parks patrolling.
During April, Officers conducted over 1,280 fisheries and 94
hunting enforcement patrols and investigated two hunting safety
violations. They also logged in 143 boating enforcement patrols,
43 ATV/Snowmobile patrols, and 76 public safety assists. Officers
responded to 88 wildlife calls, 19 of which involved nuisance bears
and two for exotic/non-native wildlife possession. In the parks,
Officers performed 405 park and forest patrols investigating a
variety of cases. Some of the cases are highlighted here. You can
learn more about other interesting cases by following the EnCon
Police Facebook page at www.Facebook.com/CTEnConPolice.

e OnApril6,2018, 12 EnCon Police Officers, including four
Honor Guard members, attended funeral services at Rentschler
Field in East Hartford for Connecticut State Police Trooper Kevin
Miller, following his tragic death in amotor vehicle accident while
on duty. Upon learning that Trooper Miller’s son was interested in
fishing, Officers presented him with a fishing pole engraved with
his father’s badge number and also provided an opportunity for
him to fish with one of the EnCon Officers following the opening
day of trout season.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION POLICE

o EnConPolice, with the assistance of Meriden Police, served
a search and seizure warrant on April 26, 2018, at a residence in
Meriden after the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service provided in-
formation on an advertisement on a snake forum for the sale of
several venomous snakes. Officers gained further information
that the accused, Cameron DeFrances, 21, of Meriden had posted
photographs on his social media account and listed the venom-
ous snakes for sale. Based on this information, EnCon Officers
applied for and executed a search warrant of the DeFrances resi-

Reports from the Enyironmental Conservation Police

dence, locating multiple venomous
snakes that are illegal to possess in
Connecticut. With the assistance of
a qualified licensed reptile specialist,
all of the snakes were seized and safely transported to a secure
facility for reptiles. Seven snakes that are illegal to possess un-
der state law were located alive in the residence and two snakes
that were illegally possessed were found deceased. Among the
snakes that were found alive were a gaboon viper, forest cobra,
two Egyptian banded cobras, and two monocled cobras. A tree
viper and king cobra were found dead. DeFrances was charged
with nine counts of Illegal Possession of a Category Two Wild
Animal and Reckless Endangerment First Degree.

e A West Marine EnCon Officer responded to a complaint
in Shelton on April 12, 2018, of an individual catching and keep-
ing undersized striped bass behind a sports complex. The Offi-
cer located and approached the person and asked to see his 2018
Connecticut fishing license. He provided a Connecticut driver’s
license but failed to produce a fishing license. Upon being asked
how many striped bass he had caught, he responded “three or four.”
When the Officer asked to see the fish, the person produced seven
undersized striped bass ranging from 14 to 18 inches. The legal
daily limit for striped bass is one fish with a minimum length of
28 inches. The offender was issued a Misdemeanor Summons for
seven counts of undersized striped bass, six counts for over the
daily creel limit, and fishing without a license.

e On the afternoon of April 15, 2018, Southeast Sector Offi-
cers responded to the Salmon River State Forest, in East Hampton,
on a report of a Jeep partially submerged in the water with a per-
son standing on top of it. After a foot search along the riverbank,
an officer located the abandoned vehicle. The driver was found
some distance away. He admitted to off-roading in the forest and
getting stuck, and was issued citations for trespass and illegal trail
use. The vehicle was later removed by good Samaritans.

e On April 22, 2018, a West Marine EnCon Officer received
acomplaint of individuals catching and keeping undersized striped
bass at Sandy Point in West Haven. The Officer observed the indi-
viduals catching several striped bass but was unable to tell if they
were releasing the fish. The Officer approached the individuals and
asked to see their fishing licenses, while also observing several
undersized striped bass on the beach next to them. Both denied the
fish were theirs. As one person was looking for his fishing license
in his backpack, the Officer noticed the sand nearby the backpack
was disturbed. The Officer removed some of the loose sand and
uncovered a plastic bag containing eight undersized striped bass
ranging from 16 to 24 inches. The Officer issued the individuals
a Misdemeanor Summons for four counts of undersized striped
bass and three counts for over the daily limit each.

May/June 2018

Connecticut Wildlife 19




J. FUSCO

a

FROM THE FIELD

Save the Date: September 22 to Attend
Discover Outdoor Connecticut Day

Come to the DEEP Wildlife Division’s Franklin Wildlife
Management Area in North Franklin on Saturday, September 22,
from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM to participate in a FREE, new event
sponsored by the Bureau of Natural Resources. Discover Outdoor
Connecticut Day explores Connecticut’s fish and wildlife resources
and legacy of outdoor traditions, with live animals, demonstrations,
archery, fish casting, fly tying, shooting clays, kid’s activities,
outdoor skills, a photo contest, and more. Bring a picnic lunch
and stay for a few hours or the whole day! Visit www.ct.gov/deep/
DiscoverOutdoorCT to see the list of activities and how to enter the
photo contest.

Bird Hunting Seasons Announced

The 2018-2019 Migratory Bird Hunting Guide is now available
on the DEEP website (www.ct.gov/deep/hunting) and at DEEP
and town clerk offices. The guide contains season dates, as well as
specific details on bag limits, regulations, and other reminders, for
ducks, geese, woodcock, snipe, rails, and crows.

TJunior Waterfow!l Hunter Training Days will be held on Saturday,
September 29, and Saturday, October 17, 2018. Participants must be
17 years of age or younger. Junior hunters 12 to 15 years old must
possess a valid junior small game hunting license and a Connecticut
Migratory Bird Conservation Stamp. Sixteen and 17-year-old hunters
must have a valid hunting license, a 2018 Connecticut Migratory
Bird Conservation Stamp, and a 2018-2019 federal Migratory Bird
Hunting and Conservation Stamp. Adults (at least 18 years of age or
older) must accompany junior hunters and possess a valid hunting
license: however, they are not allowed to hunt waterfowl.

DEEP’s Conservation Education/Firearms Safety Program has
developed a Junior Hunter webpage that provides information on
junior hunter events and opportunities. Check out the webpage for
more details at www.ct. gov/deep/juniorhunter.

iU
Connecticut Bird Atlas Kicks Off!

The Connecticut
Bird Atlas Project is
fully underway. This
ambitious project will

CONNECTICLIIT
catalog all breeding,

EIRI] ATLA

birds in our state. In addition, the Atlas will, for the first
time, estimate abundance of most of our breeding birds.
Once completed, the Atlas will provide critical data to better
inform land use planning and conservation actions by all
who want to protect our natural environment. Ultimately, all
of the data collected from this project and the analyses will
be freely available for those wishing to use it. So far, over
3,000 individual reports have been submitted, and this is just
the beginning. The project brings together many partners,
including the Great Hollow Nature Preserve, Connecticut
Audubon Society, Audubon Connecticut, and more. The
Atlas belongs to everyone who cares about birds and nature
and, as such, volunteer birders are collecting much of the
important data. To learn more and also help, please visit
www.ctbirdatlas.org.

Min Huang, DEEP Wildlife Division

The Alliance for America’s Fish
and Wildlife: Update

The Alliance for
America’s Fish and
Wildlife was created to
change how conservation
is funded in order to
protect and conserve our
fish and wildlife for the
benefit of our nation,
economy, and way of life. The solution is passage of the
bipartisan Recovering America’s Wildlife Act (RAWA),
federal legislation that will help wildlife at risk before they
need the more costly and restrictive “emergency room”
measures required by the Endangered Species Act.

Connecticut businesses and organizations are
encouraged to join the Alliance membership and support
the effort to secure funding for fish and wildlife. You can
sign up for free and show your support by submitting a
membership form to alliance @fishwildlife.org. The form
can be found on a new webpage about our involvement
with the Recovering America’s Wildlife Act: www.ct.gov/
deep/AllianceforFishandWildlife. Regularly check the
webpage for updates on the legislation and how you
can help with this important effort to secure funding for
fish and wildlife conservation. You should also check
out and follow these associated Facebook pages: www.
facebook.com/QurNatureUSA and www.facebook.com/
RecoveringAmericasWildlifeAct.
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Elaine Hinsch Reflects on Her Time with

the Wildlife Division

Formcr long-time biologist with
the Wildlife Division Elaine
Hinsch has retired from State ser-
vice to begin a new chapter in her
life. While still in college at the Uni-
versity of New Hampshire, Elaine
began her career with the Wildlife
Division in a seasonal position in the
summer of 1981. After graduating,
she returned to the Wildlife Division
again as a seasonal employee, before
being hired as a permanent full-time
biologist. Since that time, Elaine has
held numerous roles within DEEP
(formally DEP). Many of her friends
will remember her walking the halls
at the State Capitol as the legislative
liaison representing the Department,
conducting public hearings to pro-
mulgate regulations for the Bureau
of Natural Resources, and as the fed-
eral aid coordinator for the Wildlife
Division.

Though most of Elaine’s career
was spent in planning and manage-
ment, her favorite times were field days. Over the years, she helped
with surveys for bears, white-tailed deer, wild turkeys, waterfowl,
grassland birds, and bats.

When asked what her favorite species to work with is, Elaine
explained that, “Each species has their own unique and interesting
qualities. However, if [ have to pick a highlight to my career it was
when [ went with the Division’s Bear Program staff to search for
radio-collared hibernating sows with cubs. Being able to handle
these animals was amazing.”

Elaine hopes the Wildlife Division will continue to educate
the public on such issues as living with wildlife: “Connecticut has
healthy populations of wild animals that live in some of the state’s
heavily urban and suburban areas. In mostcases, people and animals
can coexist without infringing on each other’s territory. Hopefully,
the public will understand that wild animals are not to be feared,
but respected from a distance. People can also discover how to
manage their property to avoid damage while sharing the space.”

When Elaine began her career in the 1980s, the Wildlife Divi-
sion had management programs for deer, turkey, and furbearers;
enhancing wildlife habitat; and land acquisition. When asked what
she thought was the biggest change over the years, Elaine replied

4]

Long-time Wildlife Division biol
was participating with its handler at a Connecticut Hunting and Fishing Day event at the Franklin

Swamp Wildlife Management Area in North Franklin. Elaine enjoyed participating in public events
to provide wildlife education and information.

ogist Elaine Hinsch poses with a Chesapeake Bay retriever that

that “the incorporation of the nongame and endangered species
programs provided the Wildlife Division with a whole new facet
to wildlife management. People enjoyed seeing songbirds; grass-
land and coastal birds; raptors; mammals; reptiles and amphib-
ians; and invertebrates. Now, with expert staff, these animals can
be monitored to manage for healthy populations.”

When asked what was the most surprising and interesting event
during her time with the Wildlife Division, Elaine said definitely the
sighting of a mountain lion in Connecticut in 2011. Though Con-
necticut does not have a native or transient population, amazingly
a South Dakota mountain lion (lacking a compass) traveled cast
instead of west, over 1,500 miles, finding its way to Connecticut.
“I think I can speak for the entire staff, that this rare occurrence
was a surprise to all of us.”

Elaine’s heartfelt statement to all of her friends and cowork-
ers is, “I have been so fortunate throughout my career with the
Wildlife Division to have worked with such dedicated profession-
als and people I consider my closest friends. These people made
coming to work every day for 35 plus years interesting and fun.”

We wish Elaine the best in her new adventures!

“I have been so fortunate throughout my career with the Wildlife Division to have worked
with such dedicated professionals and people I consider my closest friends. These people
made coming to work every day for 35 plus years interesting and fun.” — Elaine Hinsch

P. J. FUSCC
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Robbins Swamp WMA Expands

Written by Paul Benjunas, DEEP Wildlife Division; photos by Paul J. Fusco

ocated within the towns of Canaan and North

Canaan, Robbins Swamp Wildlife Management
Area contains the largest freshwater wetland in the
state and provides highly significant wetland habitat
for a wide variety of wildlife and plants. A partial
listing of the wildlife found at Robbins Swamp in-
cludes white-tailed deer, wild turkey, ruffed grouse,
woodcock, various species of waterfowl, songbirds,
rabbits, wood turtles, and amphibians. Several of the
inhabiting species are listed as state endangered,
threatened, or special concern.

Robbins Swamp occupies alow-lying basin that
once contained glacial Lake Hollenbeck. This for-
mer lakebed contains a variety of wetland soil types,
including deep organic sediments, poorly drained
soils, and poorly drained alluvial silts and loams.
This variety of substrates in turn supports a diversity
of vegetation types, including northern white cedar
dominated swamps, red maple-black ash seepage
swamps, and open sedge (Carex lacustris) marshes.

The acquisition of Robbins Swamp was in large
part through the Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Program (Pit-
tman-Robertson) during the 1970s. This program was initiated by
sportsmen and conservationists to provide states with funding for
fish and wildlife management and research, habitatacquisition, and
sportsmen education programs. Over the years, additional acreage
at Robbins Swamp was acquired with state funds and donations
made by The Nature Conservancy.

The latest land acquisition, which added an additional 90 acres
to the already existing 1,569-acre wildlife management area, was
purchased from the Newtown Fish and Game Club with funds from

Upland blrd hunting opportunltles can be found at Robbins Swamp Wlldllfe
Management Area, including those for American woodcock and ring-necked pheasant.

the Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Program. Located in Falls
Village between Route 7 and Route 63, the newly-acquired prop-
erty shares a boundary with an existing piece of Robbins Swamp
WMA that is difficult to access. This purchase not only provides
additional roadside access, it also serves as protection for the Hol-
lenbeck River. The area is heavily used for a variety of wildlife-
based recreational opportunities, including all forms of regulated
hunting, especially upland bird hunting.
The newly-acquired property contains adiversity of high quality,
crltlcalwetlandhabltats including forested and shrub wetlands, wet
i meadows, and riparian and floodplain habitat,
The property also lies within the core of the
Upper Housatonic New England Cottontail
Focus Area and is considered a high priority
parcel for Connecticut’s only native rabbil.
Wildlife management areas are managed
primarily for the conservation and enhance-
ment of fish and wildlife habitat. The quality
and quantity of habitats found at Robbins
Swamp, paired with the fact that it is embed-
ded in a lightly developed landscape, creates
conditions that provide outstanding habitat
for both common and uncommon wildlife.
Maps of public hunting areas on state for-
ests, wildlife management areas (including
Robbins Swamp), and other similar proper-
ties can be found on the DEEP DIy

\"
website at www.ct.gov/deep/ Sy @
huntingareamaps. 2 %
“Popss”
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Please make checks payable to:
Connecticut Wildlife, P.O. Box 1550, Burlington, CT 06013

Check one:
A Check one: 5 —

[]1 Year $8.00) [ ] 2 Years ($15.00) [ ] 3 Years ($20.00) Donation to the Wildlife Fund:
[ ]| Renewal $

Name: o _—
|:| New SUbSCl'IPUDH Help fund projects that benefit

Address: : P songbirds, threatened and endangered
I:l Gift SUbSCI‘lptl()n species, repfiles, amphibians, bats, and

City: State: Gift card to read: other wildlife species.

Zip: Tel.:

Email:

Will enly be used for subscription purposes

Order on-line with a credit card through the DEEP Store at: www.ct.gov/deep/WildlifeMagazine

Conservation Calendar

Mid-April-August...... Respect fenced and posted shorebird and waterbird nesting areas when visiting the Connecticut coastline. Also, keep dogs and
cats off of shoreline beaches to avoid disturbing nesting birds. Share the Shore!

June - Sept. 1 ... Enter the Discover Outdoor Connecticut PHOTO CONTEST! Have you taken an amazing wildlife photo? Did you spot a
pollinator up close? Have you spent some fime in a park or out on the water? Did you watch the leaves turn brilliant oranges
and reds? Show us! The new Discover Outdoor Connecticut photo contest is open through September 1, 2018. Enter your best
shots and possibly win some great prizes. Instructions, rules, and other details are at www.ct.gov/deep/DiscoverOutdoorCT.

SEPL22: i s Discover Outdoor Connecticut Day, 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM at the Wildlife Division’s Franklin Swamp WMA in North Franklin.
More details are on page 22 and at www.ct.gov/deep/DiscoverQutdoorCT.

Programs at the Sessions Woods Conservation Education Center

Programs are a cooperative venture between the Wildlife Division and the Friends of Sessions Woods. A complete list of programs can be found at
www.ct.gov/deep/SessionsWoods. Please pre-register by sending an email to laura.rogers-castro@ct.gov or calling 860-424-3011 (Mon.-Fri., 8:30
AM-4:30 PM). Programs are free unless noted. An adult must accompany children under 12 years old. No pets allowed! Sessions Woods is located
at 341 Milford St. (Route 69) in Burlington.

MG T i Nature Drawing for All, starting at 9:30 AM. The Friends of Sessions Woods is cosponsoring a special workshop for adults and
children, focusing on nature drawing, with local artist Judy Bird. The program will involve a walk (2 miles round trip) to the beaver
marsh at Sessions Woods. Judy will provide a lesson observing and drawing in the outdoors. The workshop is funded, in part,
through the generosity of the Newman’s Own Foundation. All materials will be provided.

Sept.B . Late Afternoon Walk to the Marsh, starting at 4:00 PM. Join Natural Resource Educator Laura Rogers-Castro for a late
afternoon walk (approximately 2 miles round trip) to the beaver marsh at Sessions Woods. There will be stops to talk about the
flora and fauna seen in the woodland and field habitats along the way. Participants should bring water and wear proper footwear.
Meet at the flagpole in front of the Sessions Woods Conservation Education Center.

Hunting and Fishing Season Dates

August 11 .. Free Fishing License Day #2. Statewide free fishing licenses for this special day are available at www.ct.gov/deep/
sportsmenlicensing.

Sepl 1:29 v Early September Canada Goose Season in the north zone.

Sept. 15-29 ............. Early September Canada Goose Season in the south zone.

Sept. 15-Dec. 31..... Deer and turkey bowhunting season on private land and state land bowhunting only areas.

Consult the 2018 Connecticut Hunting and Trapping Guide, 2018-2019 Migratory Bird Hunting Guide, and the 2018 Connecticut Angler's Guide for
specific season dates and details. The guides are available at DEEP facilities, town halls, and outdoor equipment stores, and also on the DEEP
website (www.ct.gov/deep/hunting and www.ct.gov/deep/fishing). Go fo www.ct.gov/deep/sportsmenlicensing to purchase Connecticut
hunting, trapping, and fishing licenses, as well as required permits and stamps. The system accepts payment by VISA or MasterCard.

Find us on

Facebook

www.facebook.com/CTFishandWildlife

Sign up to receive Wildlife Highlights, a free, electronic

newsletter for anyone interested in Connecticut’s wildlife
and the outdoors! www.ct.gov/deep/WildlifeHighlights
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APPROVED MINUTES

MANSFIELD PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

AUDREY P. BECK MUNICIPAL BUILDING = 4 SOUTH EAGLEVILLE ROAD = COUNCIL CHAMBER
MONDAY, JUNE 18, 2018 = REGULAR MEETING

MEMBERS PRESENT: S. Accorsi, P. Aho, B. Chandy, R. Hall (arrived at 6:46 PM), D. Plante, K.
Rawn, B. Ryan, V. Ward

MEMBERS ABSENT: J. Goodwin, V. Ward

ALTERNATES PRESENT: L. Cooley, C. Cotton, K. Fratoni

STAFF PRESENT: L. Painter, Director of Planning and Development

J. Mullen, Assistant Planner/Zoning Enforcement Officer

J. Woodmansee, Planning and Development Assistant

B. Ryan called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Members present are S. Accorsi, P. Aho, B. Chandy, R.
Hall, D. Plante, K. Rawn, B. Ryan. Alternate members L. Cooley, C. Cotton and K. Fratoni (until R. Hall
arrived at 6:46 PM) are seated for absent members. B. Chandy will act as secretary in V. Ward's
absence.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
JUNE 4, 2018, REGULAR MEETING

P. Aho MOVED, K. Rawn seconded, to approve the June 4, 2018, minutes as presented. MOTION
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

JUNE 9, 2018, SPECIAL MEETING

P. Aho MOVED, B. Chandy seconded, to approve the June 9, 2018, minutes as presented. L. Cooley, C.
Cotton, K. Rawn and D. Plante were disqualified. MOTION PASSED.

REPORTS FROM OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES:

K. Fratoni reported on a recent Sustainability Committee meeting in which presentations were given by
L. Painter on the Eastern Gateways Study and Bernie Pelletier from People’s Acting for Clean Energy on
energy efficiency for towns.

L. Painter reported that the application for the census tract which includes Four Corners, the Tech Park,
Depot Campus and King Hill Road has been accepted as a Federal Opportunity Zone. This program
provides a federal tax incentive for investors to reinvest unrealized capital gains into opportunity zones
through opportunity funds. She will attend a workshop on Opportunity Zones on Thursday, June 21,
2018.



PUBLIC HEARING:

AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING REGULATIONS, ARTICLE SEVEN, SECTION G, (USES PERMITED IN THE RAR-
90 ZONE), CMC UConn SPV, LLC (PZC file #1353)

B. Ryan opened the public hearing at 6:35 p.m. Members present are S. Accorsi, P. Aho, B. Chandy, R.
Hall (arrived at 6:46 PM), D. Plante, K. Rawn, B. Ryan, V. Ward. Alternate members L. Cooley, C. Cotton
and K. Fratoni (until R. Hall’s arrival), are seated for absent members, R. Hall, J. Goodwin and V. Ward. J.
Mullen read the legal notice which was published in The Chronicle on Tuesday, June 5, 2018 and
Wednesday, June 13, 2018. J. Mullen noted that correspondence was received from CRCOG dated May
15, 2018.

L. Painter stated that the applicants’ attorney, B. Wiles, has indicated that revisions to the text
amendment are forthcoming.

Attorney B. Wiles was present on behalf of the applicant. He presented the amended text and
requested that the public hearing be continued to July 16, 2018.

D. Plante MOVED, K. Rawn seconded, to continue the public hearing until July 16, 2018. MOTION
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

OLD BUSINESS:

AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING REGULATIONS, ARTICLE SEVEN, SECTION G (USES PERMITED IN THE RAR-
90 ZONE), CMC UConn SPV, LLC (PZC FILE #1353)

Tabled pending July 16, 2018, Public Hearing.

EASTERN GATEWAYS STUDY
L. Painter noted that the following Committees have provided feedback on the Study, all of which are

contained in the packet: Sustainability Committee; Traffic Authority; Transportation Advisory
Committee (not from the full ComOmittee), Economic Development Commission and, the Conservation
Commission.

The Commission reviewed the proposed recommendations and assigned the following priorities:

Optimize Signal Timings: Concur with the recommendations for optimized signal timing at intersections.
HIGH PRIORITY

Local and Regional Bicycle Improvements:

With regard to Route 275, the current roadway configuration (hills, curves, width) presents safety
concerns if designated as an official bicycle route. This designation should be contingent on
improvements such as an off-road bikeway or widening of the pavement surface to accommodate
shoulders on both sides of the road. Also of note, trails and trail systems should be considered part of
the network. In addition, Route 320 should also be considered for improvement with a dedicated off
road bicycle/walking path to connect with residents of apartments in Willington to Four Corners
MEDIUM TO LOW PRIORITY.

Route 44 and Route 32:



(1) Addition of left-turn lane must include dedicated left-turn signal. HIGH PRIORITY

(2) Add a dedicated left-turn lane and signal from Route 44 WB to Route 32 SB. HIGH PRIORITY

(3) Require all signal upgrades (all intersections, not just this location) to include signal pre-emption for
emergency vehicles. HIGH PRIORITY

(4) Change priority of intersection to have signals change to automatic red flashing in all directions if
signal is out. HIGH PRIORITY

(5) Consider installation of a round-about for traffic control purposes. LOW PRIORITY

Route 195 and Route 32:

(1) Addition of sidewalks in this location does not make sense as they do not connect to anywhere. If
payment in lieu of sidewalk construction is not currently enabled in statutes, study should advocate for
such a provision to allow for construction of sidewalks at a later date when demand exists. VERY
LOW/OMIT

(2) Improvements may be needed to address drive-through queuing on Route 195 SB for the Dunkin
Donuts. NEED TO CONFIRM — DOT ISSUE

(3) Clarification is needed regarding the green color applied to medians; opposed to installation of
landscaping in this area due to maintenance impacts and lack of pedestrian travel; explore other
concepts such as stamped/colored concrete to differentiate islands from travel lanes. HIGH PRIORITY TO
NOT LANDSCAPE THE MEDIANS IN THIS AREA.

(4) Consider installation of a round-about in this location; landscaped center could serve as gateway
with welcome signage. SHOULD BE INVESTIGATED.

Extend Discovery Drive:

The Conservation Commission and Sustainability Committee both opposed this proposal due to
environmental impacts. The Sustainability Committee also expressed concern regarding impacts of such
an extension to the revitalization of the Four Corners. The Economic Development Commission
indicated that the proposal was worthy of further investigation and discussion; however, they also
expressed concern regarding environmental constraints. To minimize reduce potential environmental
impacts and facilitate revitalization of the Four Corners, EDC members discussed the potential for an
alignment using the utility corridor that would connect to Route 195 between Holiday Mall and the
former Rosals/Two Steps. THE PZC ASKS THAT THIS RECOMMENDATION BE REMOVED FROM THE PLAN.
Route 44 and Route 195 (Four Corners):

(1) Support for bicycle/pedestrian improvements in this area. HIGH PRIORITY

(2) Review the Safety Audit Conducted by AECOM for Four Corners. HIGH PRIORITY

(3) Consider installation of roundabout at intersection of Routes 44 and 195. REMOVE DUE TO BICYCLE
AND WALKABILITY CONCERNS.

Route 195 between Tower Loop Road and Route 44:

Support proposed pedestrian connection; recommend exploring feasibility of an off-road multi-use path
to facilitate both bicycle and pedestrian travel. HIGH PRIORITY

East Brook Mall:

(1) Continue connectivity/sidewalk enhancements south of Route 6 to connect to Colonial Townhouse
and Willimantic. HIGH PRIORITY

(2) Planted medians with pedestrian refuge areas are encouraged in this location to improve pedestrian
crossing of Route 195. HIGH PRIORITY

(3) Improve transition from two lanes to 1 NB in front of McDonalds. HIGH PRIORITY



(4) Investigate realignment of shopping plaza driveways/ roads to eliminate offsets (ex: realign Staples
Plaza entry w/ N. Frontage Rd) HIGH PRIORITY

Local and Regional Transit Service Improvements:

(1) Generally support all transit improvements; HIGH PRIORITY

(2) Transit connections should be further expanded to connect to large apartment and condominium
complexes. HIGH PRIORITY

(3) Given limited options and funding availability, also need to explore non-traditional transit
alternatives such as ride-sharing. HIGH PRIORITY

Special Event Management:

(1) Support Creation of a Special Event Management Task Force and Special Event Management Plan
MEDIUM PRIORITY

(2) Plan components need to be thoroughly investigated and evaluated with stakeholders for potential
impacts on residents and businesses (for example, use of one-way event traffic/couplets). MEDIUM
PRIORITY.

Corridor Branding:

(1) Support for way finding throughout corridor and coordination between communities and

UConn; however, use of Eastern Gateways Corridor branding is not needed or appropriate; the study
name was created for this project and does not have any history or broad recognition in the community
at large LOW PRIORITY — BRANDING NOT NEEDED OR APPROPRIATE.

P. Aho MOVED, R. Hall seconded, to authorize the Chair or her designee to co-endorse a letter to the
Capitol Region Council of Governments with the Mayor regarding the draft recommendations proposed
for the Eastern Gateways Study based on the discussion the Commission had this evening in terms of
priorities and to ask that they remove the extension of Discovery Drive as a proposal of this project.
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

NEW BUSINESS:

AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE TEN OF THE ZONING REGULATIONS RELATING TO AFFORDABLE HOUSING
(PZC file 907-45)

L. Painter explained the tables included in her memo to the Commission dated June 14, 2018, and the
updates the Regulatory Review Committee made to the draft Section. Changes included making 5% of
the units affordable to residents making 60% of the area median income or below and that a maximum
(not to exceed) of 10% of the units be affordable to residents making 80% of the area median income or
below. Another change to the draft includes opening up converting market rate units to all developers
regardless of the number of units being developed.

K. Rawn MOVED, D. Plante seconded, that a public hearing be scheduled for Monday, August 6, 2018 to
hear comments on the proposed amendment to the Zoning Regulations dated June 14, 2018, related to
the adoption of affordable housing requirements for multi-family dwellings as amended by the
Commission on June 18, 2018 as amended to reflect an in-lieu fee of 5% of construction cost. The draft
regulations shall be referred to the Town Attorney, Town Council, CRCOG, SECOG, NECOG, and adjacent
municipalities for review and comment. Further, the referral to the Town Council shall specifically

4



request feedback regarding the proposed fee-in-lieu alternative as this option would require Town
Council action to establish a Housing Trust Fund. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOSULY.

ZONING REGULATIONS AND DESIGN GUIDELINES:
PERMITTED USES (Draft Chapter 3 dated June 4, 2018)

L. Painter requested any edits or questions on the narrative for Chapter 3. B. Chandy will provide her
written comments. L. Painter reviewed the differences between bio-safety Level 1 and Level 2 labs.

PROJECT SCHEDULE

L. Painter reviewed the Project Schedule noting that a target date is to hold a public hearing for the
update to the zoning regulations prior to the Thanksgiving holiday in November.

COMMISSION WORKSHOP DATE

L. Painter noted that there is no regular meeting scheduled for the first Monday in July (July 2") but that
a Workshop could be scheduled to work on Regulations. Members agreed by consensus to schedule a
workshop for July 2, 2018.

COMMUNICATIONS AND BILLS:

None.

ADJOURNMENT:
B. Ryan declared the meeting adjourned at 7:48 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Binu Chandy, Acting Secretary on behalf of Vera Ward



APPROVED MINUTES

MANSFIELD PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
AUDREY P. BECK MUNICIPAL BUILDING = 4 SOUTH EAGLEVILLE ROAD = CONFERENCE ROOM B

MONDAY, JULY 2, 2018 = SPECIAL MEETING

MEMBERS PRESENT: S. Accorsi, B. Chandy, B. Ryan, V. Ward, K. Rawn
MEMBERS ABSENT: D. Plante, J. Goodwin, R. Hall, P. Aho
ALTERNATES PRESENT: L. Cooley

ALTERNATES ABSENT: K. Fratoni, C. Cotton

STAFF PRESENT: L. Painter, Director of Planning and Development

B. Ryan called the meeting to order at 6:39 p.m.

WORK SESSION: ZONING REGULATIONS AND DESIGN GUIDELINES
A. CHAPTER 3, USES
Members discussed the June 4, 2018 draft of Chapter 3, Uses and provided the following comments:

= Section 3.1.2-Change of Use. This section needs to be further clarified; currently has circular
logic. Members concurred with the premise/purpose of providing more flexibility for
administrative review for changes of use with existing buildings. Additionally, members
expressed the need to clearly outline the review process for shopping centers to avoid the need
for PZC action for changes to tenant spaces within shopping centers from one use to another.

= Section 3.2.1-Definition of Family. Painter to research whether item 5 with regard to functional
family designation for congregate sober housing is still needed or whether such uses fall under
group residence definitions as later defined. Furthermore, if the language remains, staff to
review criteria/enforceability.

= Section 3.3.1(B)-Group Living. Painter to develop new formatting approach for all use groups
where conditions apply to multiple use designations (such as Community Residence); current
format is confusing. Use of a sidebar was suggested for these cases.

= Section 3.3.1(B)(2)-Painter to verify source of definition; Ward objected to use of term “frail
seniors” and also noted that Juniper Hill houses disabled individuals of all ages.

= Section 3.3.4(A)(3)-Ward noted that the maximum percentage of gross sales from accessory
goods was different between Farm Store and accessory Farm Stands and suggested that the
same percentage be used unless there was a definitive explanation for the difference.

= Figure 3.6-Typical Retail Uses. Clarify language to use term pharmacy with drug/cosmetics store

= Section 3.3.8(B)-Brewpub/Restaurant. Determine whether language on limited retail sale of beer
can be eliminated or if a more objective standard is required.



= Section 3.3.8(F)-Theater. Need to identify threshold at which special permit will be required.
Painter noted that the Committee will be updating the chapter to add thresholds for all uses
allowable by site plan to identify when special permit will be needed based on potential for
traffic impacts.

= Figure 3.3.10-A-Typical Craftsman Industrial Uses. Delete crematories from list.

= Section 3.4.2(C)-Home Businesses. Limit transient overnight lodging to detached single-family
homes.

= Section 3.4.3(B)-Delivery. Delete section.

= Section 3.5.1-Farmers Markets. Delete prohibition on sale of out-of-state products.

= Section 3.5.5-Portable Storage Containers. Correct cross-reference at end of first paragraph.
B.

ADJOURNMENT*:
B. Ryan declared the meeting adjourned at 8:04 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Vera S. Ward, Secretary

*At the close of the meeting, Toivo Kask submitted the attached written comment for the Commission’s

consideration.
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APPROVED MINUTES

MANSFIELD PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

AUDREY P. BECK MUNICIPAL BUILDING = 4 SOUTH EAGLEVILLE ROAD = COUNCIL CHAMBER

MONDAY, JULY 16, 2018 = REGULAR MEETING

MEMBERS PRESENT: S. Accorsi, J. Goodwin, R. Hall (in at 6:52 p.m.) D. Plante, K. Rawn, B. Ryan,
V. Ward

MEMBERS ABSENT: P. Aho, B. Chandy

ALTERNATES PRESENT: C. Cotton, K. Fratoni

ALTERNATES ABSENT: C. Cooley

STAFF PRESENT: L. Painter, Director of Planning and Development

J. Mullen, Assistant Planner/Zoning Enforcement Officer
J. Woodmansee, Planning and Development Assistant

Chairman Goodwin called the meeting to order at 6:41 p.m. and appointed alternate members C.
Cotton and K. Fratoni are seated for absent members.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

JUNE 18, 2018, REGULAR MEETING

V. Ward requested that “disqualified” be used consistently and that “Federal” be added before
Opportunity Zone on Page 1, the last paragraph.

V. Ward MOVED, K. Rawn seconded, to approve the June 18, 2018, minutes as amended. J. Goodwin is
disqualified. MOTION PASSED.

JULY 2, 2018, SPECIAL MEETING

V. Ward MOVED, B. Ryan seconded, to approve the July 2, 2018, minutes as presented. L. Cooley, C.
Cotton and K. Rawn abstained. J. Goodwin, C. Cotton, D. Plante and K. Fratoni are disqualified. MOTION
PASSED.

ZONING AGENT REPORT:

Noted.

PUBLIC HEARING:

AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING REGULATIONS, ARTICLE SEVEN, SECTION G, (USES PERMITED IN THE RAR-
90 ZONE), CMC UConn SPV, LLC (PZC file #1353)

J. Goodwin opened the continued public hearing at 6:45 p.m. Members present are S. Accorsi, J.
Goodwin, R. Hall (in at 6:52 p.m.) D. Plante, K. Rawn, B. Ryan, V. Ward and alternate members C. Cotton
and K. Fratoni, who are both seated.




L. Painter stated that the text amendment language provided at the June 18, 2018, meeting was
referred to the Town Council, Town Clerk, Councils of Government and neighboring municipalities and
she noted for the record the April 23, 2018, letter from SECCOG (read by L. Painter), the May 15, 2018
letter from CRCOG (comment section read by L. Painter), and the 6/21/2018 email from CRCOG. She
also noted her Memo dated 7/12/2018.

Attorney B. Wiles and Chok Lei were present on behalf of the applicant. B. Wiles provided the following

documents:
1. Amended text dated July 16, 2018.
2. 12 Page Power Point presentation.
3. Public Hearing presentation.

B. Wiles presented the application and reviewed his proposed amendments to include; affordable
housing clarification of 20% required, special permit review required, land dedication required and
technical and section reference corrections. After his presentation and brief discussion from the
Commission, B. Wiles presented a letter consenting to an extension of the public hearing until August 6,
2018. There were no comments from the public. J. Goodwin suspended the public hearing at 7:24 p.m.

V. Ward MOVED, R. Hall seconded, to continue the public hearing until August 6, 2018. MOTION
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

OLD BUSINESS:

AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING REGULATIONS, ARTICLE SEVEN, SECTION G (USES PERMITED IN THE RAR-
90 ZONE), CMC UConn SPV, LLC (PZC FILE #1353)

Tabled pending continued public hearing on August 6, 2018.

AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE TEN OF THE ZONING REGULATIONS RELATING TO AFFORDABLE HOUSING
(PZC file 907-45)

Tabled pending August 6, 2018 public hearing.

NEW BUSINESS:
SITE PLAN MODIFICATION, 483 BROWNS ROAD, RED BARN CREAMERY (PZC FILE #1292)

V. Ward recused herself. The applicant was present but did not address the Commission. J. Mullen
noted that the applicant has applied to modify the existing Special Permit for the farm store, now known
as the Red Barn Creamery, to provide for weekend hayrides and a corn maze ???from the middle of
September until the end of October. QUESTION-IS BOTH THE MAZE AND HAYRIDES FOR THAT
PERIOD OF TIME?



K. Rawn, MOVED to deny the application of Jason Stearns to modify the Special Permit for 483 Browns
Road (PZC File 1292) based on the determination that the proposed addition of hayride and corn maze
activities as described in the application dated June 25, 2018 constitute a significant alteration of the
approved plans and to require the submittal and processing of a new special permit application for said
activities. There was no Second to the Motion. MOTION FAILS.

R. Hall, MOVED, B. Ryan seconded, to approve the application of Jason Stearns to revise the Special
Permit for permanent agricultural retail sales at 483 Browns Road to authorize seasonal hayrides and
corn maze as described in the application dated June 25, 2018 subject to the following conditions:

1. The applicant shall obtain written authorization from the Connecticut Department of
Agriculture prior to initiation of the activities.

2. The applicant shall not traverse public roads during the operation of the hay-rides.

3. The farm store shall adhere to the hours of 9 am to 6 pm daily unless otherwise
authorized for a special event.

MOTION PASSES (6-2, J. Goodwin, R. Hall, D. Plante, B. Ryan, C. Cotton and K. Fratoni voted in favor. S.
Accorsi and K. Rawn voted against).

SUBDIVISION MODIFICATION, 76 BEACON HILL DRIVE (PZC FILE #1214-2)

Jamie Herrick from Juliano Pools appeared on behalf of the applicant. J. Herrick noted that this Request
for a Site/Building Modification is to revise the Building Area Envelope (BAE) for Lot 5 of the Beacon Hill
Estates Subdivision to remove the reserve leaching field from the BAE, so a pool may be built in that
area. Should the current septic fail, EHHD has approved an alternative site for the reserve.

B. Ryan MOVED, K. Fratoni seconded that the Planning and Zoning Commission approve the proposed
revision to the Building Area Envelope for Lot 5 of the Beacon Hill Estates Subdivision, as described in
the June 29, 2018 application and supporting revised plan. This revision will not affect neighboring
properties, natural or manmade features, or the overall character of the subdivision. This action shall be

noticed on the Land Record. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

APPLICATION OF ARTISAN DEVELOPMENT, LLC, TO AMEND ARTICLE SEVEN, SECTION L, USES PERMITTED
IN THE PLANNED BUSINESS 1 ZONE (PZC FILE #1354)

L. Painter noted that the Agenda should be corrected to reflect the applicant as Michael Yenke.

K. Rawn MOVED, B. Ryan seconded to receive the July 13, 2018 petition of Michael Yenke (PZC File
1354) to amend Article 7, Section L.2 of the Zoning Regulations to authorize multifamily dwellings with
special permit approval in the Planned Business 1 Zone (Route 195/Route 6 area), to set a Public Hearing
for Tuesday, September 4, 2018 and to refer the application to the Town Attorney, Town Council,
CRCOG, SECOG and the Town of Windham for review and comment. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.



REPORTS FROM OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES:

Minutes from the July 12, 2018, Regulatory Review Committee meeting will be provided in the August 6,
2018, packet. L. Painter noted that a survey has been distributed with regard to the branding and
marketing project by the Town. The survey can be accessed on www.mansfieldct.gov. Also, she will
present the proposed Affordable Housing Chapter to the Town Council on Monday, August 23,

COMMUNICATIONS AND BILLS:

None.

ADJOURNMENT:
J. Goodwin declared the meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Vera Ward, Secretary
Mansfield Planning and Zoning Commission
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Town of Mansfield
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Meeting of 20 June 2018
Conference B, Audrey P. Beck Building
(draft) MINUTES

Members present: Mary Harper, Quentin Kessel, Erin King, Scott Lehmann, Julia Rogers (Alt.),
Michael Soares. Members absent: Neil Facchinetti, Chadwick Rittenhouse (Alt.), John Silander;
Others present: Alison Hilding, Charles Vidich; Jennifer Kaufman (Wetlands Agent), Ginny
Walton (Recycling Coordinator); Rich Miller, Jim Hutton (UConn Office of Environmental
Policy, from 7:45).

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:01p by Chair Michael Soares. In the absence of two
members, Alternate Julia Rogers was entitled to vote at this meeting.

2. The draft minutes of the 16 May 2018 regular meeting and 7 June 2018 special meeting were
approved as written.

3. Public comment. Charles Vidich complimented Soares for his comments on the Eastern
Gateways Study. See minutes of 16 May 2018, item 5.

4. Proposed plastic bag ordinance. Ginny Walton presented a slide show on the proposed
“Bring your own bag ordinance,” which aims to encourage use of re-usable cloth or plastic
shopping bags and to reduce the number of plastic check-out bags in Mansfield’s waste stream
by prohibiting their use by retailers in town. While such bags are a small fraction of solid waste,
they are a highly visible component of litter, are not bio-degradable, and, when improperly
mixed with recyclable material, make single-stream recycling more difficult and expensive. The
market in recycled materials is soft now, and the Town may have to begin paying for recycling.
It needs to work at reducing solid waste and insuring that recyclables are not contaminated with
non-recyclables. In discussion, Kessel noted that many people mistakenly believe plastic bags
are recyclable; a clearer message that they are not is needed. The Commission unanimously
agreed (motion: Lehmann, Kessel) to approve a letter, drafted by Soares, in support of the
proposed ordinance. It is attached. Walton left the meeting with thanks for her presentation and
well-organized campaign to enact the ordinance.

5. September Rd conservation and trail easement. In addition to granting a conservation
easement on wetlands, the owners of parcel 89.91.39 on September Rd are willing to grant one
for the Nipmuck Trail, which crosses the property. However, the Connecticut Forest and Park
Association (CFPA) aims to re-route this section of the trail onto protected land, and Kaufman
would rather not commit the Town to monitoring an easement on a narrow, orphaned strip of
land. The Commission unanimously agreed (motion: Kessel, Rogers) to support the Town’s
acquisition of a conservation easement on wetlands, but to encourage the property owners to
negotiate a trail license with CFPA.

6. Pumping from Well D in Fenton River well-field. Rich Miller and Jim Hutton of UConn’s
Office of Environmental Policy were welcomed to the meeting to discuss UConn’s use of the
Fenton River well-field, now that DEEP has granted it permission to pump up to 213K gpd from
Well D in September and October, if necessary, even when Wells C, B & A are shut down
because the river’s flow (measured upstream of Well C) is 3 cfs or less. The rationale for this
permission was provided by studies suggesting a natural gain in the river’s flow of at least 0.33
cfs (or 213 kgpd) between wells A and D; thus, the river’s flow below well D would be no less



than at well A, even if 213 kgpd were pumped out at well D.

The Commission is concerned about the potential for harm to aquatic life and the riparian
ecosystem, should UConn exercise this permission. Some years ago, UConn agreed to stop
extracting water from Wells A, B & C under low-flow conditions, after pumping from these
wells during a dry period reduced flow to zero in a stretch of the river below Well A. DEP
defined “low-flow conditions” here as 3 cfs or less, as measured at the USGS gauging station at
Old Turnpike Rd above Well C. Questions raised in discussion fell into two general areas:

(1) What’s the basis for thinking that pumping 213 kgpd from Well D in September and
October, even under low-flow conditions, won’t harm the riparian ecosystem?

*  What study of riparian habitat, particularly downstream of Well D, informed DEP’s
fixing “low flow” at 3 cfs? (Charles Vidich)

* Did DEP take global warming into account? 3 cfs of warmer water may be insufficient
for a healthy riparian ecosystem. (Alison Hilding)

* Are there real-time data on flow between Wells A and D under various conditions of
drought? A constant flow of 3 cfs may be OK for habitat, an average flow of 3cfs (e.g.,
12 hours at 6¢fs, 12 hours at 0 cfs) may not. (Vidich)

* By how much would flow be reduced below Gurleyville under various conditions, if 213
kgpd were pumped from Well D, and what effect on the aquatic ecosystem would that
have? (Soares)

Nobody could answer these questions, which Miller thought were more properly addressed to
DEEP.

(2) What is UConn’s water supply plan and what role does Well D have in it?

*  Why did UConn ask for permission to pump from Well D, even under low-flow
conditions, given that it now has access to CWC water from the Shenipsit Reservoir?
(Vidich)

* Under what conditions would UConn exercise its permission? (Soares)

In response, Miller described permission to pump from Well D as providing a “margin of
safety” for emergencies. The permission would, he indicated, be exercised only in extenuating
circumstances, such as failure of a well in the Willimantic River well-field or need for a lot of
water to put out a fire, though exactly what counts as an “extenuating circumstance” would be up
to UConn.

Miller said that CWC water is currently imported only to supply non-university users in
Mansfield who are connected to UConn’s water system and that UConn intends to keep it that
way {probably to avoid paying CWC for water}. He reminded the Commission that the
university has worked hard and successfully to reduce significantly its demand for water, by
utilizing treated wastewater for cooling and irrigation, replacing toilets and shower heads with
water-saving models, and building water conservation into new construction by designing for
LEED certification.

Noting that the Commission learned of UConn’s request for permission to utilize Well D only
after permission was granted, Soares suggested that communication between UConn and the
Town on water and other environmental issues could be improved. Miller agreed, though he
reported that attendance from the Town at meetings of the now defunct Water and Wastewater
Advisory Committee had been sparse. Kaufman suggested an annual meeting, to which all Town
environmental committees would be invited. It was agreed that a list of e-mail addresses for
document sharing should be set up and utilized.

In brief discussion of how to proceed, after Miller and Hutton left the meeting at 8:55p,



Kaufman said she thought the Town Council should get a memo on Well D use from the
Commission. Kessel suggested a thank-you note to Rich Miller, with some discussion of the
issue, copied to the Council. Vidich recommended inviting Betsy Wingfield to explain DEEP’s
approval of UConn’s request. Soares noted that DEEP’s approval of UConn's use of Well D is a
fait accompli and suggested that the Commission work toward having some input in updating
UConn’s water plan, which must be done in a few years.

7. Streambelt Zoning. Rogers distributed hard copies of new maps, based on DEEP’s map of
Mansfield’s streams for its water quality study, showing the impact of a 100-ft buffer on
individual parcels. Kessel suggested that displaying the buffer only on parcels of unprotected
land might give people a more accurate impression of its impact on private property. Kaufman
will ask the Regulatory Review Committee to meet in July with a delegation from the
Commission to hear its new proposal for streambelt zoning.

8. The Secretary adjourned the meeting de facto by leaving at 9:17p. Next regular meeting:
7:00p, Wednesday, 18 July 2018.

Scott Lehmann, Secretary, 26 June 2018

Attachment: Letter supporting proposed Bring Your Own Bag Ordinance.

June 20, 2018

Mansfield Town Council
4 South Eagleville Rd.
Mansfield, CT 06268

Dear Council Members,

Based on the information presented recently by the Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC),
Mansfield’s Conservation Commission unanimously passed a motion on June 20, 2018 to
support the ban of plastic bags in town.

A ban on plastic bags would aim to satisfy many goals in sustainability and environmental
stewardship from the town’s Plan of Conservation & Development and the “Near Zero Waste”
resolution (both adopted in 2015). Due to the bags’ adverse impacts on the environment, the
alternatives that are now readily available, and successes of similar bans around the country
(including CT), our Commission strongly encourages the Town Council to support this initiative
and enact a ban.

Thank you,
Michael Soares

Chairman
Mansfield’s Conservation Commission



Town of Mansfield
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Meeting of 18 July 2018
Conference B, Audrey P. Beck Building
(draft) MINUTES

Members present: Mary Harper, Quentin Kessel, Erin King, Scott Lehmann, Julia Rogers (Alt.),
Michael Soares. Members absent: Neil Facchinetti, Chadwick Rittenhouse (Alt.), John Silander.
Others present: Derek Dilaj (Assistant Town Engineer), Jennifer Kaufman (Wetlands Agent).

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:03p by Chair Michael Soares. In the absence of two
members, Alternate Julia Rogers was entitled to vote at this meeting.

2. The draft minutes of the meeting of 20 June 2018 were approved as written.
3. IWA referrals.

a. W1603 (Town of Mansfield, Four Corners Sewer Project). Derek Dilaj summarized this
project for the Commission. To replace septic systems in the Four Corners area, which are
compromising water quality in wetlands and Cedar Swamp Brook, a sanitary sewer system is
proposed. Sewage from properties in the vicinity of Willard’s (now closed) on Rte 195 would
flow by gravity to a collection station at Willard’s, from which it would be pumped to a gravity
line at the intersection of Rtes 195 & 44. This line snakes down behind (to the north of)
development along Rte 44, crosses Rte 44, and follows Old Woods Rd through Jensen’s Rolling
Hills Community to a collection station on Valley View Dr. From there, sewage would be
pumped (in pipe threaded through a disused water line) to Discovery Dr and on to UConn’s
sewage treatment plant.

Subsidiary gravity lines would collect sewage from nearby sources into this main line. One
of these (shown on drawing C-4 of Weston & Sampson’s plan) would pass from Rte 44 southeast
under Cedar Swamp Brook to Old Woods Rd. This accounts for some of the “140 linear feet of
sewer in wetlands and watercourses” noted in Kaufman’s Project Overview of 27 June 2018.
{The remainder appears to be a wetlands crossing just west of the apartment complex north of
Rte 44, shown on C-11.} The Project Overview estimates that 7600 linear feet of sewer would
be laid within the upland review area (within 150 ft of wetlands), 3360 linear feet of it under
existing roadways. Some work would be very close to wetlands, e.g., west of Mansfield Family
Practice on C-10, and at the northeast corner of the apartment complex on C-11). Bentonite
dams would be used to keep water from leaking out of wetlands & watercourses during
construction.

Q&A:

*  Why a new crossing of Cedar Swamp Brook, rather than running the subsidiary gravity
line from the west across the brook under Rte 44?7 (Rogers) A: Crossing the brook south
of Rte 44 involves disrupting the watercourse for a much shorter time than burying the
line underneath the brook where Rte 44 crosses it, a more complex undertaking.

*  Why run a gravity line to the north of development along Rte 44, through or near
wetlands, rather than routing the sewer west on Rte 44 all the way to Old Woods Rd?
(Soares) A: Doing that would require pumping sewage uphill to the main line from
numerous individual sources; letting gravity do the work is less complicated and more
reliable.

* Has the potential impact of this project on species of concern, such as the wood turtle,



been assessed? (King) A: A biological survey will be done, and construction will be
timed to minimize impact.

After some discussion, the Commission agreed (motion: Soares, Harper) unanimously to
make the following points, to be rendered in English by the Secretary, in commenting on this
application.

The Commission notes that wetlands and watercourses in the Four Corners area
are now at risk from — and in some cases are already compromised by — septic
system effluent and that the proposed project should address this threat. However,
the proposed wetland & watercourse crossings and work in the upland review
area, some of it in close proximity to wetlands, could have a significant negative
impact on wetlands. The project plan includes measures (such as bentonite dams)
to minimize the potential for such impact, but careful oversight of construction
will be required. It is our understanding that Weston & Sampson Engineers will
be supervising the work on behalf of the Town to insure compliance. To
minimize negative impacts on wildlife, construction should be preceded — and
informed — by a biological survey done at the proper time of year.

Dilaj also reported that the south stone headwall of Nelson Brook culvert on Birch Rd had
collapsed. The Public Works Department has removed stone and fill from the brook so that the
damaged culvert is no longer blocked. The Town has engaged an engineering firm to assess the
situation and recommend a permanent fix.

b. W1604 (Mansfield Professional Park, Driveway extension). The applicant proposes to
extend the driveway at 11-28 Professional Park Rd (former office of KKC, LLC Attorneys) north
across an old roadway into an adjacent parcel owned by the applicant. The old roadway slopes
to the west, channeling storm-water into a wetland just below the proposed crossing, which calls
for a 24 inch culvert and 125 cubic yards of gravel fill. The western outlet of the culvert would
be 10 ft from wetlands shown on the map.

Harper visited this site on the IWA Field Trip earlier on 18 July. She reported that the old
roadway is scoured above the proposed crossing and retained detritus from recent rain. It was
not clear whether it satisfies one of the other conditions required to qualify as a watercourse
under state statute (viz., presence of “water for a duration longer than a particular storm incident
or “hydrophytic vegetation”). After some discussion, the Commission agreed (motion: Harper,
Kessel) unanimously to comment as follows:

29

Based on observation at the site and data provided in the application, the
Commission does not have sufficient information to judge whether the project as
proposed would have a significant negative impact on wetlands & watercourses.
The old roadway obviously channels water, but it is not clear whether it qualifies
as a watercourse under state statutes. If it does, the proposal involves dumping
125 cubic yards of gravel fill into a watercourse, and the applicant should
certainly have considered the alternative of constructing a bridge. In any case, it
is not clear what volume of storm-water can be expected in this channel and
whether a 24 inch culvert would be adequate to handle it without failure, which
could wash gravel fill into the wetland below.

4. Plastic bag ordinance. The Town Council has referred to a subcommittee the proposed
ordinance prohibiting single-use plastic bags at check-out.



5. Fenton River Well D. Soares will send a note to Rich Miller (a) thanking him for attending
the Commission’s June meeting to discuss UConn’s use of Well D in the Fenton River Wellfield
and (b) suggesting that the University consider monitoring the downstream eftect of withdrawing
water from Well D under low-flow conditions in September and October.

6. Streambelt zoning. Soares & Rogers have not yet met with the Regulatory Review
Committee to present the Commission’s revised proposal for streambelt zoning. This may not
happen until September.

7. Adjourned at 9:06p. Next meeting: 7:00, Wednesday, 22 August 2018. N.B. This is a week
later than originally scheduled.

Scott Lehmann, Secretary, 21 July 2018



From: Meg Harper

To: Scott Lehmann; Erin King; John Silander; Quentin Kessel; Neil Facchinetti; Michael E. Soares; Julia A. Rogers;
Chadwick Rittenhouse

Cc: Jennifer S. Kaufman; Jillene B. Woodmansee; Linda M. Painter; Derek M. Dilaj

Subject: RE: Draft CC minutes for 18 July 2018

Date: Thursday, August 02, 2018 1:53:29 PM

Scott,

I would amend the wording of my report on my site visit behind the former KKC parcel. Deep scouring was
observed at and below (west) of the proposed crossing, but a few feet of detritus in the area proposed for the
crossing obscured the ability to see the bottom and some of the sides of what is clearly now a channel cut from
runoff following the path of an old roadway. The cut is deep enough (about 4 feet or so) to indicate some high water
levels, at least intermittently, and scouring on the walls is visible. The fact that we had heavy rain the night before
yet the channel was dry indicates some runoff velocity that calls into question whether the culvert proposed can
handle that.

meg
From: Scott Lehmann [mailto:slehmann@snet.net]

Sent: Saturday, July 21, 2018 12:46 PM

To: Erin King; Meg Harper; John Silander; Quentin Kessel; Neil Facchinetti; Michael Soares; Julia Rogers;
Chadwick Rittenhouse

Cc: Jennifer Kaufman; Jillene Woodmansee; Linda Painter; Derek.Dilaj@mansfieldct.org

Subject: Draft CC minutes for 18 July 2018

Dear CC members,

Attached are draft minutes for this week’s meeting. Please advise of any errors.

Scott Lehmann, Secretary


mailto:slehmann@snet.net
mailto:erinking620@gmail.com
mailto:john.silander@uconn.edu
mailto:QuentinKessel@earthlink.net
mailto:nfacch@me.com
mailto:me_soares@yahoo.com
mailto:Julia.A.Rogers@uconn.edu
mailto:Chadwick.Rittenhouse@uconn.edu
mailto:KaufmanJS@MANSFIELDCT.ORG
mailto:WoodmanseeJB@mansfieldct.org
mailto:PainterLM@mansfieldct.org
mailto:DilajDM@mansfieldct.org
mailto:slehmann@snet.net

	07-16-2018 PZC Approved Minutes.pdf
	PUBLIC HEARING:
	old business:
	new BUSINESS:
	COMMUNICATIONS AND BILLS:
	ADJOURNMENT:
	J. Goodwin declared the meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

	CC20Jun18d.pdf
	CONSERVATION COMMISSION
	(draft) MINUTES 

	CC18Jul18d.pdf
	CONSERVATION COMMISSION
	(draft) MINUTES 




